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CIVIC  EDDCATION  IN  THE  SECOKDAEI  SCHOOLS  OF  IHDIA 

•  INTBOnJCTIOH 
A.    Importance  of  the  Subject 

India  is  on  the  verge  of  getting  some  kind  of  self-government. 
The  Hound-Tahle  Conference  in  England  is  trying  to  come  to  some  under- 
standing which  would  he  satisfactory,  hoth  to  the  English  and  the 
Indians.      Every  attempt  is  heing  made  to  extend  the  franchise.  The 
Round-Tahle  conference  is  heing  attended  hy  two  lady  delegates  from 
India.    They  are  pressing  the  matter  of  extending  the  franchise  to 
wom«n  also.    This  means  that  India  is  moving,  perhaps  slowly,  hut 
steadily  smd  surely  towards  self-government. 

The  British  Government  has  clearly  set  down  "Dominion  Status** 
as  the  goal  of  her  policy  in  India.    The  policy  is  stated  in  the  follow- 
ing terms:  "The  goal  of  British  policy  was  stated  in  the  declaration  of 
August,  1917,  to  he  that  of  providing  for  the  gradual  development  of 
self-governing  institutions,  with  a  view  to  the  progressive  realization 
of  responsihle  government  in  India,  as  an  integral  part  of  the  British 

Qnpire  But  in  view  of  the  doubts  which  have  been  expressed  both 

in  Great  Britain  and  India  regarding  the  interpretation  to  be  placed 
on  the  intentions  of  the  British  in  enacting  the  statute  of  1919,  I 
am  authorised  on  behalf  of  Els  ISajesty*s  Government,  to  state  clearly 
that  in  their  Jud^ent  it  is  implicit  in  the  declaration  of  1917,  that 
the  natural  issue  of  India's  constitutional  progress,  as  there  contem- 
plated, is  the  attaimnent  of  Dominion  Status."  ^    In  persuance  of  this 

1.  The  Indian  Tear  Book,  1931    p.  83. 


policy  the  government  has  already  given  a  measure  of  independence  in 
the  local  political  units.    This  is  known  as  Local  Self-Government . 
Cities,  Talukas  and  Districts  have  already  been  made  self-governing 
"bodies.    Then  afeain,  first  steps  have  already  "been  taken  to  give  re- 
sponsihility  to  the  Indians  in  the  provincial  and  the  central  councils 
also.    "The  first  franchise  rules  have  given  the  vote  to  ahout 
5, 000^000  of  the  adult  male  population."! 

This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  India  that  the  people 
have  ever  "been  given  responsihility  in  governing  their  own  country. 
Representative  form  of  government  was  almost  unknown  in  India.  From 
immemorial  this  country  has  been  ruled  by  autocratic  and  irresponsible 
monarchs.    It  is  true  that  before  the  advent  of  the  English,  each 
Tillage  was  independent,  self-sfufficient ,  autonomous  and  had  very 
little  to  do  with  the  central  government.    "The  village  cranmunity,  was, 
until  recently,  a  self-contained,  self-srufficient,  economic  unit. 
Practically  all  of  its  economic  needs,  the  need  for  clothing,  food  and 
shelter,  were  met  from  within  its  boundaries.    There  was  very  little 
exchange  between  it  and  the  outside  world.    A  little  salt,  some  brass- 
ware  and  silver  were  nearly  all  that  was  obtained  from  outside,  and 
the  e:q>orts  were  no  bigger  than  the  imports.    Each  village  was  a  little 
world  in  itself,  a  world  more  or  less  self-contained."^    The  central 
government  controlled  by  an  absolute  monarch  did  not  bother  with  the 
village  as  lon^  as  it  sent  the  yearly  revenues  regularly.    So  the 
people  in  the  village  knew  how  to  rule  themselves,  and  settle  their 
own  fights  and  quarrels.    In  other  words  these  people  knew  the  art  of 

n    ^e  Indian  Tear  Book,  1931    p.  968. 

2.    Elementary  Civics  and  Administration.    Uaclfohun  and  N.C.Lorwall 
p.  116. 


3 


liring  together.    Every  individual  knew  Ms  duty  to  the  village,  his 
caste  and  other  castes.    Tet  he  did  not  have  any  conception  of  a  larger 
political  and  social  unit  than  his  village  and  his  caste.    But  nov  he 
has  to  exercise  his  rights  in  a  "broader  sphere.    His  vote  affects  a 
larger  group.    His  responsi'bilities  have  "been  widened.    This  is  an 
important  change  in  the  life  of  the  people. 

India  was  often  regarded  as  a  continent  rather  as  a  country 
heeause  of  its  numerous  languages  and  dialect s»  castes  and  creeds, 
religions  and  cultures.    It  was  ruled  by  numerous  kings  and  princes. 
Even  today  there  are  seven  hundred  native  princes  who  are  independent 
in  their  own  territory  and  just  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  the 
British  Government.    Therefore,  those  honds  which  unite  people  into 
a  nation  were  unknown  in  India.    The  people  themselves  did  not  have 
national  consciousness.    It  is  only  in  recent  times  that  the  people 
through  modern  English  education,  conmon  British  government,  easy 
transportation  and  commonieatlon,  and  unique  personalities  like 
Mahatma  Geindhi,  have  gained  a  national  consciousness.    Even  such 
conanunities  as  the  Anglo-Indians,  the  Indian  Christians  and  the  Mc 
hammedsms  have  definitely  identified  themselves  with  India  and  its  lot. 
This  national  consciousness  is  yet  in  its  infancy.    It  needs  to  he 
strengthened  and  made  permanent. 

The  local  self-government  is  still  in  an  experimental  stage. 
The  world  is  watching  India.    The  few  educated  people  are  trying  to 
drag  the  masses  along  with  them.    It  is  a  hard  and  laborious  strtiggle. 
Is  she  going  to  fail  in  this  great  experiment?    Does  she  realize  her 
responsihilities  and  privileges?     The  British  Government  is  watching 


vith  keen  interest.  Every  false  step  Is  blazoned  vith  trumpets.  Fail- 
ure is  'bound  to  end  in  disaster. 

The  most  recent  figures  place  the  percentage  of  literacy  in  all 
India  at  14^  for  men  and  ^  for  vomen.^    These  fev  educated  people 
vield  immense  influence  for  good  or  for  evil  in  the  country.  They 
naturally  become  the  leaders  of  the  ignorant  and  Illiterate  masses. 
Their  position  in  society  is  enviable  and  at  the  same  time  ftdl  of 
responsibility.    These  few  educated  people  have  to  think  clearly  and 
sanely  for  the  masses.    In  such  a  situation  an  unscrupulous  educated 
man  is  more  dangerous  than  a  bad  ignorant  man. 

Hitherto  the  various  communities  such  as  the  Hindus  and  the 
Mohammedajis  lived  side  by  side  in  peace;  because  they  were  all  subjects 
of  some  despotic  monarch.    Sometimes  one  community  was  favoured  in 
preference  to  the  other  by  the  monarch.    The  people  took  this  as  a 
matter  of  course  and  did  not  go  on  strike  over  it.    But  now  the  ideals 
of  democracy  are  shaking  these  communities  to  the  very  foundations. 
The  communities  have  found  a  new  source  of  power  in  controlling  the 
democratic  institutions.    Therefore  the  major  communities  fight  with 
eftch  other  to  appropriate  for  themselves  as  much  power  as  they  can  get. 
Sven  the  minor  communities  send  deputations  and  resolutions  to  get  their 
ri^ts  safeguarded.    The  communal  strikes  are  becoming  common  in  the 
everyday  life  of  India.    In  fact  they  are  becoming  almost  chronic.  The 
shortsighted  leaders  of  each  of  these  communities  incite  their  followers 
to  hold  their  own  a^tainst  other  communities.    Toung  people,  especially 

TT    We  Christian  Missions  in  Bural  India.    Kenyon  L.  Butterf ield 

p.  23. 


the  students  in  schools  and  colleges,  are  eachorted  to  join  the  strikes. 
This  is  a  very  sinister  trend  in  the  national  life  of  India. 

In  England  and  America,  the  political  divisions  are  hy  parties 
such  as  lahor  party,  consertative  party,  etc.;  the  people  in  these 
parties  do  not  as  a  rule  divide  themselves  on  the  "basis  of  religion. 
But  in  India  the  people  demand  comracinal  representation.    In  other  words, 
the  political  government  is  forced  to  recognize  religion,  and  sometimes 
castes.    In  such  a  situation,  it  is  difficult  to  get  justice  in  the 
hands  of  a  puhlic  officer  when  he  helongs  to  a  rival  comnmnity.  Justice 
tends  to  he  perverted,  and  favoritism  runs  rife.    At  present  the  repre- 
sentation in  various  puhlic  hodies  is  on  the  basis  of  communities.  Some 
of  the  Indian  leaders  saw  the  iniquity  of  this  arrangement  and  advocated 
representation  on  a  different  hasis.    But  the  leaders  of  the  communities 
opposed  it.    Bow  it  is  certain  that  the  British  Government  is  going  to 
award  representation  on  the  "basis  of  communities  in  the  incoming  reforms 
This  is  harmful  to  national  unity.    But  at  the  present  time  there  is  no 
other  way  out. 

In  view  of  the  ahove  facts,  one  can  see  easily  the  importance 
of  training  the  children  to  he  good  citizens  so  that  they  may  meet  the 
new  forces  and  changing  conditions  wisely  and  intelligently.    Bever  "be- 
fore in  the  history  of  India  has  the  prohlem  of  civic  education  heen  so 
important  and  urgent  as  it  is  today.    The  leaders  of  institutions  that 
are  responsihle  for  training  young  people  to  he  good  citizens,  have  to 
realize  the  importance  of  their  task. 

B.    Forces  that  Affect  the  Problem  of  Civic  Education 

Anyone  who  is  interested  in  civic  education  in  India,  should 
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necessarily  know  something  of  the  influence    the  present-day  social 
groups  exert  upon  the  individual.    These  social  groups  have  "been  con- 
trolled "by  certain  laws  and  regulations,  the  beginnings  of  which  are 
lost  to  history.    The  groups  themselves  are  ancient,  conservative  and 
powerful.    Their  influence  is  felt  at  every  turn.    Anyone  who  tries  to 
ignore  them  is  immediately  crushed.    Every  individual  controls  and  regu- 
lates his  "behavior  in  the  ^ight  of  the  community  of  which  he  is  an  in- 
significant mem"ber.    Therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  know  something  of 
these  social  groups. 

1.    Joint  Family.    This  type  of  family  is  described  as  "a  group 
of  natural  or  adoptive  descendents  held  together  "by  subjection  to  the 
eldest  living  ascendent,  great-grandfather,  grandfather  or  father.  The 
head  of  the  group  is  always  in  practice  despotic."^    This  type  of  family 
system  is  peculiar  to  India.    It  is  difficult  to  know  when  it  was  de- 
veloped, but  we  see  it  extended  all  over  India.    In  this  system  all  the 
members  of  the  family,  often  numbering  two  to  three  hundred  persons, 
live  in  the  sane  habitation,  fi^Jive  common  property,  meals  and  religious 
ceremonies.    The  head  of  the  family  exercises  despotic  authority  over  the 
members  of  the  family.    Every  member  must  obey  the  head.    With  reference 
to  the  powers  of  the  head  it  is  said,  "even  now-a-days,  the  manager  does 
not  confine  himself  to  the  financial  part  of  the  household,  there  is  not 
a  single  domestic  affair  of  any  importance  which  may  be  undertaken  with- 
out his  consent  or  knowledge; , and  he  is  even  expected  to  watch  over  the 
spiritual  needs  of  all  the  members  eoid  to  check  irregularities  of  all 
kinds  by  his  sound  discipline. jn  such  a  system  there  is  very  little 

n    Itocyc loped la  of  Beligions  and  Ethics    Vol.  5  and  VI ,  p.  737. 
E.    Ibid,  p.  738. 
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Scope  for  individual  initiative.    The  individiial  is  lost  in  the 
social  group.    The  life  hecome  easy  and  indolent.    This  is  conmninism 
in  its  extreme  sense.    India  is  groaning  under  this  system.    Yet  the 
members  of  the  grnup  do  not  realize  their  pitiful  condition;  on  the 
other  hand,  the  virtues  of  the  system  are  praised  in  many  quarters. 
There  are  no  douht,  a  tevi  advantages,  hut  disadvantages  outweigh  hy 
far  the  advantages. 

2.    Caste.    Another  peculiar  social  organization  which  has 
taken  deep  root  in  the  Indian  soil  is  known  as  casts.    Caste  is  not  a 
religion  nor  a  religious  institution,  hut  is  a  social  one,  and  it  is 
very  ancient.  ^  The  Hindu  society  is  divided  into  a  large  numher  of 
entirely  separate  social  groups  or  castes,  the  members  of  which  are 
compelled  to  ah  stain  from  eating  with,  or  marrying  persons  helonging 
to  other  castes.    The  caste  rules  are  so  rigid  and  extensive  that  they 
prescrihe  exactly  what  a  person  should  eat,  how  he  should  hehave  towards 
his  caste  people  and  also  towards  other  caste  people,  what  purification 
ceremonies  he  should  perform,  how  he  should  marry,  and  the  kind  of  girl 
he  should  choose.    The  regulations  are  so  ancient  that  nohody  ever 
thinks  of  changing  them.    All  ohey  without  question.     "They  (Hindus) 
cannot  dispute  the  theory  that  caste  is  permanent  and  immutahle."  In 
other  countries  whenever  a  clash  occured  hetween  the  temporal  power  and 
the  spiritual  power  it  was  the  temporal  power  that  won  out.    But  in 
India  on  account  of  the  caste  system,  it  is  religion  that  has  "become 
successful.    The  Brahmin,  who  is  the  priest,  occupies  the  highest  place 
in  the  caste  system.     "In  other  countries,  a  rivalry  has  generally  re- 
sulted   in  the  triumph  of  the  temporal  power  over  the  spiritual,  hut  in 
India  the  reverse  has  heen  the  case.    The  caste  system  with  its  water- 
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tight    compartments,  has  aliiays  heen  adverse  to  a  regular  political 
organization,  while  the  greater  importance  attached  to  religious  rites 
and  ceremonial  ohservances  has  enahled  the  priestly  caste  to  aggrandize 
itself  to  an  extent  wholly  -inknown  elsewhere. "1    The  caste  systems 
maintains  discipline  in  the  caste  through  the  recognized  leaders,  in 
the  community.    These  leaders  form  a  council  known  as  caste  Punchayat 
or  caste  coxincil.    With  regard  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  caste 
Punchayat,  it  is  said  that  "they  settle  disputes,  they  fix  expenses  for 
marriages  and  funerals,  they  punish  departures  from  estalDlished  social 
customs,  and  discuss  all  sorts  of  questions  concerning  their  relations 
among  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  village.    They  are  really  the 
parliament  of  the  caste  as  well  as  it  magistrate.    They  punish  with 
fines  and  excommunications."^    The  decision  of  the  Punchayat  is  "binding 
on  all  memhers  of  the  caste.    Their  authority  is  never  questioned.  For 
small  offenses  fines  are  levied  while  in  serious  cases  excommunication 
is  resorted  to,    "A  nejx  against  whom  this  sentence  has  heen  pronounced 
is  cut  off  from  all  intercourse  with  his  fellow  caste  men,  who  will 
neither  eat  nor  smoke  nor  associate  with  him;  he  is  shunned  as  a  leper, 
and  his  life  is  made  so  miserable  that  he  soon  becomes  eager  to  accept 
any  conditions  that  may  he  imposed  upon  him. This  institution  also, 
like  the  joint  family  system  has  crushed  individualism.    The  individual 
is  afraid  to  say  anything  which  may  clash  with  the  traditional  thoughts 
ajid  customs.    Today  there  are  thousands  of  people  who  do  not  helieve 
in  the  caste  system,  in  untouchahility  or  in  child  marriages,  hut  they 
find  it  difficult  to  express  their  ideas  and  opinions  holdly  and  openly. 

Y,    Ibid.  Vol.  3  and  4  p.  236. 

2.  Elementary  Civics  and  Administration    Man  Yohun  and  N. C. Darrwalla 

p.  117 

3.  Encyclopedia  of  Religions  and  Ethics    Vol.  3  and  4    p.  232. 


I 


j 

f 


ii 


Taking  a  lead  in  such  matters  is  very  hard  indeed. 

3.  XJntouchahility.    India  has  ahout  70  millions  of  untouch- 
ahles.    In  other  words,  out  of  every  six  persons  one  is  an  untouchahle. 
These  unfortunate  i>eople  mostly  live  outside  of  the  villages  and  engage 
in  occupations  vhich  no  caste  man  would  deign  to  do.    Often  they  eat 
carcase  meat.    They  have  no  place  in  society.    The  worst  caste  man  la 
more  respected  than  the  hest  untouch&hle.    Yet  the  untouchable  is  indis- 
pensih^e  to  the  village  aconomy.    Ho  caste  man  vould  remove  dead  bodies 
of  animals,  or  work  in  leather.    Leather  materials  are  absolutely  neces- 
sary   for  cultivation.    Then  again,  it  is  the  untouchables  who  keep  the 
village  clean.    Of  cotirse,  on  accoxint  of  long  practice,  the  untouchable 
himself  does  not  feel  either  the  injustice  of  his  nei^bors  or  the  in- 
sult that  is  helped  upon  him.    He  thinks  that  he  is  born  to  it,  and 
fate  has  placed  him  there.    The  untouchables  or  the  caste  people  also 
feel  the  same  towards  him.    They  are  not  sorry  for  him.    The  caste 
child  from  almost  infancy  is  tau^t  not  to  toueh  the  untouchable.  The 
untouchables  on  the  other  hand  teach  their  children  never  to  go  near  a 
caste  man.    So  the  children  from  their  childhood  receive  false  ideas 
with  regard  to  their  place  in  society.    In  fact  the  whole  caste  system 
gives  this  unfortunate  backgrovuad  to  the  children.    This  is  very  harm- 
ful to  them.    Then  again  the  dignity  of  labor  has  no  meaning  to  the 
Indian  child.    To  him  the  man  who  works  in  leather  is  inferior,  while 
the  man  who  reads  scriptures  is  superior  to  all  other  persons.  Thus, 
false  values  placed  upon  people  and  their  professions  have  warped  the 
thoughts  and  ideals  of  the  people  of  India. 

4.  The  Village  Community.    This  is  not  a  social  organization; 
yet  its  influence  upon  the  social  conduct  of  the  individual  has  been 
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tremendous.    Therefore,  it  is  treated  here  in  a  hrief  way.    India  has 
always  "been  a  conservative  country.    Invaders  svept  through  the  country 
like  tornadoes.    Kingdoms  came  into  being  OTer  night  like  mushrooms 
and  disappeared  as  quickly  as  the  morning  dew.    The  Indian  villager  was 
hardly  touched  hy  these  changes.    He  lifted  up  his  head  just  for  a  "brief 
minute  and  then  "buried  himself  in  his  daily  toil  and  customs  as  though 
nothing  had  happened.    But  this  very  conservatism  has  helped  the  people 
to  "be  true  to  those  sipple  ideals  of  citizenship.    "The  village  commun- 
ity, pure  and  simple,  is  an  extremely  conservative  "body,  doing  what  has 
"been  done  in  the  past  and  not  attempting  to  do  what  their  forefathers, 
in  their  wisdom,  did  not  think  it  right  to  do.    In  spite  of  its  evils 
and  drawbacks  it  must  he  said  that  this  extreme  conservatism  of  the 
village  community,  this  obstinate  clinging  to  the  customs  and  traditions 
of  the  forefathers,  have  saved  our  social  life  from  disintegration. 
The  village  community  has  been  the  great  preserver  of  national  inheri- 
tance.   Notwithstanding  the  endless  changes  of  time,  notwithstanding 
the  repeated  changes  of  dynasties  through  hundreds  of  years,  the  village 
community  has  gone  on  pursuing  its  even  course  and  never  departing  much 
from  the  traditions  of  the  past.^l    This  staement  is  true.    Man  under 
this  system  became  a  good  and  law  abiding  citizen  in  the  nstrrow  sense. 
Each  village  was  self-sufficient  and  autonomous.    However,  this  system 
can  never  answer  the  present  day  problems. 

It  has  been  noticed  how  the  joint  family  system,  the  caste 
system,  untouchability  and  village  government    have  molded  Indian  so- 
ciety.   But  in  recent  years,  due  to  better  transportation  and  communi- 
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cation  facilities,  introduction  of  machinery,  ea^fer  industrialization, 
female  education  and  liberal  education  to  all  people  regardless  of 
caste  or  creed,  these  older  institutions  are  disintegrating.  Conse- 
qtiently  society  also  is  changing  rapidly.    The  impact  of  tumultuous 
Western  civilization  upon  the  ancient,  serene  and  peaceful  Eastern 
civilization  is  causing  great  upheavals  in  the  Indian  eocial  structure. 
The  old  wine  skins  are  "bursting  with  the  new  wine.    "The  self-sufficien- 
cy of  the  Indian  village,  which  continued  almost  intact  until  the  middle 
of  the  last  centviry  has  "been  showing  a  rapid  tendency  to  disappear. 
Owing  partly  to  the  gradual  mixing  up  of  the  different  races  and  religious 
groups  in  the  village,  "but  mainly  to  the  rapid  development  of  the  means 
of  transportation  and  comnranication,  and  the  replacement  of  "barter  "by 
mone.7  economy,  the  sincient  self-sufficiency    of  the  village  has  largely 
disappeared.    Individual  action,  has  for  sometime  past,  "been  taking  the 
place  of  common  action.    Different  and  sometimes  clashing  interests  have 
developed,  and  the  sense  of  unity  and  harmony  which  marked  the  village 
of  old  has  vanished."!    This  statement  will  he  appreciated,  when  one 
realizes  that  nine  out  of  ten  persons  living  in  India  live  in  hamlets 
with  an  average  population  of  ahout  418  persons.    VLr.  T.  J.  liartin,  in 
his  census  report  of  India  for  1921  says  "the  vast  population  of  India 
is  essentially  agricultural  and  rural,  town  life  heing  to  the  majority 
of  the  people  unpopular  and  artificial."    This  statement  is  as  true  to- 
day as  it  was  ten  years  ago.    In  the  same  way,  joint  family  system,  un- 
touchahility  and  the  caste  system  are  rapidly  changing.    The  iron  hands 
of  caste  are  loosening.    Inter-caste  marriages,  opening  of  Hindu-Ortho- 
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dox  temples  to  the  untoxicha'bles,  >widow  marriages  are  "becoming  events  of 
every  day.    In  all  these  reforms  it  is  the  individual  action  that  has 
counted  for  most. 

C.    How  have  these  Social  Groups  Affected  the  Character  of  the  People? 

As  a  result  of  the  severity  on  the  part  of  the  social  groups, 
the  individual  Mtt  lest  his  individuality.    He  fiss  crushed  under  the 
heavy  hurden  of  society.    He  "became  helpless  and  inert.    Society  instead 
of  helping  the  individual  to  find  himBelf,  smothered  his  personality. 
In  the  West  a  high  and  extreme  form  of  individualism  is  seen.  "Sagged 
individualism"  has  aluays  "been  considered  a  virtue.    It  is  only  in  re- 
cent years,  that  the  social  responsihilities  have  "been  realized  here. 
Exactly  opposite  to  what  is  found  iri  America,  vas  developed  in  India. 
With  the  Indians  it  is  not  that  they  do  not  have  those  nohle  qualities 
which  go  to  make  them  good  citizens;  "but  that  the  pro"blem  is  to  make 
the  Indian  a  vital,  thinking  and  heroic  "being.    It  is  evident  that  if 
he  is  to  make  this  accomplishment,  it  is  necessary  that  he  discard 
everything  that  is  calculated  to  crush  him  down,  and  holdly  and  openly 
accept  only  that  which  is  good  and  no'ble.    He  must  learn  to  defend  him- 
self against  the  oppressions  of  class  or  society,    Tet  he  ought  to  co- 
operate with  society  and  purify  its  a"bu8es.    He  should  try  to  revital- 
ize it  80  that  it  may  give  up  its  narrow  and  restricted  grooves  and 
adopt  modern  and  scientific  attitudes  towards  life.    The  society  must 
exist  for  the  sake  of  giving  opportunities  to  the  individual  for  him  to 
develop  in  the  hflst  wa^-.    In  other  words,  the  society  must  endeavor  to 
draw  out  the  "best  in  the  individual.    So  the  social  groups  in  India  have 
to  change  their  character  and  make  themselves  fit  to  cope  with  the 
changes  that  are  "bound  to  come  with  the  march  of  time. 
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The  Indian  is  loyal  only  to  the  smaller  group  such  as  his 
caste,  family  or  village.    His  interests  and  loyalties  are  narrow. 
He  has  little  national  consciousness,  hut  nov  he  should  learn  to  he 
tolerant,  sympathetic  and  cooperative.    Hitherto  his  attitude  towards 
other  religions  and  castes  was  tolerant,  hut  apathetic  and  detached. 
But  now  he  ought  to  learn  to  energize  his  toleration  and  understand 
his  neighhors  with  a  greater  sense  of  compassion.    He  should  he  toler- 
ant of  other  castes  especially  the  untouchahles  6uid  learn  tp  regard  the 
untouchable  as  a  human  heing  deserving  of  sympathy,  affection  and  friend- 
ship.   He  should  learn  to  cooperate  with  the  people  of  other  religions  in 
the  matter  of  civic  and  national  hetterment.    Ahove  all  he  must  learn  to 
sacrifice  the  lesser  good  for  the  greater  good  of  the  greatest  number. 

The  Indian  is  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  culture  and  contri- 
butions of  his  co\intry  to  the  world  of  thought  and  progress.    India  has 
achieved  fame  in  medicine,  astronomy,  literature,  engineering,  painting, 
scnlptrore  and  art.    The  Indians  themselves  do  not  know  the  greatness  of 
their  country.    In  fact  it  is  the  western  scholars  who  have  unearthed 
the  past  knowledge  and  achievements  of  India. 

Caste  and  untouchability  have  made  a  very  deep  impression  upon 
the  people.    Some  people  are  considered  to  he  naturally  superior  while 
others  naturally  inferior.    The  place  of  a  person  depends  upon  the 
Caste  in  which  he  is  born.    It  is  almost  impossible  for  a  man  to  rise 
and  become  a  member  of  the  higher  caste.    He  is  compelled  to  remain  in 
his  caste.    This  spirit  is  incompatible  with  democratic  ideals.  India 
wants  a  democratic  form  of  government.    So  the  people  have  to  modify 
the  character  of  their  social  institutions  so  that  they  (people)  may 
develop  those  qualities  which  are  absolutely  necessary  to  make  demo- 
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cratic  forms  of  government  successful. 

Then  again  the  Indian  has  no  international  outlook.    It  is  only 
in  recent  tiines  that  he  has  "been  travelling  freely  ahroad  and  coming  in 
contact  with  people  of  other  countries,  cultures  and  races.    There  are 
few  neiBspapers  which  give  an  international  outlook  to  the  people.  Even 
they  gave  such  information,  there  are  few  people  to  read  and  dissen- 
inate  it  among  the  masses.    India  is  an  original  member  of  the  league  of 
nations  and  has  heen  sending  its  representative  to  the  meetings  and  de- 
liberations,   let  the  people  in  general  are  not  taking  an  interest  in 
international  affairs. 

We  have  noted  "briefly  the  influence  of  various  social  institu- 
tions in  India.    We  have  also  shown  how  they  are  disintegrating.  We 
further  tried  to  explain  some  of  the  serious  defects  that  these  institu- 
tions have  stamped  upon  the  character  of  the  people.    We  realize  the 
great  and  valualDle  contrihutions  these  societies  have  made.    Now  we  note 
how  we  can  make  the  people  "better  suited  to  assume  responsihilities  and 
exercise  the  privileges  of  democracy.    The  prohlem  is  so  vast  that  it  is 
almost  staggering.    However,  this  thesis  is  concerned  only  with  the  second 
ary  school  children.    The  protlem  is  then  to  train  these  children  to  he 
"better  citizens.    This  can  he  done  through  civic  education. 
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CHAPTEE  I  -  CIVIC  EIU CATION 

A.  Definition 

Civic  education  is  defined  ty  Snedden  as  "the  ffum  total  of  all 
those  specific  teachings,  activities,  and  forms  of  school  control  or  organ- 
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ization  that  the  school  may  utilize  purpostely  for  the  development  of 
"better  "behaviors  in  large  group  relationships."    This  important  definition 
shows  the  aim  and  also  the  means  of  civic  education.    The  aim  is  •'hetter 
"behaviors  in  large  group  relationships"  ajid  the  means  are  "specific  teach- 
ings, activities,  and  forms  of  school  control  and  organization." 

The  aim  of  civic  education  is  "better  "behavior  and  not  merely 
giving  information  on  various  suhjects,  neither  is  it  getting  only  in- 
spirational or  emotional  concepts.    A  hoy  who  declaims  a  patriotic  piece 
of  poetry,  or  a  passage  is  not  necessarily  going  to  "become  a  hetter  citizen. 
•*Inspi rational  and  emotional  concepts  ahout  our  country  will  not  carry 
over  alone.    Information  or  fact  content  is  not  enough.    7/e  roust  somehow 
get  these  young  citizens  to  live  their  civics  in  concrete  situations  every 
school  day,  in  every  school  8u"boect,  in  school  and  out.    Eight  ha"bit 
formation  is  what  we  are  after. "1    Action  or  hehavior  is  to  "be  aimed  for 
in  civic  education. 

Action  or  "behavior  is  not  attained  "by  mere  coinmands.    E.  L. 
Thorndike  says  "if  everyone  of  the  half  million  teachers  of  our  country 
should  tomorrow,  and  everyday  thereafter  for  a  decade,  order  *he  more  in- 
dependent, self-reliant  and  original  than  you  have  "been",  these  hillion 
commands  would  in  and  of  themselves,  do  nothing  to  attain  their  object. 
Provide  the  situations  which  hy  the  nature  of  homo  sapiens,  call  the 
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active  virtues  into  play  and  make  their  exercise  satisfying  to  the  indi- 
vidual.   Induce  these  tendencies  to  act;  and  reward  their  action. "1  The 
method  of  cultivating  "better  behaviors  is  two  fold.    Firstly,  information 
ahout  the  live  prohlems  that  come  up  in  the  social  and  political  life  of 
the  country  is  to  "be  given  so  that  the  children  may  develop  healthy  e- 
motional  attitudes  towards  these  prohlems  and  view  them  with  a  proper 
perspective.    Secondly,  provide  situations  where  the  youthful  citizens 
will  learn  to  act  in  the  way  thay  ought  to  act.    The  duty  of  the  teacher 
then  is  to  give  useful  information  and  to  create  situations  where  the 
student  can  develop  a  good  civic  hahit. 

B.    The  Present  Status  of  Civic  Education 

The  schools,  at  present,  are  doing  very  little  in  the  matter  of 
developing  hetter  "behavior  in  the  citizens  who  come  to  their  doors.  The 
aim  of  the  schools  has  "been  to  give  knowledge  which  is  not  directly  con- 
nected with  the  present  day  pro"blems.    The  Parliamentary  Dispatch  of  1835 
has  "been  considered  as  the  charter  of  educational  privileges  in  India, 
The  dispatch  says  "The  education  which  we  desire  to  see  extended  in  India 
is  that  which  has  for  its  o"bject  the  diffusion  of  arts,  science,  philoso- 
phy and  literature  of  Europe;  in  short,  or  European  knowledge."    H.  R. 
James,  an  educational  expert  in  India  with  regard  to  this  dispatch  says, 
"The  dispatch  of  1835  is  thus  the  climax  in  the  history  of  Indian  edu- 
cation.   What  goes  "before  leads  up  to  it,  and  what  follows  flows  from  it." 
The  schools  in  India  are  "busy  *dif fasing'knowledge.    They  are  not  pre- 
paring students  for  life.    The  children  here,  do  not  learn  how  to  meet 
life  situations,  "but  they  learn  to  reproduce  su"bject  matter.    History  and 
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Geography  are  taught,  "but  factual  knowledge  is  more  stressed  than  the 
developing  of  "Ijetter  understanding"  and  "iDetter  "behavior".    In  some 
provinces.  Civics  is  tau^t  in  the  matriculation  class,  hut  again  this 
suhject  is  composed  of  information  with  regard  to  administrative  units, 
aualification  of  voters  and  history  of  reform. 

In  the  year  1835,  Thomas  Bahington  lliacaulay,  suhmitted  a  report 
to  the  Indian  Government  on  Education,  recommending  that  English  should 
he  made  the  medium  for  imparting  knowledge.    The  report  was  accepted. 
In  the  year  1844  this  policy  was  further  strengthened  hy  the  government 
when  they  definitely  laid  down  the  rtle  that  the  preference  would  he 
given  those  applicants  for  puhlic  services  who  would  acquire  English 
education.    This  policy  has  heen  consistently  followed  in  India.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  English  language  has  had  great  influence  in 
unifying  India,  the  policy  of  the  government  has  heen  exerting  a  had 
influence  upon  the  students.    The  Indian  looks  upon  education  as  a  means 
to  get  a  government  post.    The  University  examinations  and  the  puhlic 
examinations  loom  large  in  the  eyes  of  the  students.    To  secure  a  cer- 
tificate is  considered  to  he  the  aim  of  education  hecause  the  certifi- 
cate is  the  passport  to  a  government  joh.    The  examination  system  is 
such  that  it  forces  itself  upon  the  students*  consciousness  all  the 
time.    "]l?ental  discipline"  theory  seems  to  overshadow  the  whole  edu- 
cational policy.    This  narrow  aim  of  education  has  heen  very  harmful 
and  the  schools,  therefore,  have  not  heen  training  the  students  to 
develop  hetter  hehaviors. 

Of  the  recommendation  made  hy  the  Hunter  Commission  in  the  year 
1883,  on  the  educational  policy  of  India,  the  following  have  impeded 
the  cause  of  civic  education* 
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1.  T!h.e  government  gradually  to  withdraw  from  giving  higher 
education, 

2.  Secondary  schools  to  "be  ms.intained  only  where  local  sup- 
port and  demand  are  realized. 

3.  Grants-in-aid  to  he  given  to  private  educational  institu- 
tions and  therehy  increase  their  numher.l 

These  private  educational  institutions  to  give  almost  all  hi^er  and 
secondary  education.    These  policies  are  heing  followed  in  India  at 
the  present  time.    The  grants  for  these  institutions  depend  to  an 
appreciahle  extent  upon  the  result  of  the  institutions  in  the  public 
examinations.     In  a  state  like  this,  naturally  the  schools  are  inter- 
ested in  getting  their  students  to  pass  the  puhlic  examination*  The 
schools  coach  students  for  that  hig  event.    In  such  atmosphere,  the  aim 
of  creating  better  citizens  cannot  thrive  well.    Then  again  the  puhlic 
itself  which  supports  these  schools,  has  very  little  conception  of 
Civic  education,  and  does  not  urge  the  schools  to  develop  hetter  he- 
havior  in  the  school  children.    They  send  their  children  to  school  so 
that  they  may  make  good  in  life, 

India  is  ruled  hy  England.    Her  motives  in  ruling  the  country 
are  not  always  henevolent  and  altruistic.    So  she  is  not  in  a  hurry  to 
devote  her  attention  to  civic  education.    In  fact  even  in  England 
''citizenship  training"  is  a  comparatively  new  thing.    She  has  not  "been 
very  democratic  in  her  educational  policy  in  her  own  country.    So  it 
is  perfectly  natural  that  she  should  devote  very  little  or  no  attention 
to  this  suhject  in  India, 

The  ahove  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  the  schools  are  doing  very 
little  in  the  matter  of  developing  hetter  hehavior  in  the  school 
children. 

1.    The  Indian  Tear  Book    p.  384. 
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C.    What  Ought  the  Schools  to  do 

In  the  first  place  the  schools  must  realize  that  they  are  im- 
portant socializing  agencies.    Often  the  relationship  that  ought  to 
exist  "between  the  school  and  the  society  is  realized  neither  "by  the 
school  which  is  "busy  imparting  knowledge  nor  hy  the  society  which  re- 
gards the  school  as  a  place  where  children  can  get  suhjects.  The 
school  cannot  exist  without  society.    \7hy  does  society  i^aintain  the 
school?    Is  it  merely  for  the  sake  of  making  their  children  good 
breadwinners?    Is  it  merely  to  make  them  literate?    Or  is  it  for  mak- 
ing them  gentlemen?    No,  the  society  maintains  the  schools  so  that  they 
may  turn  out  children  to  "be  its  worthy  members;  or  that  they  may  have 
"better  social  "behavior.    TIThile  writing  ahout  the  contri"butions  of  Her- 
"bart  to  the  new  conceptions  of  education,  (^"bcerley  says  "Seeing  the 
educational  purpose  in  a  clearer  perspective  than  had  those  who  had 
gone  "before  him,  he  showed  that  education  must  have  for  its  function 
the  preparation  of  man  to  live  in  organized  society,  and  that  character 
and  social  morality,  rather  than  individual  development,  must,  in  con- 
sequence "be  the  larger  aims,"^    John  Dewey  says  that  "the  primary  "busi- 
ness of  the  school  is  to  train  in  cooperative  and  mutually  helpful  liv- 
ing", and  that  "the  school  should  "be  life,  not  a  preparation  for  living? 
He  further  says  "Social  efficiency,  and  not  mere  knowledge  is  to  "be  the 
end,  and  this  social  efficiency  is  to  "be  produced  through  participation 
in  the  activities  of  an  institution  of  society,  the  school."  Ellwood 
P.  Ouhherley,  writing  on  John  Dewey* s  Educational  Philosophy  says, "edu- 
cation therefores  involves  not  merely  learning,  "but  play,  construction, 
use  of  tools,  contact  with  nature,  expression,  and  activity,  and  the 
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school  should  "be  a  place  where  children  are  working  rather  than  listen- 
ing, learning  life  hy  living  life,  and  "beccming  accviainted  with  the 
social  institutions  and  industrial  processes  hy  studying  them.  The 
work  of  the  school  is  in  large  part  to  reduce  the  complexity  of  modern 
life  to  such  terms  as  children  can  understand,  and  to  introduce  the 
child  to  modern  life  through  simplified  experiences."!    So  it  is  seen 
clearly  that  the  "business  of  education  and  the  school  is  to  prepare 
men  to  live  in  an  organized  society. 

But  the  organized  society  groups,  especially  the  smaller  ones, 
may  not  he  the  right  kinds.    Ideals  that  govern  such  groups  may  he 
narrov/  and  tend  to  harm  the  larger  groups.    The  school  cannot  he  pre- 
paring students  to  adjust  themselves  to  such  narrow  groups.    It  should 
know  the  weaknesses  and  shortcomings  of  the  social  structure  and  act- 
ually and  deliherately  take  the  lead  in  the  right  direction  and  edu- 
cate children  so  that  they  may  act  wisely  in  their  social  relation- 
ships.   It  should  try  to  meet  the  social  prohlems.    George  S.  Counts 
says  "If  progressive  education  is  to  he  genuinely  progressive....  it 
must  face  squarely  and  courageously  every  social  issue,  come  to  grips 
with  life  in  all  its  stark  reality,  estahlish  an  organic  relation 
with  the  comiminity,  develop  a  realistic  and  comprehensive  theory  of 
welfare,  fashion  a  compelling  and  challenging  vision  of  human  destiny, 
and  hecome  less  frightened  than  it  is  today  at  the  hogies  of  imposition 
and  indoctrination."^    This  may  seem  a  large  order  hut  unless  the 
schools  engage  themselves  in  this  important  task  the  society  cannot 
he  regenerated. 

TI    Brief  History  of  Education    Ellwood  P.  Cuhherley    p.  436. 
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For  the  school  to  assume  leadership  in  political,  economical 
and  social  fields  is  not  an  easy  task.    On  the  other  hand  the  school 
entangles  itself  in  the  great  life  struggle.    The  peaceful  academic 
atmosphere  of  the  school  room  is  dispelled.    The  school  lays  itself 
open  to  criticism  and  hitter  attack.    The  teachers  will  come  under 
condemnation  of  politicians.    But  "society  is  never  redeemed  without 
effort,  struggle  and  sacrifice. "1    Leadership  means  misunderstanding 
and  calumny.    But  that  is  the  only  way  that  society  can  he  helped  to 
purge  itself  of  its  evils.    "Any  individual  or  group  that  would  aspire 
to  lead  society  must  he  ready  to  pay  the  cost  of  leadership;  to  accept 
responsihility ,  to  suffer  calumny,  to  surrender  security,  to  risk  repu- 
tation and  fortune,"^ 

The  ahove  contention  leads  one  to  an  important  issue.  Should 
the  school  take  sides?    Is  the  school  right  in  influencing  the  child 
in  one  way  or  the  other?    Any  school  which  takes  the  lead  in  the 
prohlems  that  meet  daily  life,  cannot  hut  take  sides.    It  is  contended 
in  this  thesis  that  the  school  must  take  issue  with  the  prohlems  of 
society.    The  child  when  it  comes  into  the  world  does  not  have  a  mind 
like  a  hlank  piece  of  hlotting-paper  which  gets  numerous  impressions. 
He  is  hut  a  hundle  of  potentialities.    The  home,  the  school,  and  the 
society  constantly  influence  him  one  way  or  the  other.  "Complete 
impartiality  in  training  is  impossihle. This  does  not  mean  that 
the  child  should  he  filled  with  narrow  doctrines,  petty  ideas  and 
grotesque  prejudices,  hut  it  does  nean  that  the  child  in  the  school 

T,    Ibid    p.  8 
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should  get  aCQuainted  with  the  problems  of  life.    The  doctrine  of 
unrestrained  freedom  in  education  is  not  a  healthy  doctrine.    In  fact 
in  this  complexity  of  life  it  is  impossible  to  leave  the  child  utterly 
free  from  all  influences  of  thought  or  action.     "Harrow  indoctrination 
is  wrong  and  also  utter  freedom  to  the  child  is  also  wrong.  Impositions 
are  necessary.    Society  imposes  and  thereby  releases  energy  of  the 
child  to  iDecome  great."!    The  school,  in  making  the  child  to  confront 
the  life  issues  actually  releases  energy  of  the  child  to  meet  these 
issues  in  an  intelligent  and  deliberate  way. 


1.    Ibid    p.  12 
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CHAPTER  II 


A.  Materials  for  Civic  Education 

From  the  preceeding  chapter,  it  is  seen  how  important  a  place 
the  school  occupies,  or  rather,  ought  to  occupy  in  society.  Now,  in 
the  Indian  society,  if  the  school  should  occupy  such  an  important 
place,  what  are  the  prohlems  that  challenge  her?  Y/hat  materials  can 
the  schools  use  to  create  life  situations  where  the  child  can  act  and 
develop  "better  hehavior?  What  are  the  concrete  situations  where  the 
"young  citizens  can  live  their  civics."? 

1.  Caste.    It  has  already  "been  explained  what  caste  is.  The 
time  has  come  for  the  Indian  people  to  forget  their  narrow  caste  differ- 
ences and  unite  on  all  hroad  and  general  principles  that  affect  the  whole 
nation.    The  people  should  learn  to  follow  great  leaders  regardless  of 
what  caste  the  leaders  "belong  to.    The  prejudice  that  one  caste  is  in- 
ferior or  superior  to  the  other,  should  he  set  aside.    The  privileged 
castes  should  voluntarily  and  cheerfully  relinquish  their  unwarranted 
positions  of  power  and  influence.    At  the  same  time,  the  low  caste 
people  should  "be  raised  so  that  they  may  feel  that  they  are  e(iual  to 
other  people. 

2.  Hindu-moslem  Unity.    There  are  ahout  two  million  Hindus,  and 
seventy  million  Mohairraedans  in  India.    The  Mohammedans  are  suspicious 
of  the  Hindus.    Sometimes  evidences  of  bigotry  and  religious  hatred  is 
seen  in  "both  the  communities.    The  animosity  in  the  communities  has, 
in  the  past,  caused  numerous  hreaches  of  peace  in  pu"blic  life.  The 
Mohammedans  openly  and  vehemently  avow  that  they  are  Indians  and  ^ndia 
is  their  home.    The  Hindus,  too,  are  Indians.    So  these  two  major 
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commanities  should  lay  aside  their  hatred  and  hecome  one  in  their  de- 
sire to  promote  the  national  welfare.    At  present  the  children  are  fed 
on  narrow  prejudices  and  religious  hatreds.    The  result  is  that  when 
there  is  a  slight  excuse  there  is  an  open  conflict  and  sometimes 
"bloodshed.    If  the  Hindiis  and  the  Mohaamiedans  are  really  patriotic,  as 
they  profess  to  he,  they  should  find  a  way  to  influence  the  growing 
generation  for  promoting  active  tolerance.    The  study  of  hoth  Hindu 
and  Mohammedan  culture,  literature,  arts,  painting  and  sculpture 
might  help  each  commuxity  to  understand  and  respect  the  other. 

3.  Untouchahility.    India  at  the  present  time,  shakes  to  the 
very  foundation  merely  at  the  mention  of  the  word  ♦hintouchahility". 
The  harm  and  injustice  meted  out  to  these  people  can  never  he  exagger- 
ated.   India  ought  to  stand  penitent  hefore  the  whole  world  and  ac- 
knowledge her  guilt,  and  then  work  for  the  uplift  of  these  poor  and 
dumh  underdogs.    Y/hen  the  children  from  their  infancy  are  hrou^t  up 
to  look  down  upon  the  untouchahle,  now  merely  preachments^  orations, 
and  long  articles  in  papers  will  not  help  to  undo  the  harm.    The  pre- 
judices are  too  deepseated.    Something  more  radical  than  mere  talking 
will  have  to  he  done. 

4,  Douhl- standards  hased  on  sex.    Nearly  half  the  population  is 
suffering  unfair  treatment  at  the  hands  of  the  other  half.    There  is 
98^  of  illiteracy  among  the  Indian  women.    In  the  majority  of  cases 
the  women  have  no  property  inherit ence  rights.    Consequently  they  are 
forced  to  he  in  economic  "bondage.    Very  often  widow  remarriages  are 
opposed  and  even  forhidden.    Men  are  autocratic  in  their  attitude 
towards  women.    Man  is  allovjed  to  have  more  than  one  wife  while  the 
woman  is  enforced  to  perpetual  widowhood.    The  standard  of  morality 
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for  "both  the  sexes  Is  not  the  same.    The  v.oman  should  he  emancipated* 
In  all  fairness  it  should  he  said  that  there  are  many  hopeful  signs 
on  the  IndiaJi  horizon  with  reference  to  this  important  prohlem.  Tet 
a  great  deal  has  still  to  he  done. 

5.  Indian  Princes.    There  are  ahout  seven  hundred  Indian  Princes 
who  are  independent  rulers  in  their  own  territories.    Each  of  the 
princes  has  his  treaty  with  the  permanent  power  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment,   These  princes  are  afraid  of  the  central  power  "being  transferred 
to  the  Indian  legislative  councils.    Often  they  ohstruct  Indians 
march  to  freedom.    Their  fear  that  their  power  may  he  taken  away  from 
them  and  their  rights  violated,  should  he  allayed.    At  the  same  time, 
the  just  and  natural  rights  of  the  sutjects  in  these  independent 
territories  should  he  safeguarded. 

6.  Self-government.      India  wants  self-government.    It  is  using 
varioQs  methods,  sometimes  peaceful  and  at  other  times  violent,  to 
make  the  government  know  of  their  wishes.    More  and  more  young  people, 
especially  in  colleges  and  schools,  are  following  the  so-called  poli- 
tical leaders,  and  go  to  excess  in  their  inordinate  zeal  to  procure 
freedom. 

7.  Economic  Life.      India  is  one  of  the  poorest  coxmtries  in 

the  world.    **The  most  optimistic  estimates  give  eight  pounds  or  $40 

per  head  per  year.    There  is  a  general  agreement  that  the  income  of 

the  60,000,000  outcastes  is  harely  ahove  the  starving  line,  and  it 

is  helieved  that  there  are  as  many  more  millions  who  are  living  on 

an  extremely  low  standard  judged  hy  any  criterion.    In  fact  there  is 

prohahly  in  India  a  population  as  large  as  that  of  the  United  States 

which  is  perpetually  within  the  Zone  of  the  extremest  poverty."! 

Tl    fEe  Christians  Missions  in  Sural  India    K.  L.  Butterfield    p.  16 
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There  are  numerous  causes  which  "bring  on  this  grinding  poverty.  It 
is  impossihle  to  deal  with  each  one  of  them  in  this  thesis »  hut  they 
may  just  he  mentioned.      (1)  There  is  sin  over-supply  of  cattle. 
Sam  Higginhottom  estimates  that  90/o  of  the  cattle  of  India  are  a  drain 
on  the  ecomonic  resources  of  the  coujitry  and  are  kept  at  a  loss  which 
reaches  millions  of  rupees.**  1    Yet  thousands  of  children  suffer  from 
rickets  or  die  from  under-nouri shment .     (2)  Deht.    The  Indian  farmer 
is  groaning  under  the  grinding  huxden  of  deht.    The  Tillage  money  lend- 
er is  a  regular  leech,  sucking  the  yery  life  hlood  of  the  ignorant 
people.    The  rate  of  irterest  ranges  from  20%  to  75%,    Marriages  and 
funerals  and  religious  ceremonies  continually  push  the  poor  Indian  in- 
to deeper  and  deeper  deht.     (3)  Ignorance.    The  farmer  is  ignorant  of 
the  scientific  methods  of  raising  crops  and  of  marketing  them.  The 
land-lord,  the  merchant  and  the  police  exploit  the  poor  farmer.  He 
is  at  the  mercy  of  every  "white-clothed"  man.     (4)  Hoarding,  llr, 
Brayne  states  that  "six  thousand  lakhs  of  rupees  worth  of  gold 
(approximately  $200,000,000)  were  imported  into  India.    The  interest 
on  that  would  he  six  crones  of  rupees.    Think  of  the  waste. "^  India 
is  the  greatest  sinking  pot  for  gold.    People  use  it  for  jewelry  or 
hury  it  underground.    There  are  very  few  facilities  for  hanking.  A 
few  yasirs  ago  there  were  no  hsuiks  which  the  villager  could  approach. 
When  the  productive  capital  is  tied  up  in  gold,  industries  or  hetter 
farm  methods  cannot  develop.     (5)  Mendicants.    There  are  ahout  six 
million  mendicants  and  "holy  men"  who  live  on  charity.    These  are  not 
priests.    These  mendicants  are  a  terrihle  drain  on  society.     (6)  Idle 

T.    fbid    p.  16 
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Time.    The  fanner  is  idle  for  four  months  in  the  year.    He  cannot  do 
anything  in  the  hot  dry  summer.    There  is  no  cottage  industry  which 
can  help  him  to  earn  a  little  money,     (7)  Over-population.  "The 
fandamental  social  problem  in  India  is  Over-Population."    India  has 
within  its  triangular  piece  of  land,  which  is  equal  to  ahout  one-third 
of  the  United  States  in  area,  ahout  one-fifth  of  the  whole  human  race. 
This  is  one  of  the  causes  of  poverty, 

8.  Change  in  Economic  Life,    India  with  its  teeming  millions 
cannot  forever  tie  an  agricultural  country.    Industries  must  he  en- 
couraged.   In  fact  India  is  already  on  the  road  to  heing  industrial- 
ized.   Mill  Industry  is  the  largest  industry  in  India.    Cotton  and 
jute  mills  are  growing  in  numher.    People,  especially  the  poorer 
classes,  are  migrating  to  industrial  centres.    It  is  true  that  Er. 
Gandhi  is  trying  to  pouularize  the  hand- spinning  and  weaving  methods. 
This  may  help  the  people  for  the  time  "being,  hut  it  will  never  solve 
the  prohlem  of  clothing  the  people,    "Minimum  clothing"  is  the  slogan 
in  India  at  the  present  time;  hut  this  cannot  continue.    India  is, 
however,  "being  rapidly  industrialized.    Now  are  we  going  to  commit  the 
same  mistakes  that  the  West  has  committed  in  allowing  the  slums  to  ex- 
ist with  the  industrial  towns  and  in  allowing  the  lahor  to  he  exploited? 

9.  Illiteracy.    The  most  recent  figure  on  illiteracy  is  placed 
at  ahout  14^.    India  can  never  attain  her  ri^tful  position  as  long  as 
there  is  so  much  of  illiteracy.    There  are  thousands  of  villages  where 
it  is  difficult  to  find  even  one  person  who  can  read  and  write  a  letter. 
This  is  a  very  serious  prohlem. 

10.  Sanitation.    There  are  millions  of  people  in  India  who  do  not 
know  even  the  most  rudimentary  rules  of  health  and  sanitation.  Cholera, 
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sm°ll-pox,  plagae,  fevers,  dysentery  and  diarrhoea  carry  away  thousands 
of  victims.    The  death  rate  of  India  ia  twice  that  of  England  and  Wales 
and  nearly  three  times  that  of  New  Zealand  and  her  infant  mortality 
rate  was  nearly  3^  times  that  of  "Rn^rland  and  nearly  4^  times  that  of 
Hew  Zealand.    The  Pahlic  Health  Coinmissioner  in  his  annual  report  for 
the  year  1925  says,  "The  information  furnished  for  the  great  group  of 
infectious  diseases  of  world  import,  i.e.,  plagae,  cholera,  small-pox, 
yellow  fever,  typhus,  malaria  and  dysentery,  show  that,  if  we  except 
typhus  and  yellow  fever,  India  is  one  of  the  world* s  reservoirs  of  in- 
fection for  the  others,  and  the  main  reservoir  of  infection  for  plagae 
and  cholera.    Briefly,  the  implication  is  that  India's  house,  from  the 
puhlic  health  point  of  view,  is  sadly  out  of  color  and  that  this  dis- 
order needs  attending  to.    It  is  not  for  India  to  say  that  so  far  as 
she  is  concerned  prevention  is  impossihle.    If  we  think  of  the  effect 
of  sunlight  on  tuhercular-ridden  children;  of  the  effect  of  feeding  on 
rickets,  scurvy,  and  heri-heri;  of  the  way  in  which  malaria,  cholera, 
yellow  fever,  dengue,  ankylostomiasis  and  filariasis  can  "be  and  have 
"been  overcome,  we  need  have  no  fear  in  regard  to  India,  providing  the 
necessary  measures  are  put  into  operation.**^    The  cause  for  such  ap- 
palling health  conditions  is  that  people  are  ignorant.    The  chief 
medical  officer  to  the  British  Ministry  of  Health  says,  "nothing  is 
more  certain  than  the  fact  that  the  physical  advancement  and  health 
of  mankind  is  dependent,  not  upon  a  doctor's  stunt  here  or  a  sanitary 
institution  there,  "but  upon  the  whole  social  evolution  of  the  people."^ 
The  same  authority  further  says,  "the  reason  lies  in  the  apathy  of  the 

n      TOie  Indian  Year  Book    1931    p.  614 
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people,  and  xhe  tenacity  nith  which  they  cling  to  domestic  customs  in- 
jurious to  health.    While  the  inhabitants  of  the  plains  of  India  are 
on  the  whole  distinguished  for  personal  cleanliness,  the  sense  of  piuhlic 
cleanliness  has  ever  "been  wanting.    Great  improvements  have  "been  made 
in  many  places;  "but  the  village  house  is  still  often  ill-ventilated, 
over-populated;  the  village  site  dirty,  crowded  with  cattle,  choked 
with  rank  vegitation,  and  poisoned  hy  stagnant  pools;  and  the  village 
tanks  polluted,  and  used  indiscriminately  for  "bathing,  cooking,  and 
drinking.    That  ^he  way  to  improvement  lies  through  education  of  the 
people  has  always  "been  recognized."!    So  the  only  remedy  is  to  educate 
the  people  along  these  lines. 

Then  medical  attendance  is  ajaything  "but  adequate.    Millions  of 
people  suffer  without  any  medical  assistance.    Women  especially  suffer 
a  great  deal  of  needless  pain  eind  "bodily  misery.    Medical  assistance 
is  not  within  the  means  of  these  Indian  village  folks.    "The  ignorance, 
the  aruperstitution,  the  apathy  of  the  villagers  with  regard  to  the  most 
elementary  requirements  for  sanitation  are  distressing  "beyond  words. 
The  hospitals  are  pitifully  inadequate  in  numhers,  and  the  government 
service  as  a  matter  of  fact  is  intended  largely  for  emergencies  like 
epidemics. 

These  are  some  of  the  pro"blems  that  the  teacher  of  Civic  Edu- 
cation in  India  has  to  take  into  consideration.    He  can  get  a  great 
mass  of  teaching  material  from  these  facts,  and  use  them  freely.  Only 
through  such  live  materials  can  the  children  "be  made  to  learn  to  culti- 
vate good  ha"bit8  and  "become  "better  citizens. 

T    IFid    p,  613. 
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B.  Place  for  Civic  Education 


He  have  noted  the  method  and  also  the  materials  of  Civic  Edu- 
cation.   Now  a  word  has  to  te  said  ahout  the  place  where  this  education 
can  he  imparted. 

There  are  mainly  two  spheres  in  the  life  of  a  student  which  can 
he  utilized  for  creating  situations  where  the  child  can  learn  to  act: 
(1)  the  classroom,  and  (2)  the  playground. 

The  cjassroom  is  not  a  place  where  mere  information  is  given. 
Mental  and  physical  activity  should  mark  every  lesson  in  the  class. 
"Inspiration,  information  and  participation  are  the  aims  to  he  con- 
stfiintly  held  in  mind  in  training  young  citizens,  and  the  greatest  of 
these  is  participation,  activity,  doing  the  thing."!    The  activity  in 
the  classroom  may  consist  of  thinking  out  solutions  of  prohlems,  col- 
lecting and  organizing  information,  drawing  charts,  working  out  slogans, 
preparing  a  scrap-hook,  collecting  coins,  pictures,  etc.      These  are 
some  of  the  ways  in  which  the  teacher  csin  create  situations  through 
which  the  child  can  develop  hetter  hehavior. 

The  playground  offers  ahundant  opportunity  for  creating  situ- 
ations where  the  child  can  develop  fair  play,  a  sense  of  responsihility, 
cooperation  and  sportsmanship.    These  desirable  qualities  are  learned 
while  playing  or  inaction.    Then  again,  there  are  other  activities 
connected  with  the  school  life  such  as  debating  societies,  cluhs, 
home-room  activities  and  chapel  which  can  he  utilized  with  great  ad- 
vantage.   These  are  called  ertra-curric\ilar  activities. 


1.      Training  in  Citizenship    R.  W.  Hatch    p.  14 
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CHAPTER  III 

Character  Traits  that  Civic  Education  Develops 

It  has  already  heen  said  that  "better  "behavior  is  the  aim  of 
Civic  Education.    Better  "behavior  is  a  general  term.    Therefore,  an 
attempt  is  here  made  to  specify  those  qualities  which  make  up  "better 
"behaviors.    Numerous  qualities  such  as  truthfulness,  helpfulness,  co- 
operation, honesty,  etc.,  do  contribute  to  "better  "behaviors.    It  is 
impos3i"ble  to  list  every  desira"ble  quality  and  try  to  cultivate  it. 
Therefore,  in  the  light  of  the  social  and  economical  conditions  of  the 
people  of  India,  the  following  character  traits  are  to  "be  constantly 
and  assiduously  developed,  hecauee  they  form  the  "basis  of  hehavior  in 
almost  every  situation  which  the  young  citizen  is  required  to  meet* 
The  character  traits  are:  1.  Honesty,  2.  Courage,  3.  Social  Intelli- 
gence, 4,  Common  touch  or  Social  Sympathy,  and  5.  Cooperation. 

Honesty.    This  word  is  used  in  a  "broad  sense  to  include  honesty 
of  thought  and  action.    In  India  ntunerous  people  are  intellectually 
convinced  that  such  institutions  as  caste,  untoucha"bility ,  early 
marriage  are  wrong,  "but  they  often  try  to  defend  them  "because  that 
is  one  way  in  which  they  can  "become  popular  with  the  unthinking  masses. 

Courage.    This  is  a"bsolutely  necessary.    Moral  courage  to  de- 
nounce the  wrong  things  as  wrong  is  needed  in  the  country  more  than 
ever.    Social,  economical  and  political  regeneration  of  India  can  be 
accompli she^  only  "by  men  and  women  who  are  courageous.    Social  groups 
are  strong  and  it  is  not  easy  to  oppose  them.    The  Indian  people  know 
how  to  cooperate  with  small  groups,  "but  do  not  know  how  to  oppose  them 
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when  they  are  wrong. 

Social  Intelligence.    Man  is  "by  nattire  a  social  "being.  He 
finds  it  difficult,  if  not  inrpossi"ble»  to  live  alone.    So  he,  in  his 
normal  life,  constantly  comes  in  contact  with  other  people.    The  way 
he  "behaves  with  his  fellows  shows  his  social  intelligence.    In  othdr 
words,  the  extent  of  sruccess  he  attains  in  the  matter  of  dealing  with 
other  people,  and  if  necessary  managing  them,  shows  the  degree  of 
social  intelligence  he  possesses.    Social  intelligence  is  a  hrain 
quality.    It  gives  confidence  to  the  man  vsho  possesses  it,  among  his 
fellow  men.    Without  this  "brain  quality  it  is  impossi"ble  for  a  man  to 
lead  other  people.    Therefore  every  leader  must  have  it,  and  in  fact 
every  qian  should  develop  it  as  much  as  he  can  so  that  his  life  in 
society  may  he  smooth  and  worthwhile.    Prejudice,  pride,  and  dishonesty 
"both  mental  and  physical  are  some  of  the  defects  that  hinder  the  de- 
velopment of  social  intelligence.    The  Indian  people  are  very  much  in 
need  of  this  valuahle  character  trait  hecause  suspicion  and  fear  among 
communities  are  rife.    Every  community  is  afraid  of  the  domination  of 
the  other.    People  live  in  constant  fear.    It  is  high  time  for  our 
leaders  to  "behave  in  such  a  way  as  to  dispel  fear,  and  inspire  con- 
fidence and  mutual  xmder standing.    Men  with  a  high  degree  of  social 
intelligence  alone  can  accomplish  this  difficult  task.    Then  again, 
the  political  institutions  are  "being  democratized  at  a  rapid  pace. 
Indians  are  "being  placed  in  more  and  more  responsible  positions. 
This  fact  also  calls  for  this  character  trait  xrrgently. 

Social  Sympathy.     Social  sympathy  may  "be  described  as  fellow- 
feeling  in  its  "broadest  sense.    In  a  fairily  if  one  is  htJrt  the  others 
feel  for  him.    Similarly  the  suffering  of  one  family  affects  the 
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feelings  of  other  memtiers  of  the  caste  to  which  the  family  1)6101188. 
In  these  instances  feeling  shoTOi  "by  other  members  towards  the  suffer- 
er is  known  as  sympathy.    Social  sympathy  is  hroader  than  family 
sympathy  or  feeling.    It  emlaraces  the  whole  nation  and  at  times  the 
whole  htuoaan  family.    Aljout  80  years  ago  when  India  was  stricken  with 
a  terrihle  famine,  a  ntunher  of  nations  of  the  Western  world  sent  her 
food.    This  is  an  example  of  social  sympathy  in  a  hroad  sense.  In- 
dians do  have  a  certain  amoimt  of  social  sympathy,  hut  it  is  narrow 
and  restricted  to  the  family  or  the  caste.    It  should  transcend  these 
narrow  limitations  and  extend  to  people  of  other  castes  and  creeds. 
Sense  of  superior  feeling  "based  on  hirth,  wealth  or  advantage  is  very 
harmful,  if  not  fatal,  to  social  sympathy.    In  India  certain  classes 
of  people  asffume  a  feeling  of  condescension  when  dealing  with  some 
other  castes.      This  completely  destroys  social  sympathy.  Brother- 
hood and  social    justice    should  "become  predominant  in  our  "behavior 
towards  those  who  are  underprivileged,  or  the  common  people.    This  is 
the  reason  why  this  character  trait  is  sometimes  known  as  "the  common 
touch".    It  expresses  the  common  "bond  of  sympathy  that  should  exist 
"between  man  and  man. 

Cooperation.    India  often  talks  of  toleration.    Toleration  is  a 
desirahle  virtue,  hut  it  does  not  go  far  enough.    It  is  not  eno\igh 
that  we  should  tolerate  people  helonging  to  other  castes  and  religions, 
"but  we  should  actually  cooperate  with  them  to  make  large  group  relation- 
ships meaningful.    Competition  and  selfishness  have  played  large  parts 
in  our  political  life.    These  are  suicidal  to  national  unity. 

India  needs  a  hroad  vision  of  human  hrotherhood.    She  cannot 
afford  to  forget  that  she  helongs  to  a  family  of  nations.    She  has  to 


■play  an  intelligent  part  as  a  member  of  the  British  Commonwealth. 
India  does  not  gain  anything?  hy  severing  herself  from  this  family. 
She  shotild  cooperate  vith  it  for  mnitaal  benefit  and  better  understand- 
ing. 

To  cultivate  the  ahove  qualities,  a  course  of  study  in  Civic 
Education  for  III,  IV,  and  T  standards  in  the  Secondary  schools  of  In- 
dia is  worked  out  here.    The  entire  subject  matter  is  put  in  the  form 
of  problems  so  that  the  child  may  investigate  and  try  to  find  ajiswers 
for  them.    Some  of  the  problems  will  elude  final  solutions  at  the  hsjids 
of  the  children.    Even  the  e3cperts  may  not  solve  some  of  them  satis- 
factorily.   But  it  is  necessary  for  the  child  to  get  acquainted  with 
them  and  solve  them  according  to  his  ability  and  information.  This 
method  of  putting  the  subject  matter  indiices  the  child  to  participation 
and  self-activity.    Actual  situations  where  the  child  has  to  become 
active  are  worked  out. 

In  dealing  with  character  traits  that  we  are  to  develop  in  the 
citizens,  it  is  impossible  to  build  a  course  of  study  having  in  view 
one  character  trait  at  a  time,  because  these  character  traits  are  de- 
pendent upon  each  other.    For  instance,  cooperation  and  social  sympathy 
are  so  bound  together  that  it  is  impossible  to  separate  them.    In  the 
same  way,  honesty  and  social  intelligence  are  closely  connected.  So 
it  is  impossible  to  develop  a  course  of  study  on  the  basis  of  develop- 
ing one  character  trait  at  a  time.    So  in  building  this  course,  the 
character  traits  are  together  kept  in  mind.    Every  -unit  tries  to  build 
those  traits. 

The  headings  of  units  or  chapters  do  not  indicate  these  charac- 
ter traits  because  making  character  traits  headings  of  chapters  or  units 


r 


r 


35 


would  resolve  the  course  into  a  set  of  moral  lessons.    Children  usually 
do  not  like  such  courses.    So  the  units  in  this  course  deal  directly 
with  the  prohlems  that  the  citizens  meet  in  their  daily  life. 

At  present  in  the  Indian  Secondary  Schools  no  civic  education, 
as  such,  is  given,  except  in  the  last  year  of  the  high  school,  i.e,, 
TII  Standard.    Comparatively  few  students  go  as  far  as  YII  Standard, 
Most  of  them  drop  off  in  the  middle.    These  do  not  get  any  civic  edu- 
cation,   Twhen  a  course  in  III,  IV,  and  T  Standards  is  introduced  a 
larger  numher  of  students  will  he  benefitted    hy  it.    Here  it  is  as- 
sumed that  at  leart  one  period  of  50  minutes  a  week  will  he  set  aside 
for  civic  education  alone. 

The  course  worked  out  here  is  not  a  fusion  course.    It  may  he 
too  early  in  India  to  favor  a  course  like  the  one  worked  out  hy  Harold 
Sugg  in  "An  Introduction  to  American  Civilization",  hut  materials  from 
literature,  history,  geography,  hygiene  and  economics  are  freely  drafted. 
This  course  is  to  he  offered  along  with  the  regular  history  and  ge- 
ography courses.    The  course  on  Civic  Education  should  he  made  com- 
pulsory for  every  student. 
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CHAPTER  IV  -  Conclusion 

This  thesis  is  limited  chieriy  to  that  part  of  civic  education 
which  is  imparted  in  the  classtoom.    The  course  which  is  worked  out  here 
is  not  "by  any  means  complete.    It  is  only  a  sample  of  the  course  that 
needs  to  he  worked  out  for  the  3rd  to  7th  Standards  in  the  secondary 
schools.    There  is  a  great  deal  of  interesting  and  useful  material 
which  could  he  yery  profitahly  used  in  constructing  this  coiirse,  ^he 
economic  well-heing  of  the  individual,  the  lives  of  great  citizens  in 
the  world,  the  prohlems  of  administration  and  government  machinery, 
the  present  day  social,  economical  and  political  trends  in  India,  the 
prohlem  of  international  cooperation,  cheifly  with  reference  to  India 
and  the  prohlems  of  emmigrsuit  Indians  are  some  of  the  units  that  may 
very  conveniently  lend  themselves  to  the  working  of  this  course. 

The  information  that  is  given  in  the  course  may  he  supplemented 
hy  reading  other  hooks  and  periodicals.    A  small  list  of  hooks  that 
may  he  consulted  is  given  at  the  end  of  the  thesis.    Prom  time  to  time 
the  attention  of  the  students  should  he  drawn  to  articles  and  news 
items  in  papers  and  periodicals  which  deal  with  the  prohlems  that  the 
students  may  he  studying  at  the  time.    This  practice  helps  in  making 
the  course  vital  and  interesting.    Students  viewing  prohlems  at  close 
quarters  are  able  to  appreciate  the  nature  of  those  prohlems. 

In  the  Ist  and  2nd  Stajidards  of  the  secondary  school,  charac- 
ter developrrent  may  he  stressed.    Biographies  of  great  men  ia::y  he 
studied.    Ideals  such  as  self-control,  self-reliance,  duty,  honesty 
and  truthfulness  may  he  tau^t. 

Extra-curricular  activities  are  very  important  in  giving  civic 
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education  Tiecause  they  give  active,  actual  practice  in  the  develop- 
ment of  those  qualities  which  are  necessary  for  a  good  citizen.  Co- 
ODeration,  school  spirit,  honesty,  sy^ipathy  and  social  intelligence  - 
are  directly  cultivated  on  the  plaj' ground,  iii  dehating  societies,  glee 
cluhs  and  literary  societies  and  other  activities  of  the  school.  The 
assemhly,  and  the  homeroom  activities  too,  offer  opportunities  to  give 
civic  education.    But  in  India,  excepting  games  and  debating  societies, 
other  extra-curricular  activities  have  not  yet  found  their  way.    It  is 

impossihle  to  deal  with  these  activities  in  this  paper.    They  need  a 
study  hy  themselves. 

Summary.    For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  India,  political 
institutions  are  "being  democratized.    People  are  getting  a  larger  and 
larger  share  in  the  government.    Therefore  it  is  very  important  that 
the  citizen's  children  should  know  something  of  the  nature  of  their 
government  and  to  develop  hahits  which  will  maJce  them  good  citizens. 

The  aim  of  civic  education  is  to  develop  "better  hehavior  in  the 
young  citizens  so  that  they  may  live  wisely  in  large  social  groups. 
Better  hehavior  is  cultivated  hy  "bringing  "before  the  child,  the  problems 
which  he  has  to  meet  in  his  daily  life,  and  inducing  him  to  solve  them 
in  the  light  of  the  information  he  may  gather.    He,  in  doing  these 
things,  develops  ha"bits  of  tho\ight  and  action  which  will  "be  of  great 
help  to  him  as  a  citizen. 

India,  therefore,  is  in  great  need  of  civic  education,  "but  un- 
fortunately it  is  not  "being  imparted  in  the  secondary  schools. 

The  teacher  who  teaches  this  suhject  has  to  meet  two  serious 
pro"blems.    In  the  first  place  he  has  to  study  the  social  and  economi- 
cs* institutions  of  the  country.    In  the  light  of  modern  developments 
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he  is  oTjliged  to  criticize  some  of  these  institutions;  yet  he  should 
he  careful  enou^^i  not  to  antagonize  the  people.    The  caste  system,  the 
joint  family  and  such  other  social  institutions  are  ancient  and  cannot 
he  easily  uprooted.    Tet  democracy  and  these  institutions  in  the 
present  form  cannot  go  together,  and  so  they  must  he  modified.  The 
teacher  must  keep  this  in  mind.    Secondly  he  has  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  deal  with.    He  cannot  criticize  it  promiscuously.    The  govern- 
ment pays  grants,  and  few  schools  in  our  country  can  get  along  without 
these  grants.    In  spite  of  these  two  difficulties,  it  is  held  in  this 
thesis  that  the  school  can  discharge  its  duties  faithfully  in  the 
TBatter  of  training  intelligent  citizens.    In  fact  the  school  should 
set  standards  in  political  and  social  leadership. 

The  school,  to  asEfume  leadership  in  life,  should  utilize  live 
materials  in  her  courses  of  study.    Present  day  prohlems,  especially 
those  of  social  and  economic  importance,  should  he  met  and  discussed. 
The  school,  instead  of  giving  merely  information  of  various  sulDjects, 
should  hring  actual  life  into  the  four  walls  of  the  huilding.    The  un- 
toucha"bility,  the  caste  and  the  health  proTjl^ms  should  he  freely  met 
and  solved. 

It  has  already  heen  said  that  hetter  hehavior  is  the  aim  of 
civic  education.    By  hetter  "behavior  it  is  meant  that  certain  charac- 
ter traits  should  be  developed.    They  are  honesty,  courage,  social  in- 
telligence, social  sympathy  and  cooperation.    These  are  closely  con- 
nected with  each  other.    The  course  designed  in  the  thesis  takes  into 
account  these  character  traits  with  the  intention  of  developing  them. 
But  at  the  same  time  the  present  day  problems  also  are  discussed. 
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CHAPTER  V 


THE  MEANING  ASD  OBLIGATIONS  OF  GROUP  LIFE 
A.  OUR  DEPENDENCE  ON  OTHERS 

An  example  of  dependence  on  others. — -One  day  a  poor  old 
woman  was  sitting  at  the  front  door  of  her  hut  scaring  away  the  "birds 
from  the  grain  which  she  had  spread  on  the  floor  to  dry.    A  girl  from 
the  next  door  came  to  her  and  said,  "Granny,  what  are  you  doing?"  The 
old  woman  said,  "Oh,  I  am  scaring  the  "birds  away;  hut  child,  I  am 
tired.    In  the  morning  I  worked  in  the  house  of  the  Patel  (headman), 
and  in  the  afternoon  at  picking  cotton.    I  came  ho;  e  tired.    Now  I  have 
to  grind  this  grain  and  prepare  the  evening  meal.    I  am  an  unfortunate 
woman.    I  work  for  everybody  while  nohody  works  for  me." 

Y/as  the  woman  right?    Think  of  all  the  services  this  old  woman 
gets.    The  grain  she  was  drying  was  not  raised  "by  her.    Some  farmer 
raised  it.    The  cloth  she  wears  was  not  woven  hy  her.    The  hut  she 
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lives  in  was  not  "built  hy  her.    The  lamp  she  "burns  was  not  made  "by  her. 
The  salt  she  eats  was  not  manufactured  hy  her.    All  these  necessary 
services  were  done  hy  other  people  for  her.    She  is  dependent  upon 
others  for  these  and  many  more  services.    Similarly  everyone  is  depend- 
ent upon  others. 

What  others  do  for  us.         As  we  go  through  the  market  we  find 

that  many  things  that  are  there  for  sale  have  come  from  various  parts 
of  India.    The  woolen  cloth  comes  from  Cawnpore,  the  cotton  goods  fmm 
Bom'bay  and  Madras,  oranges  from  Nagpur,  hrassware  from  Lucknow,  silver- 
ware from  ShahapTir,  corn  and  vegetahles  from  the  surrounding  villages. 
This  shows  how  in  one  market  we  find  various  things  made  or  grown  in 
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▼arious  parts  of  the  country.    The  people  in  these  parts  work  and  pro- 
duce goods  so  that  we  may  have  them.    Similarly  our  own  town  produces 
copper  and  "brassware  and  sends  them  to  various  parts  of  the  country. 

Then  again  the  lamps  which  we  hurn  every  day  come  from  England. 
The  knife  with  which  we  cut  our  vegetables  came  from  Germany,  The 
cotton  cloth  of  which  the  shirt  is  made  came  from  Japan,    Silk  is  im- 
ported from  China,  and  America  sends  us  motor  cars.    So  people  in 
these  and  many  other  countries  work  for  us.    We  also  work  for  them. 
We  send  our  cotton  to  England,  coffee  to  Germany,  oil-seeds  to  Japan, 
jute  to  America,  and  spices  to  alir.ost  all  of  the  countries  of  the 
world.    In  this  way  the  people  of  other  countries  are  dependent  upon 
us  and  we  are  dependent  upon  them.     In  these  days  no"body  can  live  for 
himself  alone.     In  fact  no  nation  can  live  for  itself. 

Problem  1.    List  in  yovir  note-hook  the  services  a  village  farmer 
gets  from  5  A.M.  to  12  P.M.  in  his  own  village. 

Problem  2,    Suppose  that  you  are  with  two  of  your  friends  and 
set  in  an  uninhabited  island  for  a  week,  with  a 
bag  of  rice  and  some  dhall.    V.rite  all  the  things 
you  would  miss  in  your  food. 

Problem  3.    Write  the  names  of  15  articles  in  your  home  which 
have  come  from  other  countries.    Write  in  front  of 
each  article  the  name  of  the  country  it  came  from. 

Community.- — The  necessity  of  depending  upon  each  other  has 
forced  us  to  live  in  communities.    If  we  visit  a  village  what  do  we 
see?    All  the  Brahmins  live  together  in  one  end  of  the  street. 
Similarly,  the  carpenters,  the  blacksmiths,  the  untouchables  and 
others  live  in  various  parts  of  the  village,    V/e  call  these  groups 
of  people  castes.    We  may  call  them  comniunities  also.    A  community 
is  defined  as  "a  group  of  people  living  together  in  a  certain  local- 
ity, bound  together  by  common  interests  and  ideals,  and  subject  to 


common  laws  or  rules."    So  every  caste  is  a  commtmity;  "because  the 

people  telonging  to  a  caste  live  together,  have  common  interests  and  - 

ideals  and  are  subject  to  caste  rules. 

Beside  castes,  there  are  other  commonities.    The  village  is 

made  up  of  people  of  all  castes.    They  live  in  the  same  place  and 

have  common  laws.    All  the  people  living  in  a  town  may  form  a  community 

We  are  all  Indians.    We  live  in  our  fair  land,  India,  and  we  have 

common  laws.    We  are  ruled  hy  one  government.    So  we  also  helong  to 

one  community.    In  this  community  we  have  different  languages  and 

different  religions.    Tet  we  are  all  Indians.    India  is  our  home. 

Problem  1.    Can  one  man  "become  a  member  of  many  communities? 

If  so,  name  some  of  the  communities  of  which  he  can 
be  a  member  at  the  same  time. 

Problem  2.    Write  the  names  of  about  six  castes  in  your  village. 

Prom  these  names  what  do  you  think  is  the  basis  on 
which  the  people  are  divided  into  castes? 

Problem  3.  What  is  a  village  community?  Do  low  caste  people 
also  come  into  the  village  community?  Prepare  to 
discuss  the  village  community  in  the  class. 

Problem  4.    Write  the  names  of  the  communities  of  which  you  are 
a  member. 

Meaning  of  membership  in  a  group.  ^We  live  in  communities  so 

that  we  may  help  each  other.    If  we  do  not  help  each  other,  comrauhity 
life  will  have  no  meaning.    Cooperation  then  is  the  foundation  of  our 
community  life,    A  successful  community  is  the  one  where  each  person 
cooperates  with  the  other  members  so  that  everyone  in  the  community  is 
happy.    If  there  is  no  cooperation,  the  commtmity  breaks.    In  ovor 
village,  the  Brahmin  does  his  duty,  the  carpenter,  the  blacksmith,  the 
goldsmith,  the  weaver,  the  farmer  and  the  untouchable  do  their  duties. 
In  this  way  we  have  our  village  community  in  a  cooperative  basis.  Can 
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we  dispense  with  any  one  of  these  services?    Suppose  that  we  drove 
the  untouchahles  away  from  our  comiminity,  what  would  happen?    So  we 
live  together  that  we  may  he  helpful  to  each  other, 

TPhen  ^e  all  live  together,  we  enjoy  each  other's  company.  We 
help  each  other  in  times  of  sickness  and  difficulties.    We  interchange 
thoughts  and  ideas.    We  also  have  amusements  and  games  together.  So 
you  can  see  how  nice  and  profitable  it  is  for  people  to  live  together. 

One  notices  that  monkeys,  elepheints,  sheep,  deer  and  other  kinds 
of  animals  also  live  together  in  herds;  because  it  is  their  nature  to 
live  together.    Similarly,  it  is  the  nature  of  human  "being  to  live  to- 
gether.   When  our  forefathers  came  to  this  country,  they  did  not  come 
singly  or  in  one  or  two  families  at  a  time,  hut  they  came  in  large 
groups.    They  also  lived  in  large  groups.    So  it  is  human  nature  to 
he  together. 

When  we  live  together  we  protect  ourselves  hy  hiring  somebody 

to  watch  the  village,    W©  call  him  the  village  watchman.    Then  we 

provide  education  for  the  children  through  opening  a  school.    We  also 

hnild  mosQues  and  temples.    We  also  maintain  Dharnasala  (free  rest 

houses)  where  the  strangers  can  come  and  camp  for  a  day  or  two.  We 

also  have  postal  service,  playgroujids  and  dramatic  societies.  These 

things  would  not  he  possible  if  we  did  not  live  in  communities. 

Problem  1,    List  all  the  disadvantages  a  community  would  be 
put  to  if  there  were  no  leather  worker  in  the 
village, 

problem  2.    Copy  the  poem  in  your  notebook  and  write  its  mean- 
ing in  your  own  words. 
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SCAVENGER 
"by  EalDindramth  Ta^ore 

Wh3'  do  they  shvn  you \ touch,  my  friend, 
and  call  you  uiiclean. 

Whom  cleanliness  follows  at  every  step  making 

the  air  and  the  earth  sweet  for  our  dwelling 
and  ever  luring  hack  our  return  to  the  wild. 

Tou  help  us,  like  a  mother,  her  child,  into  freshness 

and  uphold  the  truth,  that  disgust  is 

never  for  man, 
The  holy  stream  of  your  ministry  carries  polutions 

away  and  ever  remain  puxe. 
Once  Lord  Shiva  had  saved  the  world  from  a  deluge 

of  poison  hy  taking  it  himself. 

And  you  save  it  everyday  from  filth  with  the  same 

divine  suff ranee, 
Come  friend,  come  my  hero,  give  us  courage  to  serve 

while  hearing  the  "brand  of  infaiacy  from  him. 

Prohlan  3.    Who  is  Sahindranath  Tagore?    Write  a  short  biography 
of  this  poet. 

Prohlem  4.    Is  there  any  caste  which  does  not,  hy  its  service, 
make  the  community  as  a  whole  happy? 

Prohlem  5.  Now-a-days,  does  the  son  of  a  harher  follow  the 
trade  of  father?  Should  he  always  do  so?  Come 
prepared  to  discuss  the  prohlem. 

How  to  hehave  In  a  community.- — To  make  the  comraonity  life  successful 
we  have  in  the  first  place  mutual  respect  among  the  memhers  and  also 
the  smaller  communities  that  compose  it.    In  a  community  people  can 
not  hehave  just  as  they  like.    They  cannot  have  unlimited  liherty. 
Every  man  m\:st  control  his  conduct  so  that  he  may  not  hurt  others. 
In  the  same  way  castes  should  not  hurt  each  other.    In  a  good  commun- 
ity, there  can  he  no  superior  or  inferior  caste.    All  are  on  the  same 
level  and  all  work  together  to  make  the  village  community  successful. 
The  services  that  each  caste  gives  are  necessary.    Without  them  the 
community  cannot  he  happy.    So  we  have  no  right  to  call  a  Chsjnar  an 


inferior  man.    We  sho\ild  respect  him. 

Secondly,  we  ought  to  cooperate  with  each  other  to  make  the 
community  successfal.    Sometimes  we  find  that  two  or  three  groups  in 
a  Tillage  of  quarrelsome  nature.    They  perpetually  quarrel  and  are 
jealous  of  each  other.    Can  such  a  community  unite  on  any  good  cause; 
for  instance,  the  village  water  su-pply?    No,  they  are  so  interested 
in  their  quarrel  that  they  have  no  time  for  any  good  thing.    The  in- 
dividuals must  cooperate  with  the  community  as  a  whole.    Some  in- 
dividuals may  not  like  the  headman  or  the  village  watchman.    So  they 
may  take  a  disinterested  view  of  all  the  community  activities.  Some- 
tices  they  discourage  the  people  who  want  to  cooperate,  "by  their 
stories.    This  is  wrong.    Our  dislike  for  one  or  two  men  must  not 
stop  us  from  cooperating  with  the  community  in  all  its  good  undertsJc- 
ings. 

Thirdly,  we  must  he  honest.    We  should  deal  vjith  the  people 
openheartedly.    We  ought  not  to  deceive  them.    Even  our  thoughts  must 
he  pure  and  nohle.    Honesty  of  thou^t  and  action  are  necessary. 


Prohlem  1. 


Is  the  village  community  right  in  making  the  un- 
touchahle  to  live  outside  the  village? 


Prohlem  2. 


A  village  community  is  asking  the  government  for 
a  post  office.    You  dislike  the  man  who  is  taking 
the  leading  part  in  managing  this  affair.    If  you 
were  asked  to  cooperate  with  him  in  this  cause 


would  you  do  so? 


Prohlem  3. 


Why  do  the  village  people  dislike  money-lenders? 
Do  you  think  that  they  give  a  good  service  to  the 
community? 


Prohlem  4. 


Tou  treat  an  untouchalDle  hoy  as  your  equal  in  the 
school.    But  in  your  village  would  you  treat  him 
in  the  same  way?    Be  prepared  to  discuss  the  protl 
in  the  class. 


How  to  help  a  commxinity.  When  we  are  memhers  of  the  community  we 
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ought  to  further  the  interests  of  the  conunonity.    The  school,  roads, 
the  village  vjell,  the  play-ground,  the  Dharnashala,  the  temples  and 
the  mosGues  "belong  to  the  coinnrunity.    We  ought  to  help  in  all  the 
activities  connected  with  these  institutions.    We  ought  to  help  to 
keep  the  village  well  clean,  the  roads  in  good  condition  and  the 
Dharnashala  attractive.    We  ought  to  cooperate  with  the  teacher  and 
send  as  many  children  as  we  can  to  the  school.    We  ought  to  make  the 
village  look  attractive.    If  possible  plants  and  trees  should  he 
planted,  and  pools  and  puddles  filled.    We  ought  to  take  pride  in 
the  village. 

Pro"blem  1.    Copy  in  your  notebook  the  following  list  of  possi- 
ble attractions  of  a  community  and  add  others:  1. 
hie  Rich  soil,  2.  Good  roads,  3.  Good  water,  4.  Beauti- 

ful country,  5.  Good  grazing  ground,  6.  Factory  or 
mill,  7.  Healthful  climate,  8.  Good  wages. 

Problem  2.    Place  numbers  1,  2,  3,  4,  before  attractions  to 

show  the  most  import \nt  reasons  why  people  are  liv- 
ing in  your  corrraunity. 

Problem  3.    Write  three  most  importajit  improvements  your 

village  needs.    Be  prepared  to  discuss  them  in 
the  class. 

How  does  famine  and  war  affect  the  community?  About  eighty  years 

ago,  a  great  famine  overtook  South  India.    In  the  period  of  twelve 

months,  one  million  people  died  of  starvation  and  disease.  After 

a 

that  famine,  other  famines  in  &«ijerath  and  Rajputhana  carried  away 
thousands  of  people.    At  the  present  time  such  great  famines  are  rare. 
How  did  this  happen?    When  there  is  a  famine  here,  grain  and  food  is 
brought  from  other  parts  of  the  world,  or  even  other  parts  of  our  own 
country.    This  also  shows  how  dependent  we  are  upon  each  other. 

During  the  last  world  war  food  was  scarce  because  communication 
and  transportation  was  greatly  hampered.    People  began  to  suffer. 


Then  the  government  "brought  rice  from  Rangoon  and  sold  it  in  depots 

so  that  all  might  have  food.    Then  the  people  could  huy  kerosine  oil 

and  sugar.    The  government  again  "brought  these  articles  from  various 

parts  of  the  world  and  sold  them  to  the  people.    This  also  shows  how 

we  are  dependent  upon  each  other. 

Prohlem  1.    Tfo"hat  are  the  advantages  of  living  in  a  commvinity 
rather  than  on  a  lonely  island? 

Pro'blem  2.    What  is  a  community?    Can  the  following  "be  called 
communities?    1.  A  crowd  in  the  railway  station 
platform?  2.  An  athletic  association?  3.  A  re 
legious  fair?  4.  A  merchants  union? 

Prohlem  3.    Complete  the  following  sentences  in  the  "best 
possi'ble  way: 

When  the  community  has  launched  out  a  program 
for  fixing  the  village  road; 

1.  Order  the  people  to  cooperate 

2.  Sit  "by  and  allow  other  people  to  work 

3.  Work  with  the  community. 

Prohlem  4,    Give  five  reasons  to  show  why  untouchahility  should 
"be  removed. 

Prohlem  5,    Complete  the  folowing  sentence  in  the  hest  way: 

When  an  untouchable  comes  to  the  pihlic  well  for 
water;  1.  Order  hi"^  to  go  to  a  running  stream 

2.  Ask  him  to  wait  until  a  caste  man  fills 

his  pot 

3.  Pill  the  pot  yourself 

4.  Allow  him  to  draw  from  the  well, 

B.   SCHOOL  CITIZENSHIP 

The  school  a  real  community.  The  school  also  is  a  real  com- 

mainity.    Just  as  a  community  is  governed  "hy  rules  and  orders  so  also 
is  the  school  ruled.    Just  as  the  memhers  of  the  community  have  rights 
and  duties,  the  students  also  have  the  same.    You  have  a  right  to  get 
an  education  and  develop  your  mind  and  hody;  hut  at  the  same  time  you 
have  duties  to  perform  towards  the  school,  the  teachers  and  the  other 
students.    Loyalty  and  cooperation  are  necessary  to  make  a  good 
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school  connnuiiity  as  much  as  they  are  needed  to  make  a  good  village 
comnnmity. 

Lait  and  order.  ^^ould  you  consider  a  home  where  the  things 

are  at  sixes  and  sevens,  where  the  memhers  come  and  eat  whenever  they 
please,  and  where  nohody  oheys  any  laws,  a  good  home?    V/ould  you  like 
to  live  in  a  home  like  that?    Rales  and  orders  make  the  home  attrac- 
tive, give  the  members  plenty  of  time  to  do  their  work,  and  make  the 
visitors  and  relatives  comfortahle.    So  the  rules  are  not  had.  They 
are  made  for  our  convenience  and  comfort.    Therefore,  every  child 
should  ohey  the  rules  of  the  school  and  the  home.    The  school  has 
its  laws  80  that  the  work  may  run  smoothly  and  in  orderly  fashion. 
This  makes  the  school  attractive  and  a  pleasant  plade  in  which  to 
study  your  lessons.    It  helps  the  students  and  the  teachers  to  save 
their  time. 

Pupil  government.  ^Who  makes  rules  in  the  school?    There  was 

a  time  when  the  students  had  no  part  in  framing  their  own  rules  in 
the  school.    The  rrincipal  and  the  teachers  made  the  laws  and  the 
students  oheyed  them.    The  students  did  not  understand  why  the  rules 
were  made.    But  now  we  have  a  student  council.    In  this  council,  every 
class  is  represented  "by  a  representative  elected  hy  the  memhers  of  the 
class.  This  cov^jicil  has  its  president  and  secretary  elected  hy  the 
students  themselves.    This  is  called  the  pupil  covincil.    This  council 
helps  the  principal  and  the  teachers  to  make  the  laws.    This  is  called 
self-government.    In  the  last  lesson  we  talked  of  the  village  punch- 
ayat.    It  was  also  self-government. 

Self-government  is  a  good  thing,  hut  it  is  not  possible  to 
have  self-government  without  cooperation.    All  have  to  ohey  the  laws 
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made  by  our  own  representatives.    There  may  "be  laws  with  regard  to 
traffic,  thro7?ing  paper  on  the  ground,  walking  in  the  garden,  dis- 
cipline in  the  assem'bly  ked^  or  gymnasiiam  hall.    All  the  students 
have  to  ohey  them.    Then,  and  then  only,  will  they  make  their  school 
look  attractive.    Sometimes  it  is  a  hit  annoying  to  ohey  a  law,  but 
that  is  the  only  way  for  us  to  cooperate  with  the  school.  Remember 
that  cooperation  is  the  corner  stone  of  self-government. 

Problem  1,    A  council  made  the  rule  that  no  student  in  the 

school  should  play  in  the  opposing  team  in  any  of 
the  games.    In  spite  of  the  rule  a  boy  played  in 
the  opposing  team  in  a  hockey  match.    What  will 
you  do  with  him? 

Problem  2.  The  school  rule  is  that  you  should  not  disfigure 
the  walls  with  writing,  but  you  notice  a  boy  who 
is  writing  on  the  wall.    What  would  you  do? 

Problem  3.    You  notice  some  paper  on  the  floor  of  the  class- 
room.   It  makes  the  room  untidy.    Yoti  hare  not 
thrown  the  paper  yourself.    What  would  you  do? 

Problem  4.    While  going  up  the  stairway  you  notice  that  the 
boys  push  each  other  and  make  a  great  deal  of 
noise  on  the  wooden  steps.    How  will  you  solve 
the  problem,  as  a  member  of  the  student  council? 

School  Citizenship  and  Courtesy. — -It  has  been  said  that  the 
cooperation  of  the  students  with  the  teachers  and  the  principal  is 

necessary  to  make  the  school  look  nice  and  to  have  the  time-table 

work  smoothly.    But  cooperation  becomes  impossible  if  the  students 

are  not  courteous  towards  each  other  and  towards  the  teachers  and  the 

principal.    Every  good  boy  should  learn  the  rules  of  eticiuette.  He 

should  behave  courteously  and  considerately  towards  others.    Some  may 

be  poor  and  not  have  nice  clothes,  while  other  may  have  come  from  low 

castes.    Still  others  may  not  be  good  students.    We  should  not  despise 

or  laugh  at  them,  but  treat  them  considerately. 

Often  selfishness  spoils  courtesy.    We  are  greedy.    We  want  all 
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the  good  things  for  ourselves.    In  the  asseinbly  hall,  in  the  trains 
and  on  the  road  we  push  others  and  make  room  for  ourselves.    If  an 
old  lady  comes  in  and  stands  we  do  not  make  room  for  her.    So  sel- 
fishness is  harmful  to  courtesy.    Every  child  should  cultivate  good 
manners;  otherwise  he  cannot  he  happy.    People  do  not  like  persons 
who  have  had  and  ugly  manners, 

Y/e  ought  to  respect  the  teachers  and  principals.    We  ought  to 
he  gentle  when  talking  to  them.    v;liile  talking  ahout  them  we  should 
always  use  Miss  or  Mr.  "before  their  names. 

School  Citizenship  and  Fairness.  The  school  citizen  will  al- 
ways he  fairminded  towards  his  fellow  students.    Y/e  are  often  hlinded 
hy  unreasonahle  prejudice  towards  people  who  may  helong  to  different 
religions  or  castes.    Some  unreasonahly  hate  Europeans,  while  others 
despise  harhers  and  washermen.    Still  others  look  down  upon  women  and 
consider  them  inferior  heings.    These  are  all  prejudices.  Prejudices 
are  like  colored  glasses.    They  give  false  color  to  everything  we  set 
our  eyes  on.    They  harm  us  and  also  the  peopls  who  are  the  ohject  of 
our  prejudice.    Think  of  the  treatment  wc  have  given  to  the  women  of 
our  country.    Yet  they  are  our  mothers  and  sisters.    Think  also  of  the 
injustice  we  have  poured  upon  certain  classes.  We  shoiild  now  disarm 
ourselves  of  all  prejudices.    This  is  the  only  way  in  which  v;e  can  he 
fairminded. 

T/hen  an  opposing  team  is  playing  cricket  or  hockey,  we  are  not 
altogether  fairminded  towards  them.    We  sometimes  hiss  or  hoot  at  them. 
Even  when  their  play  is  good,  Y;e  laugh  at  them.    Sometimes  we  attack 
the  referee  just  hecause  he  has  given  a  decision  distasteful  to  us. 
Sometimes  we  even  attack  the  people  who  may  helong  to  the  other  team 


and  use  sticks,  clulas  and  stones  freely.    This  is  all  disgraceful. 

Games  are  meant  to  promote  a  feeling  of  friendship  and  fraternity. 

But  "by  oxir  unfair  dealings  we  sow  the  seeds  of  jealously  and  hatred. 

When  a  player  in  the  opposing  team  plays  skillfully,  we  ought  to 

clap  our  hands  and  show  that  we  are  sportsmen.    If  we  are  defeated, 

we  ought  to  cheer  the  opposing  team.    If  we  win,  we  should  not  gloat 

over  our  victory.    In  the  game  itself,  we  ought  to  "be  fair.  We 

should  not  play  a  dastardly  trick  and  try  to  hurt  any  opponent.  A 

real  sportsman  will  keep  the  "balance  of  his  mind.    In  everything  "be 

fair.    Then  alone  you  will  "be  free  from  prejudice. 

Pro"blem  1.    Rama  saya,  "Krishna,  did  you  see  that  "boy,  Konnur?" 

He  calls  himself  a  Christian.    He  is  not  a  Christian 
at  all.    He  is  a  Mahar  and  comes  from  our  village. 
We  do  not  touch  him  at  all  in  our  village.    Here  he 
tries  to  sit  next  to  me.    I  will  never  sit  "by  him." 

Consider  the  a'bove  case  and  show  what  i«  the  matter  *A 
with  Bama. 

Pro"blem  2.    What  do  you  think  of  the  following  statement? 

"The  duties  of  the  women  are  in  the  home.  Therefore 
they  should  not  "be  given  secondary  education. 
Primary  education  is  more  than  enough  for  them." 

Pro"blem  3.    Is  the  following  fair?    "I  heard  that  Sita,  who  is 
ten  years  of  age,  is  going  +o  "be  remarried.    Is  it 
not  "bad?    She  is  going  to  "bring  disgrace  on  her 
family.    She  ought  to  "be  devoted  to  her  dead  hus"bandV 

School  Citizenship  and  Honesty.  If  there  is  any  one  virtue 

which  should  "be  tenaciously  and  scrupulously  practiced  hy  the  Indian 
student,  it  is  honesty;  honesty  not  only  in  our  dealings  with  other 
people,  "but  that  of  thought.    Mental  integrity  is  a  great  virtue.  We 
are  often  honest  "because  we  are  afraid  to  "be  dishonest.    We  ou^cht  to 
love  honesty  for  its  own  sake.    You  all  rememher  the  story  of  Rama. 
He  is  to  fulfill  his  father* s  Dromise  and  went  to  the  forest.  After 
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the  father's  death,  Bharata  and  Kaikeyi  "begged  him  to  come  hack  and 
occupy  the  throne.    But  Hama  never  came  hack  to  the  capital  until  the 
period  of  exile  was  over.    He  should  he  the  ideal  of  every  Indian  hoy 
and  girl.    It  takes  courage  to  he  truly  honest.    In  the  city  school, 
we  do  not  mind  sitting  next  to  the  taitouchahle  and  even  loaning  htm 
our  hook;  hut  iphen  when  we  go  to  our  village  our  attitude  towards  these 
people  changes.    We  are  afraid  of  heing  criticized  hy  other  people. 
We  worry  ahout  our  false  prestige.    So  we  try  to  assume  a  superior 


attitude  towards  him.    Is  this  right? 


Prohlem  1,    Suppose  that  you,  in  an  unguarded  moment,  have 

scrihtled  something  on  the  wall  of  the  classroom. 
Nohody  saw  you  scrihhle  it.    The  next  day,  the 
teacher  notices  the  scrihhling  and  wants  to  know 
wh?  did  it.    Would  you  stand  up  and  say  that  you 
did  it? 

Prohlem  2.  For  the  next  lesson  hring  as  many  proverhs  as  you 
can  in  English  and  Kanarese,  illustrating  the  de- 
sirability of  honesty. 

Prohlem  3.    Write  a  short  story  which  you  may  have  heard,  ill- 
ustrating honesty.    Be  prepared  to  read  it  in^class. 

Prohlem  4.    In  the  arithmetic  examination,  you  do  not  know 
any  of  the  sums  given  to  you.    The  hoy  next  to 
you  is  a  good  student  and  is  working  on  the  sums 
on  paper  and  places  the  sheets  on  the  tahle.  Prom 
your  place  you  can  easily  copy  those  sheets  without 
heing  detected  hy  the  teacher.    This  is  the  final 
examination.    What  would  you  do? 


School  Citizenship  and  Cooperation,  Mohemad  Ghori,  in  the 

twelfth  century,  wanted  to  invade  India,    ^e  hrought  his  army  through 
Khaiher  pass  and  descended  into  the  plains.    The  Rajput  princes  saw  a 
great  danger  from  the  Mohammedans.    So  they  all  combined  and  defeated 
Mohemad  Ghori.    The  succeeding  year,  Prithvi  Raj  and  Jaya  Chand,  the 
leading  Rajprat  princes,  quarrelled  with  each  other.    The  latter  in- 


▼ited    Kohemad  Ghori  to  come  again  and  invade  the  territories  of  the 
former.    Mohemad  Ghori  came.    The  Rajputs  were  divided  and  so  could 
not  guccessfally  resist  the  invader.    He  defeated  Prithvi  Raj  that  year 
and  the  nert  year  Jaya  Chand  was  vanquished.    In  this  T7ay  the  whole  of 
Nothern  India  was  "brought  under  the  sway  of  the  Mohanmiedans .    What  does 
this  incident  teach  us?    We  ou^ht  to  cooperate.    TaJce  a  foothall  game. 
Here  it  is  comhination  or  cooperation  that  counts.     "A  goal -keeper  saves 
the  goal,  passes  the  hall  to  the  full-hack,  the  fall-hack  to  the  right- 
wing,  the  wing  to  the  inside  right,  the  inside  right  to  the  center  for- 
ward who  shoots  from  within  the  circle  and  scores  a  goal.    Who  scored 
the  goal?    Not  the  center- forward  alone,  srurely.    The  eoal-keeper,  the 
fall-hack,  the  inside  ri^t,  and  the  center  forward  were  all  responsihle 
for  the  goal.    Each  did  his  hit."l    This  shows  what  cooperation  can  do. 
In  the  school  life  we  ought  to  cooperate  with  $ach  other.    Helping  each 
other  in  studies  and  games  is  a  good  thing.    We  all  ought  to  cooperate 
in  keeping  the  school  compound  and  huilding  clean  and  neat.    When  there 
is  an  inter-class  tournament,  we  ought  to  go  to  the  play-ground  and 
cheer  the  good  players. 

Prohlem  1.    ^rite  in  one  page,  why  Akhar  was  considered  as  one 
of  the  greatest  monarchs  that  ever  ruled  India. 

Prohlem  2.    In  a  shoe  factory,  it  is  the  Hindu  who  supplies  the 
capital,  while  it  is  the  Mohammedan  who  supervises 
the  work  and  stamps  the  prices  on  the  shoe  and  it  is 
the  Mahar  who  prepares  the  shoe.    Can  you  Taring  such 
other  illustrations  to  show  how  people  of  different 
comraanities  cooperates  for  the  good  of  the  society? 

School  Spirit.  ^We  ought  to  he  proud  of  the  institution  which 

gives  us  otir  knowledge.    We  ought  to  he  loysl  to  her.    How  can  we  he 

loyal?    We  ought  to  take  i)art  enthusiastically  in  all  school  activities. 

We  ought  to  show  our  school  spirit  in  games  and  contests,  V/e  ought  to 
1.    Elementary  Civics  and  Administration    Kan  Mohan  and  Darnwalla  p,  7 


hold  up  the  fair  nsime  of  our  school  in  scholarship  record  also.  We 
ought  not  to  do  anything  to  disgrace  our  school.    We  ought  not  to  come 
to  school  late  wilfully  or  ahsent  ourselves  purpoeely.    We  ought  to 
ohey  all  school  laws,  and  study  our  lessons  carefully. 

We  show  our  school  spirit  in  the  use  of  school  property.  The 
school  "belongs  to  us  and  yet  we  sometimes  destroy  school  property 
wilfully.    We  hreal  windows  panes  or  use  lahoratory  materials  careless- 
ly, draw  chairs  and  "benches  with  loud  noise^,  sometimes  hreaking  a  leg, 
and  carry  home  examination  "blanks.    This  is  not  school  spirit. 

Prohlem  1.    Define  school  citizenship  in  your  own  words  and  write 
the  definition  in  your  notehook. 

Prohlem  2.    When  the  teacher  is  not  in  the  class  should  the  "boys 
make  a  great  deal  of  noise?    If  not,  why  not? 

Prohlem  3.    Write  a  consitution  for  your  student  council  and 
hring  it  to  the  class  to  "be  discussed. 

Prohlem  4.    Write  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  self-gov- 
ernment . 

Prohlem  5.    Complete  the  following  sentence  in  the  hest  possihle 
»ay»  hy  checking  1,  2,  or  3. 

When  the  cricket  hall  is  lost  in  the  evening  you 
should: 

1.  Go  home 

2.  Tell  the  watchman  to  search  for  it 

or  3.  Help  the  watchman  hy  searching  for  it. 

Prohlem  6.    HaJce  a  list  of  all  the  good  oxialities  that  the 

representative  you  are  going  to  elect  to  the  student 
council  should  have. 

Prohlem  7.    A-^TDoint  a  committee  to  take  the  ahove  sheets  con- 
taining the  good  qualities  of  the  representative 
and  to  decide  the  six  most  necessary  q.ualities 
that  the  representative  should  have.    Then  appoint 
someone  to  write  these  qualities  on  a  paper  haord 
to  he  hvmg  in  the  classroom. 


C.  CITIZENSHIP  IN  IKDIA 

Motherland.  People  in  the  west  call  their  country , fatherland; 

hut  in  the  east  we  call  India  the  Motherland  or  "Hind  Matha**,  What 
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does  this  nsime  signify?    It  shows  that  India  is  our  mother  and  we  are 
all  her  children.    V/hen  we  are  children  of  the  same  mother  we  are  all 
"brothers  and  sisters.    In  our  country  we  have  many  religions,  castes 
and  creeds,  and  languages.    Our  country  is  so  Inrge  that  we  have  many 
provinces.    Tet  the  peopje  living  in  all  these  provinces  regardless  of 
their  caste,  creed,  color,  religion  or  language  are  "brothers  and  sis- 
ters.   Because  "we  are  horn  of  the  same  mother,  sheltered  "by  the  same 
sun,  su'bject  to  the  same  disease  and  the  same  v.inds",  we  inherit  the 
same  history,  art,  literature  and  culture.    Every  Indian,  whoever  he 
may  "be,  is  proud  of  Taj  Mahal  and  the  Elephanta  caves.    We  are  all  now 
ruled  "by  one  government.    We  enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  suffer  our 
difficulties  together.    Mahatma  Gandhi  and  Moulana  Shoukat  Ali  are  not 
merely  citizens  of  Gujerath  or  "United  Provinces,  hut  are  citizens  of 
India.    In  the  same  way  we  are  all  citizens  of  India,    So  we  cannot 
say  that  we  "belong  to  just  a  province  or  a  religion.    This  is  a  nar- 
row form  of  provincialism,    li'e  ought  to  think  of  ourselves  in  terms 
of  India.    Then  only  we  can  give  up  the  cry  that  we  heard  sometime 
ago,  ♦TBenf^als  for  Senilis  and  Ponjah  for  Punjahis",    We  ought  to  u- 
nite.    In  unity  there  is  strength. 

Prohlem  1.    Write  the  names  of  some  of  the  common  honds  that 
unite  all  the  Indian  people  into  one  nation. 

Prohlem  2,    Write  short  notes  on  the  following  to  show  how  they 
have  contrihuted  to  the  solidarity  of  our  nation, 
a.  The  British  Government, 
h.  The  En^rlish  language. 
Be  prepared  to  discuss  this  prohlem  in  the  class. 

The  meaning  of  citizenship,  ^We  say  that  v.e  axe  Indians.  By 

this  we  mean  that  we  are  citizens  of  India  or  we  "belong  to  the  national 

group  of  people  known  as  the  Indians,     "A  citizen  of  any  nation  is  one 

who  owes  his  allegiajice  to  its  government  and  is  entitled  to  its  pro- 
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tection."    This  definition  has  two  parts.    In  the  first  place  the 
citizen  owes  allegiance  to  the  government,  that  is,  he  maintains  the 
government;  and  secondly,  the  government  in  return  safeguards  his  life, 
property  and  liherty,  not  only  in  his  country,  hut  abroad. 

Bights  and  duties  of  citizens.  Every  citizen  has  certain 

ri^ts  in  his  country  and  ahroad.    He  is  free  to  live  and  pursue 
happiness.    He  has  liherty  of  speech  and  expression.    He  can  hold 
property  and  can,  within  reason,  expect  the  government  to  make  it 
possible  for  him  to  develop  to  the  fallest  extent  in  the  line  of 
action  for  which  he  is  "best  fitted.    The  police  have  to  protect  his 
life,  liberty  and  property.    Then  again  if  he  happens  to  travel  abroad, 
his  life  and  liberty  are  protected.    Just  before  he  leaves  the  country 
he  gets  a  passport  from  the  government.    On  the  very  first  page  of  the 
passport  it  says,  "These  are  to  request  and  require  in  the  name  of 
the  Viceroy  and  Governor  General  of  India  all  those  to  whom  it  may 
concern  to  allow  the  bearer  to  pass  freely  without  let  or  hindrance, 
8Uid  to  afford  him  every  assistance  and  protection  of  which  he  may  stand 
in  need."    This  shows  J/ma.  how,  as  a  citizen  of  India,  you  will  be  pro- 
tected in  the  foreign  country  in  which  you  may  happen  to  be  visiting. 
This  is  a  great  privilege. 

Every  citizen  has  certain  duties.    He  should  know  the  laws  of  his 
country  and  obey  them.    He  should  also  assist  in  enforcing  the  laws. 
He  should  "be  acquainted  with  the  important  events  in  the  history  of  his 
country,  and  also  know  something  of  the  great  things  that  the  country 
has  contributed  to  the  world's  thought  and  knowledge.    He  then  should 
serve  the  country,  and  the  community  in  which  he  may  be  living.  He 
should  support  all  welfare  and  civic  institutions  such  as  schools. 


i 


0 


hospitals  and  the  puhlic  works  department  which  "builds  roads  and  looks 

after  the  water  supplies  and  does  many  things  for  the  convenience  of 

the  comraonity.    As  a  citizen  you  should  not  he  a  hxirden  on  society, 

hut  should  earn  your  living  by  honest  means.    In  our  country  there  are 

30,000  people  who  do  not  work  at  all  hut  live  on  puhlic  charity.  Most 

of  these  are  ahle-hodied  men  and  women.    They  2re  not  good  citizens  at 

all.    Every  good  citizen  supports  his  country  and  promotes  the  spirit 

of  unity  and  cooperation  among  the  people.    Today  in  our  country  there 

are  a  great  number  of  people  who  sow  seeds  of  strife  and  dissension 

among  various  communities  and  cause  communal  riots.    Such  people  are 

not  good  citizens  at  all.    We  oaght  not  to  listen  to  them.    If  we  do  we 

too  are  had  citizens. 

Problem  1.  Write  ten  duties  of  a  good  citizen  and  come  prepared 
to  read  them  in  the  class. 

Problem  2,  Name  some  of  the  communal  riots  we  have  had  in  our 
country  and  show  how  harmful  they  have  been, 

problem  3,  Does  religion  make  us  beggars?    Can  we  in  the  name 
of  religion  make  begging  our  profession?  Prepare 
to  discuss  this  in  the  class, 

What  makes  a  good  citizen?  In  the  last  section  we  saw  the 

duties  of  a  good  citizen.    In  this  section  let  us  see  some  more  con- 
crete ways  by  which  we  can  become  good  citizens.    A  good  citizen  is 
loyal  to  his  country.    He  cooperates  with  its  other  members  to  make  it 
more  beautiful  and  fitting  to  live  in.    He  gives  his  time    and  money 
for  its  welfare,    ^e  partakes  in  all  civic  responsibilities  such  as 
voting,  serving  on  committees  and  welfare  societies.    He  tires  to  know 
how  his  country  is  provided  with  natural  resources  and  what  her  indus- 
tries are,  and  manufacturing  products  are.    He  will  study  also  how  she 
is  dependent  upon  other  coxxntries.    He  will  above  all  try  to  under- 
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stand  the  people  that  live  in  the  country.    He  tries  to  "be  free  from 
prejudices  which  come  from  ignorance.    He  will  look  upon  people  "be- 
longing to  other  religions  and  castes  and  even  nationalities  with  live 
tolerance  and  active  forehearance. 

Prohlem  1.    A  man  on  the  eve  of  a  municipal  election  says,  "oh 
"both  the  candidates  that  are  standing,  are  rogues, 
hoth  So  I  do  not  want  to  vote  at  all,"    Is  this  attitude 

right?    Give  reasons  for  your  answers. 

Prohlem  2.    UThat  do  you  think  of  the  communal  representation 
in  District  and  Taluka  Local  Boards? 

Prohlem  3.    Should  a  Mohammedan  vote  for  a  Hindu  candidate  if 
he  is  a  good  man? 

Prohlem  4.    Explain  the  meaning  of  the  following  verses. 

''The  fifth,  who  chanced  to  touch  the  ear. 

Said,  E'n  the  blindest  man 

Can  tell  what  this  resembles  most; 

Deny  the  fact  who  can. 

This  marvel  of  an  Elephant 

Is  very  like  a  fan. 

The  Sixth  no  sooner  had  "begun 

About  the  beast  to  grope, 

Than,  seizing  on  the  swinging  tail 

That  fell  within  his  sco-ne 

"I  >»s"  quoth  he,  "The  Elephant 

Is'^very  like  a  rope!" 

And  so  these  men  of  Industcm 
Disputed  loud  and  long 
Each  in  his  own  opinion 
Exceeding  stiff  and  strong 
Though  esch  was  partly  right 
And  all  were  in  the  wrong! 

D.  CITIZENSHIP  IN  THE  BRITISH  EMPIRE 

The  Empire  Citizenship.  It  has  been  shown  how  €tn  Indian  is  a 

citizen  of  the  Indian  Bnpire.    But  India  is  ruled  by  England  who  also 
rules  a  great  many  other  countries.    So  all  the  subjects  are  under 
one  British  flag  and  are  bound  by  a  citizenship  known  as  the  British 


1^' 


c 


Bnpire  Citizenship.    So  every  Indian  is  also  a  citizen  of  this  vast 
empire. 

The  Ertent  of  the  Empire.  "Excluding  certain  small  possessions, 

which  are  chiefly  of  the  nature  of  naval  or  military  stations,  it  con- 
sists hesides  the  United  Kingdomi  -41^  four  great  groups  of  territories, 
inhabited  either  chiefly  or  to  a  large  extent  hy  Englishmen,  and  suhject 
to  the  crown  and  ruled  hy  English  officials,  and  a  fifth  great  territory 
also  suhject  to  the  crown  and  ruled  hy  English  officials,    but  inhabited 
•'by  a  completely  foreign  race.    The  first  fo\ir  are  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
the  West  Indian  Islands,  among  which  include  some  territories  on  the 
continent  of  Central  and  Southern  America,  the  mass  ofiSouth  African 
possessions  of  which  Cape  Colony  is  the  most  considerable,  and  fourthly, 
the  Australian  group,  to  which  simply  for  convenience,  I  must  add.  Hew 
Zealand.    The  dependency  is  India. 

''The  British  Empire — or  rather  the  British  Commonwealth,  is  very 
vast.    It  is  said  that  the  sun  never  sets  on  it,  for  if  it  sets  at  one 
place,  it  shines  as  "brightly  as  ever  at  another.    It  shines  in  Austra- 
lia, or  New  Zealand,  for  example,  when  it  sets  in  England,  V/ales,  Scot- 
land or  Ireland.    Just  think  of  Australia,  Canada,  India,  Australia 
is  the  largest  Island  in  the  world.    It  is  more  a  continent  than  a 
country.    So  is  Canada — a  continent  within  a  continent.    And  India,  as 
Seely  says,  certainly  resemhles  a  continent  like  Europe,  with  its  va- 
riety of  ways,  customs,  heliefs  and  religions.    In  bulk,  too,  it  re- 
sembles Europe,  for  is  it  not  as  lar£;e  as  Europe  without  Hussia?  In 
short,  the  land  area  of  the  commonwealth  in  nearly  one- fourth  of  the 
total  area  of  the  globe. 

n    Tbid    p,  56-57. 
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The  Empire  as      Gigantic  Business  Bouse.  The  Qnpire  is  not 

only  Tast,  "but  it  produces  almost  everything.    A  Business  house  cannot 
flourish  without  the  cooperation  of  its  various  departments.  There 
mast  he  understanding  and  good  will.    The  British  Empire  is  like  a 
gigantic  "business  house.    Similarly,  the  vast  British  Snpire  of  which 
India  ia  a  part  cannot  fanction  without  understanding  and  cooperation. 
This  conception  is  comparatively  new  hut  it  is  of  immense  value  and 
"benefit  to  all  the  memhers  of  the  commonwealth  if  all  work  for  the 
good  of  every"body.    Think  of  the  vast  resources  of  this  great  Empire, 
"^'ithin  this  immense  range  of  area  and  of  climate",  adds  Sir  Walter 
Lucas,  "are  to  "be  found  all  the  products  of  the  world.    We  associate 
Canada  more  especially  with  corn,  Australia  more  especially  with  wool, 
South  Africa  with  gold.    The  West  Coast  of  Africa  sends  among  other 
products,  palm  oil  for  soap  and  candles;  there  are  the  sugar  producing 
colonies,  the  West  Indian  Islands  and  British  Guiana,  Hatal,  Mauritius, 
Fiji.    The  Malay  Peninsula  is  the  richest  tin  hearing  region  of  the 
world.    Assam  and  Ceylon  send  tea;  Trinidad  and  Grenada  send  cocoa; 
rnhher  and  cotton  in  increasing  Quantities  from  many  of  the  tropical 
possessions.    The  Empire  is  a  great  storehouse  of  necessaries  and 
luxuries,  the  component  parts  supplementing  one  another  in  what  they 
produce  and  send;  and  when  the  dependencies  are  not  directly  produc- 
tive, they  are  valuahle  indirectly,  Gihralter  to  keep  the  water  way 
open  and  the  transport  safe.  Hong  Kong  as  a  center  for  transit  trade 
almost  unrivalled  on  the  face  of  the  earth.    One  view,  then,  which  may 
he  taken  of  the  British  Empire  is  that  it  is  a  gigantic  wholesale 
business  under  British  management,  conspicuous  for  the  numher  of  its 
departments.    The  English  have  not  specialized  in  any  particular  climat 


or  any  particular  groduct.    The  "business  is  cooperative  ajad  nrof it- 
sharing,  and  some  of  the  managers  are  permanently  in  residence  beyond 
the  seas."^    This  shows  how  the  coujitries  in  the  British  Qnpire  can 
help  each  other.    By  such  cooperation,  a  great  gain  in  products,  in- 
dustries, commerce  safety  and  streng-th  can  "be  achieved. 

Problem  1.  Write  the  names  of  all  the  countries  in  the  British 
Commonwealth  and  in  front  of  each  name  write  the 
exports  and  the  imports  of  that  country. 

Problem  2.  Can  cooperation  among  the  members  of  the  common- 
wealth be  perfect  when  some  of  the  members  are  de- 
pendents and  others  autonomous? 

Problem  3.  Does  the  idea  of  Commonwealth  help  the  idea  of  in- 
ternationalism? 

Problem  4.  Write  all  the  advantages  that  India  would  get  by 
belonging  to  the  Coimnonwealth. 

Problem  5.  Take  a  map  of  the  world  and  see  all  the  British  pos- 
sessions. 

Problem  6.  Vrite  a  small  paper  to  show  how  cooperation  among  the 
nations  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth  may  be  stimu- 
lated. 

E.  WORLD  CITIZENSHIP  AND  THE  LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS 

World  Citizenship.  ^We  have  been  in  this  course  noticing  the 

expanding  idea  of  citizenship.    We  as  citizens  are  being  called  upon 
to  act  in  larger  and  larger  groups.    We  saw  our  relationship  to  the 
immediate  community  in  which  we  were  living.    Then  we  saw  how  we  are 
related  to  India,  and  then  to  one  section  of  the  British  Empire.  Now 
we  are  to  realize  how  we  are  connected  with  other  nations  through  the 
League  of  Nations. 

The  League  of  Nations.  The  world  today  is  like  a  great  family. 


1.     Ibid    p.  58  -  59. 
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In  the  family,  the  metabers  constantly  come  in  contact  with  each  other 
sjid  settle  various  things  pertaining  to  them  or  the  family.    In  the 
same  way  on  account  of  the  means  of  quick  transportation  and  communi- 
cation, the  countries  of  the  world  are  drawing  nearer  to  each  other. 
We  have  all  heard  of  the  sensational  flight  of  Col.  Charles  Lindtiergh. 
He,  "bv  his  flight,  "brought  the  world  nearer.    He  can  be  regarded  as  a 
world  citizen.    When  the  countries  are  drawn  close  to  each  other,  often 
disputes  and  misunderstandings  arise  "because  there  is  constantly  a  vast 
interchange  of  goods  and  commerce.    Then  there  is  the  monetary  exchange 
ajad  tariffs  which  affect  other  countries.    When  these  disputes  arise 
they  must  he  settled  in  a  satsifactory  way;  if  not  they  lead  to  bitter- 
ness and  even  war. 

Great  statesmen,  therefore,  tried  to  set  up  some  kind  of  a 
machine  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the  world.    After  the  great  European 
war,  the  world  powers  met  together  at  "Versailles  in  France,  to  settle 
the  issues  of  the  war.    President  Wilson,  of  the  "United  States  of 
America,  at  that  time,  proposed  that  the  nations  of  the  world  should 
establish  a  league  for  the  peace,  safety  and  good  will  of  all  its 
members.    A  league  was  formed  according  to  his  suggestion.    It  is  a 
world  court  which  settles  misunderstandings  and  disputes  that  arise 
between  nations.    Its  decisions  are  "binding  on  all  those  who  belong  to 
it.    The  league  meets  regularly  at  Geneva,  Switzerland.  Fifty-five 
nations  send  their  representatives  to  attend  its  sessions.    India  is 
an  original  member  of  the  League  of  Nations.    The  sessions  of  the  League 
are  hecoming  more  and  more  important.    Their  influence  is  felt  in  all 
countries.    About  two  years  ago  the  League  sent  a  commission  of  experts 
to  India  to  prepare  a  comprehensive  survey  and  report  on  Malaria  which 
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takes  its  toll  of  thousands  of  lives  in  India.    Recently,  when  there 
was  a  dispute  ahout  some  oil  concessions  in  Persia  "between  the  British 
and  the  Persian  governments,  it  was  the  LeagTie  that  was  looked  up  to 
for  settlement. 

The  Indian  and  the  World-Citizenship.  The  League  of  Nations 

is  one  of  the  most  important  links  to  show  how  we  are  linked  up  with 
the  rett  of  the  world.    Before  the  advent  of  the  Enfrlish,  Indi?.  remain- 
ed pretty  largely  to  itself.    But  now  such  isolation  is  impossihle.  So 
^ery  Indian  should  try  to  have  a  "broad  conception  of  his  relation  to 
the  rest  of  the  world.    He  should  regard  people  of  other  countries 
sympathetically.    He  should  study  ahout  them  and  know  how  they  live, 
what  their  chief  interests  in  life  are  and  how  they  are  governed.  He 
should  also  know  what  these  countries  send  to  India  and  what  we  send 
them  in  return.    Then  alone  can  we  "become  sympathetic  and  cooperate 
with  them  intelligently  in  maintaining  world  peace,  safety  and  good 
will. 

Pro"blem  1.  Find  out  the  names  of  all  the  covuitries  that  "belong 
to  the  League  of  Hations  and  he  prepared  to  show 
them  on  the  map. 

Prohlem.2.  We  used  to  regard  ajl  the  people  other  than  Indians 
as  menpas''  or  har"barians.    Is  it  right  to  think 
of  them  so?    Why  should  we  not  think  so?  Give 
reasons. 

Pro"blem  3.  Give  one  or  two  recent  examples  to  show  how  the 

League  of  Nations  is  trying  to  maintain  the  peace 
of  the  World. 

Prohlem  4.  Can  yov  think  of  a  situation  where  the  League  can 
help  India  as  it  did  some  time  ago  when  she  sent  a 
commission  on  malaria? 


CHAPTER  VI 


PHOBUaTS  OF  COiaiUIvITT  Ti'SLFARE 
A.  VILLAGE  COlMJriTY 
lahat  is  a  Village?  •^he  typical  Indian  village  has  its  cen- 
tral residential  site,  with  an  open  space  for  a  pond  and  a  cattle 
stand.    Stretching  around  this  nucleus,  lie  the  village  lands,  con- 
sisting of  a  cultivated  area  and  (very  often)  grounds  for  grazing  and 
wood-cutting.*'      In  the  village  the  people  forming  the  conmiunity,  have 
an  ancient  form  of  government  and  organization,  are  ruled  "by  hereditary 
village  officers,  and  served  "by  hereditary  artisans,  traders  and  ser- 
vants. 

Importance  of  the  Village.  Throughout  the  Indian  Empire,  the 

village  constitutes  the  primary  territorial  unit  of  government.  After 
the  village,  towns,  cities,  Talukas  (a  political  unit  something  like 
a  county)  and  other  units  come.    India  is  a  land  of  villages.    She  has 
ahout  700,000  villages,  each  with  a  population  with  less  than  5,000 
people.     Therefore,  it  is  necessary  and  important  to  know  something  of 
the  governmental  organization  of  the  village. 

Kinds  of  Villages.  There  are  mainly  two  kinds  of  villages: 

1.  Raitwori,  2.  Zamindari. 

Baitnari  Raitwari  system  is  ohtained  all  over  the  country  ex- 
cept in  Northern  India.    In  this  system  each  Ryot  or  the  cultivator, 
pays  his  land  assessment  or  tax  directly  to  the  Government  representa- 
tive.   In  other  words,  the  government  holds  each  cultivator  severally 
responsihle  for  his  tax.    The  cultivator  is  the  tenant  of  the  govern- 
ment in  a  direct  way.    Of  course,  in  such  a  village,  there  may  he  com- 
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mon  cattle  stand,  grazing  grounds,  waste  lands  and  forest  where  fire- 
wood could  "be  procured.    Bat  in  such  a  village,  if  a  cultivator  wants 
to  hring  a  piece  of  waste  land  under  cultivation,  he  has  to  olitain  a 
permit  from  the  government,  and  the  tax  on  the  land  goes  directly  to 
the  government.    The  village  is  administered  hy  a  hereditary  official 
known  as  Patel  or  Gowda,  who  is  responsihle  for  the  maintenance  of  law 
and  order  and  also  for  the  collection  of  land  revenues.    He  is  assisted 
"by  a  clerk,  who  keeps  all  village  records  and  accounts,  and  some  watch- 
men, who  perform  vsjious  duties  in  the  day  time  and  watch  the  village 
at  night.    All  these  men  are  not  paid  directly  for  their  services. 
They  hold  lands  from  the  government  for  the  services  they  render.  All 
these  officers  are  hereditary.    In  recent  times,  the  government  is  try- 
ing to  place  these  men  as  regular  servants  on  a  fixed  salary, 

Zanindari  Village.— This  is  a  kind  of  a  joint  or  land-lord 
village.    Here  the  village  as  a  whole  is  held  responsible  for  the  land 
revenue.    The  village  "belongs  to  some  superior  proprietors.    They  are 
responsible  for  raising  the  taxes.    These  proprietors  employ  tenants, 
artisans  and  tradesmen  and  give  them  land  for  residence  and  cultivation. 
If  there  is  a  waste  land  in  such  a  village,  it  cannot  "be  cultivated  un- 
less the  shareholders  partition  it  among  themselves.    The  village  us- 
ually has  one  or  two  headsmen  who  will  officially  represent  the  interests 
pertaining  to  the  commtinity,  "before  the  local  government.    The  village 
is  ruled  by  the  chief  land  proprietors  jointly.    They  form  a  kind  of 
oligarchy.    The  tenants,  the  artisans  and  the  laborers  have  no  voice 
in  the  management  of  the  village. 

Village  Self-government.  The  Indian  villages  formerly  pos- 
sessed a  large  degree  of  autonomy.    The  Indian  princes  did  not  usually 


"bother  with  the  villages  as  long  as  they  sent  their  share  of  revenue 
regularly  and  maintained  law  and  order.    Usually,  only  the  headsman 
who  was  responsihle  for  raising  the  revenue,  was  knovn  to  the  local 
government.    It  did  not  deal  with  the  cultivator  as  an  individual. 
But  now,  individualism,  private  ownership  of  land  and  direct  dealings 
with  the  government  are  "becoming  common.    So  village  self-government 
is  disappearing. 

Village  Organization.  The  present  system  of  village  organi- 
zation is  an  ancient  one.    It  was  admira"bly  suited  to  the  times  when 
it  was  started  and  through  the  long  centuries  has  given  efficient 
service.    In  this  organization,  there  was  an  efficient  and  effective 
form  of  division  of  la"bor;  o"btaining  justice  was  direct  and  inexpensive 
economically  each  village  was  self-sufficient,  and  each  village  ruled 
itself.    This  organization  was  extremely  conservative  and  so  it  was  not 
affected  "by  the  changes  of  rulers  and  governments.    The  result  was  that 
the  village  was  a"ble  to  conserve  the  good  features  of  the  Indian  cul- 
ture and  civilization.    But  this  organization  is  not  suited  to  the 
present  time.    People,  in  this  age,  cannot  "be  restricted  to  one  kind 
of  la"bor  only.    A  "bar"ber's  son  may,  and  if  possible,  ought  to  "become 
a  government  servant.    Economically,  a  village  cannot  live  to  itself. 
It  must  cooperate  with  other  villages  and  cities  so  that  it  may  expand 
its  trade  and  commerce.    Then  again,  each  village  "by  itself  cannot 
"bring  in  all  the  desira"ble  improvements  that  it  ought  to  have.  For 
instance,  every  village  ought,  "but  cajinot,  maintain  a  hospital,  a  vet- 
inary  hospital,  a  vaccination  depot,  etc.    In  all  large  enterprises, 
cooperation  with  other  villages  is  a"bsolutely  necessary. 

How  can  the  Village  "be  ImprovedY  This  can  "be  done  in  two  ways; 
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"by  reviving  the  old  village  Panchayat  system,  and  "by  cooperation. 

In  olden  times,  in  each  village,  there  were  two  kinds  of 
Panchayat s,  the  caste  Ps.nchayat  and  the  village  Panchayat.    A  Panch- 
ayat was  e  council  which  decided  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  caste 
or  the  village  as  the  case  may  he.    In  certain  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, the  caste  Panchayat  "became  so  strong  that  it  overshadowed  the 
village  Panchayat.    At  present,  "bath  these  Panchayats  have  almost 
disappeared.    To  improve  the  village  economy,  the  village  Panchayat 
must  he  revived  and  the  caste  Panchayat  mast  he  suppressed  or  he  made 
completely  suhordinate  to  the  village  Panchayat.    This  council  should 
undertake  "The  management  of  private  schools,  the  cronstruction  and 
repair  of  school  huildings,  tanks  and  wells,  the  distrihution  of 
water  in  lands  under  irrigation,  the  settlement  of  small  disputes, 
the  common  enjoyment  of  grazing  and  wood-cutting  in  forests  and  hosts 

of  other  activities-  in  other  words,  we  must  convert  our  village 

comiminities  into  'Little  republics*."!    The  officers  in  the  Panchayat 
should  he  elected  hy  popular  vote,  and  the  interests  of  all  the 
communities  should  he  properly  safe-guarded. 

The  village  Panchayat  has  already  heen  revived  in  some  of  the 
provinces  hy  village  Panchayat  Acts.    These  Panchayats  have  judicial, 
administrative  and  sanitary  functions.    But  due  to  internal  feuds,  and 
inexperience  on  the  part  of  the  memhers,  the  result  of  the  experiment 
has  not  heen  altogether  satisfactory.    If  the  educated  people  and  the 
government  servants  were  to  cooperate  and  help,  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Panchayat  should  not  hecome  successful. 

The  second  way  to  improve  the  village  conmianity  is  hy  cooperation. 
The  people  in  the  village  must  unite  in  all  forms  of  transactions  such 
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as  selling,  "buying,  "borrowing  and  improving  the  village.    At  ©resent 
cooperative  credit  societies  have  hecome  common.    Some  people  invest 
their  money  in  these  societies,  while  others  "borrow  from  them.  In 
this  way,  one  helps  the  other,  "but  the  usefulness  of  these  societies 
can  "be  extended  greatly.    Immediately  after  the  harvest,  the  people 
have  to  pay  land  taxes;  "but  that  is  the  time  when  farm  products  do 
not  "bring  good  prices.    Here  the  society  should  take  the  produce  of 
the  farmer  and  lend  him  money  to  pay  the  taxes.    When  the  prices  of 
these  commodities  rise,  they  can  he  sold  and  the  money  lent  can  "be 
realized.    In  the  same  way,  the  societies  should  encourage  the 
farmers  to  find  out  methods  of  increasing  their  earnings.  Our 
farmers  do  not  usually  have  poultry  and  they  are  ignorant  of  fruit 
raising.    Societies  can  stimulate  such  industries.    The  farmers 
usually  do  not  have  up-to-date  and  efficient  farm  implements.  In 
fact,  they  are  utterly  una"ble  to  buy  them.    The  society  can  huy  such 
implements  and  rent  them  to  the  farmers.    But  in  all  these  enterprises 
cooperation  of  the  farmers  themselves  is  absolutely  necessary.  With- 
out their  active  interest,  nothing  can  he  done.    This  shows  how  im- 
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portant  it  is  for  people  to  comhine  such  cooperative  enterprises.  It 

is  idle  to  look  to  the  government  always  for  help  and  initiation. 

•*God  helps  those  who  help^  themselves". 

Problem  1.    Is  your  village  a  Ryotwari  or  Zamindori  village? 

Pro"blem  2.    What  are  some  of  the  improvements  you  would  like  to 
have  in  your  village,  and  how  can  they  "be  ^ffected? 

Problem  3.    What  are  the  reasons  for  reintroducing  village 
Panchayat  system?    Discuss  the  problem  in  the 
class. 

Problem  4.    Have  you  seen  how  a  Panchayat  works?    Do  you  favor 
this  form  of  government? 
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Prolilem  5.    Make  a  list  of  the  "benefits  that  the  farmer  would 
get  "by  cooperating  with  other  farmers. 

Prohlem  6.    How  far  do  feuds  in  the  villages  make  cooperation 
impossihle.    Discuss  the  prohlem  in  the  class. 

B.  LISTHICT  AKD  TAUDKA  LOCAL  BOARDS 

In  many  of  our  villages  we  have  primary  schools,  we  have  also 
roads  "between  villages  and  cities.    At  the  Taluka  head-quarters  there 
is  a  hospital  where  free  medical  treatment  can  he  had.    If  there  is 
an  epidemic  among  farm  animals,  a  veterinary  surgeon  comes  to  distri- 
hute  medicine  or  treat  the  animals.    Once  in  every  three  months,  a 
vaccinator  comes  to  vaccinate  the  "bahies.    Who  maintains  these  or- 
ganizations? 

There  are  two  important  hodies:  one  at  the  district  headquarters 
smd  the  other  at  the  Taluka  town,  which  make  these  services  availa"ble 
to  us.    These  "bodies  are  known  as  District  and  Taluka  Boards.  These 
Boards  are  the  most  important  units  of  responsi"ble  self-government 
under  the  British  rule,  and  are  to  "be  found  in  every  province  ex- 
cept Assam.    There  were  altogether  221  District  and  556  Taluka  Boards 
in  1919-1920.    Their  jurisdiction  extended  over  a  population  of  213 
millions.    In  recent  years  their  jurisdiction  and  powers  have  "been 
extended. 

Memhershlp  and  duties  of  the  Boards.  There  are  two  kinds  of 

members  in  each  of  these  Boards;  the  elected  memhers  and  the  nominated 
memhers.    The  elected  memhers  are  those  who  are  chosen  ty  the  people 
through  popular  vote,  and  the  nominated  mem'bers  are  those  who  are 
appointed  hy  the  government  to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  govern- 
ment and  also  of  the  minority  communities.     In  1920-1923,  32^  of  the 


memlDers  of  the  Boards  were  elected  and  the  rest  nomina,ted.    Since  then 
the  proportion  of  nominated  memhers  is  steadily  increasing.  These 
Boards  are  manned  almost  completely  hy  the  Indians.    The  official  in- 
terference with  the  powers  of  the  Boards  is  "becoming  less  and  less. 

The  duties  of  the  Boards  are  many  and  varied.    The  District 
Board  controls  all  the  village  puhlic  and  private  schools  in  the 
District.    These  schools  are  inspected,  regularly  "by  the  officers  of 
the  Board.    The  private  schools  receive  grants  in  aid  from  the  Board, 
while  the  puhlic  schools  are  maintained  hy  the  funds  of  the  Board. 
Since  the  Boards  vsere  created,  village  primary  education  has  received 
great  impetus.    The  Boards  huild  roads  in  the  Districts  aJid  keep  them 
in  good  repair,  and  also  maintain  a  sanitary  department.    This  de- 
partment looks  after  the  water  supply,  vaccination,  and  helps  in  case 
of  epidemics  such  as  cholera  or  -plague.    Hospitals  are  usually  main- 
tained hy  the  Board,  also.    These  Boards  serve  mainly  rural  comnruni- 
ties. 

It  has  already  "been  said  that  most  of  the  members  of  the 
Boards  are  elected  hy  the  people.    Any  man  in  the  District  who  pays 
an  fiuanual  land  assessment  or  income  tax  of  l\  rupees,  is  entitled  to 
vote.    So  there  are  today  millions  of  people  who  cannot  even  write 
their  names.  Taut  exercise  their  vote  in  electing  officers  to  the 
Boards.    This  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  India  that  the 
people  have  had  the  power  to  elect  officers  who  will  use  puhlic  money 
for  puhlic  good.    This  is  s»Ji  important  experiment  and  we  cannot  fail 
in  it,  otherwise  it  shows  that  we  are  incompetent  to  rule  ourselves. 
We  should  strain  every  nerve  to  maJce  this  a  success. 

Every  person  who  has  the  power  to  vote  must  realize  the  import- 
ance of  the  power  that  is  vested  in  him.    Many  of  the  people  who  have 


i 

I 


the  power  to  vote  are  igr-^rsunt  of  their  privilege.    So  it  is  the  duty 

of  every  educated  man  to  acquaint  the  people  with  it.    Secondly,  every 

person  who  has  the  power  to  vote  must  know  something  of  the  candidate 

he  is  voting  for.    He  mast  not  vote  for  a  person  who  has  a  "bad  record. 

Unworthy  people  use  various  methods  to  get  themselves  elected.  This 

will  defeat  the  experiment.    Thirdly,  when  a  candidate  asks  for  votes, 

it  is  not  wise  to  extract  some  unreasonahle  promise  from  him.  Often 

the  candidate  makes  extravagstnt  •nromises  and  is  never  ahle  to  carry 

them  out.    Fourthly,  every  voting  member  must  rememher,  and  consider 

it  his  duty  to  himself  and  his  country,  to  vote.    Carelessness  and 

apathy  in  these  matters  are  not  excusahle. 

Prohlem  1.    ^Hiat  are  the  duties  of  District  Local  Boards? 

Prohlem  2.    Who  are  the  memhers  that  have  "been  elected  from 
your  Taluka  to  the  Taluka  and  District  Boards? 

Prohlem  3,    Why  do  we  call  Local  Boards  responsihle  self-govern- 
ing units? 

Prohlem  4,    Why  should  the  voter  exercise  his  vote?  Discuss 

the  problem  in  the  class. 

Prohlem  5.    Write  a  petition  to  the  District  Local  Board  re- 
ciuesting  that  a  well  "be  8\ink  in  your  village. 

C.  MINI  CI PAU  TIES 

Hi  story  of  Iffonicipel  Goverment,  Manicipal  government  is  that 

government  that  is  usually  found  in  cities  and  towns.    The  unit  which 
has  a  municipal  government  is  called  a  mranicipality.    Municipality  is 
the  earliest  and  the  primary  unit  of  responsible  self-government.  Be- 
fore 1850,  only  in  Bengal,  there  werd  a  few  municipalities;  "but  in  the 
year  an  act  was  passed  "by  which  a  large  number  of  municipalities  were 
formed  in  different  parts  of  the  country;  hut  the  commissioners  or  the 
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heads  of  these  iminicipalities  suid  also  the  majority  of  the  members 
were  nominated.    So  there  was  no  self-government  in  these  units.  In 
1870,  the  manicipalities  were  empowered  to  administer  funds  for  the 
management  of  education,  sanitation,  medical  charity  and  local  puhlic 
works  under  their  jurisdiction.    These  funds  were  given  to  the  munic- 
ipalities "by  the  provincial  government.    This  was  done  to  stimulate 
interest  in  the  people  with  regard  to  the  welfare  agencies  that  served 
than.    Three  years  afterwards,  a  system  of  electing  memhers  to  the 
manicipalities  was  extended.    Since  then  the  powers  and  the  means  to 
raise  local  support  have  "been  gradually  extended.    Today,  the  munici- 
pality is  almost  autonomous.    Even  a  private  citizen  could  "be  elected 
to  "become  the  chairman.    The  development  and  progress  in  municipal 
government  has  "been  slow,  hut  it  has  "been  valuable.    Most  of  the  muni- 
cipalities are  conducting  their  affairs  very  effeciently. 

Extent  and  Organization  of  Municipalities.  There  are  ahout 

757  municipalities  in  British  India,  and  ahout  eighteen  million 
people  under  their  jurisdiction.    Of  these,  roughly  687  have  a  popu- 
lation of  less  than  50,000  persons.    At  present,  more  than  half  of 
the  memhers  in  a  mxmicipality  are  elected;  hut  the  proportion  of 
elected  memhers  is  steadily  increasing.     25^  of  the  memhers  are 
nominated,  and  some  are  ex-officio  memhers,  that  is,  they  hecome 
memhers  hy  virtue  of  their  office.    The  nominated  memhers  safeguard 
various  special  interests  such  as  those  of  the  trading  community,  the 
depressed  classes  and  the  schools.    Municipalities  get  their  support 
from  three  sources:  1.  taxes  on  property  such  as  houses,  etc.,  in  the 
municipal  limits,  2.  contrihutions  from  provincial  revenues,  3.  mis- 
cellaneous sources  such  as  toll,  selling  trees  on  municipal  waste 
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lands  and  grazing  fees. 

Fanction3  of  Kunicipalltles.  The  fvinctions  of  the  municipal- 
ities can  "be  classed  under  the  following  heads:  1.  puhlic  safety,  2. 
health,  3.  convenience,  4.  instruction.    It  is  the  nmnicipality  that 
passes  laws  regulating  traffic  on  the  roads,  checks  weights  and 
measures,  supervises  the  "bazaars,  maintains  the  city  dispensary,  passes 
laws  relating  to  water-supply,  sanitation  and  a  host  of  other  things. 
It  also  maintains  vernacular  schools. 

How  to  make  lifor.icipalities  Successful.  Cooperation  of 

puhlic  spirited  citizens  is  necessary  to  make  the  municipality  suc- 
cessful.   Unfortujfiately,  many  of  our  municipalities  are  divided  on 
caste  or  religious  "bases.    Often  we  find  continual  "bickering  "between 
these  opposing  camps.    It  is  unavoida"ble  to  have  parties  in  any  self- 
government.    But  these  parties  must  not  found  their  differences  on 
the  "basis  of  religion  or  caste.    This  causes  a  great  deal  of  in.iustice 
to  the  people  "belonging  to  the  castes  or  other  castes  and  religions. 
Parties  are  usually  formed  ir.  self-governing  countrie  on  the  "basis  of 
principles  and  programs.    So  our  parties  should  also  have  definite 
principles  and  programs.    When  the  voter  casts  his  vote  he  mast  not 
"be  prejudiced  against  another  person  just  "because  he  "belongs  to  another 
religion.    Ability  and  character  are  the  two  things  that  should  weigh 

C  ot  >'  r<,  /   i    I  t  ■ 

in  favor  of  one  oh&r*0t€r  or  the  other.    Then  alone  we  can  make  our 
self-government  successful. 

Most  of  OUT  cities  and  towns  are  very  old,  and  were  huilt  at 
a  time  when  city  planning  was  unknown.    At  the  present  time,  a  great 
deal  of  care  ajid  forethought  are  exercised  "before  a  city  is  "built. 
In  many  of  our  cities,  we  have  extensions.    The  difference  "between  the 
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extensions  and  the  old,  part  of  the  city  is  striking.    In  the  old  part, 
the  roads  are  narrow  and  crooked.    Houses  are  "built  so  near  each  other 
that  very  little  arunshine  and  fresh  air  comes  into  the  home.  The 
gutters  are  narrow  and  the  rain  water  spreads  and  stands  on  the 
streets.    In  the  extensions  the  roads  are  straight  and  wide  and  the 
houses  are  huilt  in  an  attractive  way.    You  find  parks  and  open  spaces 
in  certain  places.    The  gutters  are  well  laid.    The  stores  and  the 
shops  are  attractive  and  decently  huilt.    In  other  words,  the  whole 
"bespeaks  of  careful  planning.    The  "best  example  of  town  planning  in 
India  is  Hew  Delhi  where  we  have  the  Viceroy's  Palace  and  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  Assembly  "buildings.    The  whole  section  is  very 
attractively  "built  with  "beautiful  parks,  spacious  school  "buildings, 
attractive  stores  and  comforta"ble  residential  "buildings.    The  whole 
section  is  clean  and  good  looking.    There  is  a  tendency  on  the  part 
of  cities  to  grow  in  our  country.    So  we  must  "bear  this  town  planning 
in  mind  when  we  have  to  extend  our  towns.    Even  the  houses  in  the 
village  are  to  "be  more  scientifically,  hut  at  the  same  time,  more 
economically  "built. 


Pro"blem  1. 


Name  ten  municipal  towns  that  you  know  of. 


Prohlem  2. 


Suppose  that  your  city  needs  a  public  play-ground. 
How  will  you  go  a"bout  to  get  it? 


Pro"blem  3. 


The  street  lamp  in  your  street  is  not  properly 
lighted.    Make  a  report  on  the  subject  to  the 
municipal  authorities. 


Problem  4. 


What  is  the  advantage  of  having  more  elected  mem- 
bers than  nominated  and  official  members? 


Problem  5. 


When  you  are  riding  your  bicycle,  you  are  taking 
the  right  side  of  the  road.    Are  you  breaJcing  any 
law? 


Prohlon  6.  Make  a  list  of  some  of  the  inconveniences  that  you 
would  have  if  you  did  not  have  a  municipal  govern- 
ment in  your  town. 

Prohlem  7,  Ho?^  can  you  cooperate  with  the  municipality?  Dis- 
cuss the  prohlem  in  the  class. 

Pro"blem  8,    Find  out  how  the  city  is  divided  into  wards  for  the 
purpose  of  municipal  elections. 

Prohlem  9.    \7rite  a  description  of  a  modern  town  or  an  extension 
of  a  town  huilt  on  modern  lines. 


P.  TAXATION 

W\a\  is  a^  tar?  A  tax  is  a  compulsory  contrihution  from  the 

wealth  of  a  person  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  government.  So 
taxation  is  a  compulsory  contrihution.    The  tax  payer  must  pay  the 
tax  whether  he  like  it  or  not.    Ho  government  can  carry  on  its  numer- 
our  functions  without  money.    Money  comes  from  taxes.    So  without 
taxes  no  country  can  hope  to  have  a  government. 

Every  person  who  pays  taxes  has  to  do  it  intelligently  and 
willingly.    Intelligently  means  that  the  taxpayer  should  know  why  he 
pays  the  taxes,  and  how  the  puhlic  funds  are  spent.    At  present  many 
people  do  not  know  why  they  pay  the  taxes.    They  s«y,'*Y/e  earn  money 
hy  hard  work;  hut  the  government  comes  and  taxes  a  part  of  my  earning 
"by  force.    If  I  do  not  pay,  my  property  is  confiscated.    So  it  is 
tyranny  ofi  the  part  of  the  state."    Is  this  the  right  attitude  towards 
taxation?    Has  the  government  any  right  to  a  part  of  what  we  earn? 

Taxation  and  the  Protection  of  Life.  ^Man  is  a  social  heing. 

He  cannot  live  hy  himself.    In  fact  he  develops  his  mental  and  physi- 
cal skills  in  the  society  of  other  people;  tut  at  the  same  time,  ha 
has  the  instinct  of  self-protection.    He  wants  to  live  a  full  life. 
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Ofi;en  an  individual  comes  in  conflict  vith  the  people  around  him. 
On  such  occasions  if  there  was  no  government  to  protect  him,  the 
people  would  kill  him.    A^in  a  stronger  man  is  provoked  "by  the 
weaker  man  and  would  kill  him  if  it  were  not  for  the  government. 
So  our  lives  would  always  he  in  danger.    The  government  has  "been 
charged  with  the  function  of  protecting  the  lives  of  the  people  \inder 
its  jurisdiction.    It  does  this  supreme  task  "by  maintaining  a  police 
force.    The  government  officers  and  the  police  force  who  do  this  joh 
have  to  he  paid  for  their  services.    It  is  from  our  taxes  that  these 
sprvice  are  paid  for.    Then  again,  our  country  has  to  he  protected 
from  foreign  invasion.    Otherwise  some  other  power  will  come  and  hold 
our  country  under  "bondage.    So  an  army,  navy  and  air  forces  are  main- 
tained.   The  expenditures  on  these  items  are  paid  for  from  our  taxes. 
In  our  poor  country,  ahout  45/b  of  all  taxes  go  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  defence.    Compared  with  some  other  countries,  this  is  too  much. 
However,  it  is  important  to  realize  that  o\ir  national  safety  depends 
upon  maintaining  a  defence  force  "by  our  taxes. 

Taxation  and  Protection  of  Property.  Next  to  our  lives,  we 

want  to  protect  our  property.    If  there  was  no  organized  force  to 
protect  our  property,  it  would  he  ImDOssihle  for  us  to  save  any  part 
of  our  earnings;  hecause  if  we  did,  some  person  stronger  than  ourselves 
would  come  and  take  it  away  from  us.    Now  the  thieves  and  rohhers  come 
secretly  and  steal  our  property  hecause  they  are  afraid  of  the  police, 
hut  then  they  would  raid  our  houses  openly.     If  property  accumulation 
was  impossihle,  the  hig  corporations  and  industrial  plants  and  fac- 
tories would  not  have  come  into  existence.    So  it  is  important  that 
our  property  should  he  protected.    It  is  impossihl?  for  each  individ- 
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"oal  to  hire  people  to  protect  his  property.     That  would  lae  too  expen- 
sive.   So  all  people  .ioin  and  pay  taxes.    With  the  taxes  sin  efficient 
police  force  is  hired,  and  thus  our  property  is  protected.  Our 
country  has  a  strong  police  force.    It  costs  the  taxpayer  ahout  106 
million  rupees  per  year. 

Taxation  and  Roads.  There  are  many  nice  roads  which  we  use 

every  day.  Without  good  roads,  it  is  difficult  for  carts  aind  motor 
cars  to  move  ah out.  In  the  rainy  season,  even  the  pedestrians  find 
it  hard  to  go  on  soft  ground.  So  the  roads  have  heen  "built.  It  re- 
quires a  great  deal  of  money  to  "build  good  roads.  Private  individ- 
uals cannot  "build  expensive  roads;  so  they  are  "built  "by  the  govern- 
ment from  the  taxes.  So  we  otight  not  to  grumhle  when  we  pay  our 
taxes. 

Taxation  and  Schools.  Ho  country  can  hecome  an  intelligent 

nation  without  a  system  of  schools.    Self-government  would  "be  almost 
impossi"ble  without  an  intelligent  electorate.    In  our  country  we  do 
not  have  as  many  schools  as  we  ought  to  have;  so  the  people  in  gen- 
eral cannot  take  part  in  the  government  of  the  country.    The  schools 
in  our  country  are  turning  out  good,  intelligent  citizens,  "but  the 
majority  of  our  people  cannot  go  to  school  "because  we  do  not  have 
sufficient  educational  facilities.    It  should  "be  the  primary  duty  of 
the  state  to  give  at  least  elementary  education  to  all  the  citizens. 
The  schools  that  we  have  are  maintained  by  a  part  of  our  taxes;  "but 
more  schools  should  he  opened.    So,  either  taxes  should  "be  increased 
or  expenditures  in  other  departments  reduced  so  that  we  may  have 
more  schools.    The  ta^qjayer  must  "bear  this  in  mind  and  should  always 
favor  the  idea  of  increasing  schools.    In  other  countries,  a  great 
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deal  of  the  taxes  goes  for  the  maintenance  of  the  schools,  iDut  oxir 

country  is  not  doing  it. 

Prohlem  1.    Are  the  private  schools  in  our  coujitry  maintained 
hy  the  taxes? 

Protlem  2.  When  a  man  says,  do  not  send  my  children  to 
school,  so  I  do  not  want  to  pay  school  funds", 
how  would  you  answei?  him? 

Prohlem  3,    Is  our  country  ahle  to  pay  more  taxes  that  we  may 
have  more  schools  and  more  roads?    Discuss  the 
prohlem  in  the  class. 

Prohlem  4.    Is  it  right  for  one  person  to  receive  taxes  from 
the  people,  retain  ^  of  it  himself  and  spend  the 
other  -f  for  the  people?    Do  you  find  such  examples 
anywhere? 

Problem  5.    What  do  you  think  of  a  man  who  uses  roads,  schools, 
and  police  protection,  hut  evades  taxes? 

Hature  of  Taxes.  Taxes  are  of  two  kinds:  direct  and  indirect, 

A  direct  tax  is  a  tax,  the  "burden  of  which  falls  directly  on  the  per- 
sons who  pay  it.    The  land  revenue  is  a  direct  tax,  hecaue  the  "burden 
of  paying  it  falls  upon  the  person  who  owns  the  land.    An  indirect  tax 
is  a  tax  the  "burden  of  which  is  shifted  "by  the  person  who  pays  it  to 
the  conarumer  of  the  article  on  which  the  tax  is  levied.    Take  for  in- 
stance the  silks  that  come  from  China.    At  the  custom  house  all  the 
silks  imported  into  India  are  taxed.    The  merchant  who  huys  the  silk 
pays  his  share  of  that  tax,  and  then  takes  the  silk  and  sells  it  to 
the  retail  merchant  at  a  rate  which  includes  the  custom  duty  or  in- 
direct tax.    The  man  who  "buys  the  silk  also  pays  his  share  of  the 
tax.    In  India,  the  government  collects  revenues  through  numerous 
sources. 

In  India,  we  have  three  taxing  authorities:  1.  The  Govern- 
ment of  India.     2.  The  Provincial  Government.    3.  The  local  "bodies 
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aruch  as  District  Boards  and  Mcmicipalities.  Here  is  a  sample  of  the 
incomes  and  the  expenditure  of  the  Central  Government. 


BUDGET  ESTIITATE  FOR  1930-1931 


Income 

Customs 

Taxes  on  incomes 

Sjilt 
Opium 

Other  Heads 
Railways 

Post  and  Telejsraphs 
Interest 

Currency  and  Kint 
Various  other  Sourc 


B8 

546,381,000 
179,978,000 
70,483,000 
27,180,000 
23,086,000 
381,000,000 
2,152,000 
34,531,000 
28,915,000 
es  12,705,000 


Expenditure 

Military  Service 
Int.  on  Cap.  Srent 

on  Railway 
Int.  on  Indians  Gen 

Deht 

Civil  Administration 
Collection  of  Taxes 
Civil  Works 
Currency  and  Mint 
Other  Items 


Bs 

579,708,000 

323,643,000 

178,158,000 
132,659,000 
43,557,000 
28,106,000 
7,766,000 
62,814,000 


Here  is  a  sample  of  the  Provincial  income  and  its  expenditures. 


Bomhay  Provincial  Budget  for  1930-1951 


Income 

Bs 

Expenditure 

Bs 

Land  Revenue 

51,211,000 

C(58t  of  collecting 

Excise 

38,900,000 

Revenue 

16,099,000 

Stamps 

17,353,000 

Irrigation 

9,441,000 

Forests 

7,891,000 

Deht 

20,507,000 

Regi  strati on 

1,200,000 

Gen.  Administration 

22,521,000 

Scheduled  Tnxes 

1,964,000 

Justice 

7,  469,000 

Irrigation 

6,856,000 

Police 

17,818,000 

Civil  Administration 

8,469,000 

Jails 

2,412,000 

Civil  Works  smd  Mis. 

7,700,000 

Ports 

9,000 

Extraordinary  Rec. 

13,210,000 

Scientific  Depts. 

92,000 

Total  Revenue 

157,366,000 

Education 

21,003,000 

Cap.  Account  not 

Medical 

5,376,000 

Revenue 

80,980,000 

Puhlic  ^ealth 

2,904,000 

Grand  Total 

238,346,900 

Agriculture 

3,008,000 

Industries 

139,000 

Mi  sc .  Dept  s . 

442,000 

Civil  V/orks 

15,249,000 

Ifisc. 

9,031,000 

Expenditure  in  Enf^, 

3,771,000 

Cap.  acct.  not  charged 

to  Revenue 

214,764,000 

Ba.lance 

16,764,000 

Total  Eaqpenditure 

§36,546,000 

77 


problem  1.    What  are  the  main  sources  of  income  for  the 
Central  Government? 

Problem  2.    Besides  land  revenue,  are  there  any  other  direct 
taxes?    If  so,  what  are  they? 

problem  3.    Find  out  what  a  tariff  is  ajid  why  it  is  levied. 

Problem  4.    Why  is  a  tax  on  tobacco  an  indirect  tax,  while  that 
on  incomes  is  a  direct  tax? 

Problem  5,    What  are  the  main  items  of  expenditure  in  the 

central  and  the  provincial  government,  respectively? 

Problem  6.    Do  you  think  that  sji  inheritance  should  be  taxed? 

If  so,  why?    Discuss  the  -oroblem  in  the  class. 

Problem  7.    Is  fccumulation  of  wealth  by  a  person  possible  in 
a  plade  where  there  are  no  other  people? 


E.  HJBLIC  HEALTH 

Importance  of  Health.  Health  is  more  important  than  wealth. 

A  man  cannot  enjoy  life  if  he  has  no  health;  on  the  other  hand  he  will 
be  a  burden  to  the  family  and  sometimes  to  the  community.    Think  of 
the  thousands  of  people  who  have  been  crippled  some  way  or  other,  and 
who  are  being  supported  by  the  community.    Think  also  of  the  people 
who,  due  to  sickness,  have  to  stay  away  from  work  very  often.  This 
is  a  loss  to  the  individual  and  also  to  the  community. 

When  the  workers  are  sick,  the  institutions  where  they  work 

suffer  in  inefficiency  and  also  in  money.    When  a  worker  is  sick  a 

substitute  has  to  be  engaged  and  his  wages  have  to  be  paid.    In  this 

way  a  great  many  industrial  plants  and  public  offices  and  schools  are 

put  to  extra  expenses. 

Problem  1.    How  many  days  did  you  miss  during  the  last  year  on 
account  of  sickness? 

Problem  2,    Think  of  the  different  occasions  when  you  were  sick. 
Could  you  have  avoided  any  of  them? 


PreTention  of  disease,  PeoDle  in  our  country  know  very  little 

atout  how  they  should  maintain  their  health.    Those  in  the  villages  do 
not  know  even  the  rudiments  of  sanitation.    On  account  of  this  ignor- 
ance, millions  of  people  die  a  premature  death  and  as  many  more  suffer 
needless  pain.    India  is  never  free  from  one  or  the  other  of  the  in- 
fectious diseases.    Those  most  common  are  Cholera,  small-pox,  plague 
and  coMsunrption  and  fever.    The  medical  science  has  so  far  advanced, 
that  many  of  these  diseases  can  he  completely  iradicated  from  our 
country  if  we  only  take  proper  precautions.    Take  the  case  of  malaria. 
It  comes  from  the  hite  of  a  certain  kind  of  mosquito.    The  mosquito 
"breeds  in  stagnant  puddles  and  pools.    If  we  drain  the  pools  or  fill 
them  up  with  dirt,  mosquitoes  cannot  "breed  and  so  malaria  can  "be 
checked.    Once  Psnama,  in  Central  America,  was  infested  with  deadly 
mosquitoes.    Thousands  of  people  died  of  malaria;  hut  later  an  American 
doctor  cleaned  up  the  whole  place  and  today  it  is  one  of  the ^healthy 
places  in  the  world.    Similarly?,  our  country  can  he  made  a  healthy 
place.    At  present  it  is  the  home  of  all  diseases.    People  in  other 
countries  are  afraid  of  us  hecause  we  spread  such  diseases. 

What  can  he  done.  In  the  first  place,  every  person  should  try 

to  maintain  his  own  health.    Sickness  comes  only  when  our  hodies  are 
in  a  weak  condition  and  are  unahle  to  resist  the  spread  of  disease 
germs.    T«Lke  common  cold  germs.    We  have  them  in  the  air  all  the  time, 
hut  they  eannot  grow  in  our  hodies  as  long  as  we  are  fit  physically. 
The  moment  there  is  weakness,  the  germs  inmediately  take  root  and  grow 
and  we  get  a  cold.    In  the  same  way,  tuhercular,  typhoid,  cholera,  ma- 
larial and  plague  germs  grow  in  one*s  hody.    Therefore  it  is  important 
that  every  person  should  maintain  good  health.    To  he  healthy  a  person 


should  cultivate  good  ha"bits  such  as  keeping  one's  "body  clean,  "breath- 
ing fresh  air,  keeping  one's  head  uncovered  while  sleeping,  taking 
proper  care  of  teeth,  eyes  and  skin,  eating  plenty  of  fresh  vegetahles 
and  avoiding  strong  drinks.    He  should  also  keep  his  hed,  house  and 
surroundings  clean  so  that  disease  germs  may  not  "breed.    If  every  per- 
son in  our  country  did  this,  we  would  avoid  many  of  the  infectious 
diseases. 

Secondly,  we  ought  to  "be  mindful  of  the  health  of  others. 
Through  carelessness,  and  sometimes  ignorance,  we  ourselves  spread 
disease.    Men  and  women  suffering  from  tuherculosis  or  some  other 
disease,  spit  everywhere,  especially  on  the  road  side,  railway  plat- 
forms and  railway  carriages.    The  spittle  contains  the  deadly  germs 
and  they  enter  the  "bodies  of  healthy  persons  and  give  them  the  disease, 
When  a  person  is  suffering  from  typhoid  or  cholera,  we  wash  the 
patient's  clothes  and  other  "belongings  in  the  tauak  from  which  all  the 
people  in  the  village  take  water  for  drinking  and  "bathing.    Here  the 
disease  germs  are  carried  through  water  and  more  people  get  cholera 
or  typhoid.    In  our  cotuitry  we  never  segrate  people  who  are  suffering 
from  small-pox,  measles,  typhoid  and  other  infectious  diseases.  On 
the  other  hand  we  feel  it  a  duty  to  go  and  pay  them  a  visit  in  their 
affliction.    But  really,  this  is  not  an  act  of  mercy,  we  not  only  ex- 
pose ourselves  to  the  danger  of  these  diseases,  "but  spread  them  far 
and  wide.    This  is  crimihal.    In  some  of  the  western  countries,  a 
house  in  which  there  is  a  case  of  infectious  disease,  is  marked  so 
that  other  people  may  not  go  there.    If  others  do  go  there,  they  are 
punished.    In  our  country  no  such  precautions  are  taken,  and  the  dis- 
ease germs  are  allowed  to  spread  without  any  hindrance. 
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We  should  learn  the  hatit  of  cars-ying  a  handkerchief.    When  we 
feel  like  "blowing  the  nose  or  spitting,  we  ought  to  use  the  handker- 
chief.   In  this  way,  we  do  not  spread  disease.    When  some  people  eat 
ip&n  or  chew  tohacco,  they  continually  spit  all  over  the  place.    It  is 
a  disgusting  and  dirty  hahit.    We  ought  to  keep  our  food  covered  all 
the  time;  otherwise  flies  which  carry  many  kinds  of  disease  germs, 
sit  on  the  food  and  taint  it,    "Unfortunately  in  our  "bazaars,  eatahles 
are  exposed  on  shelves  where  swarms  of  flies  sit.    There  is  no  law  to 
prohibit  this  way  of  selling.    However,  we  ought  never  to  "buy  eata"bles 
from  such  shops.    Bathing  in  rivers  or  tanks  where  people  take  water 
for  drinking  or  cooking  purposes  should  "be  strictly  for"bidden. 
Clother  should  never  "be  washed  near  the  wells  from  which  water  is  used 
for  cooking;  "because  water  tainted  with  disease  germs  soaks  through 
the  ground  and  pollutes  the  water  of  the  well.    Conarumption  and  ty- 
phoid are  carried  throvigh  milk.     So  we  should  tie  careful  a"bout  our 
milk  supply.    The  vessels  which  are  used  for  milking  should  "be  kept 
clean.    The  villagers  who  supply  milk  should  know  the  necessity:|of 
keeping  their  hands  sind  milk  pails  cleain.    Our  people  are  good  so  far 
as  personal  cleanliness  is  concerned,  tut  when  it  comes  to  keeping 
the  whole  village  clean,  we  are  woefully  "backward.    We  should,  there- 
fore, keep  the  village  and  the  surroundings  clean.    Refuse  and  sweep- 
ings should  not  "be  thrown  near  the  dwelling  houses.    Paddles  and 
pools,  as  far  as  possi"ble,  should  te  drained  or  filled.    As  far  as 
pos8i"ble,  the  fs^  animals  should  he  housed  in  a  place  where  people 
do  not  sleep,  "because  the  animals  pollute  the  air  and  make  it  unsafe 
for  human  heings.    Every  village  should  have  a  separate  place  where 
holes  should  he  dug  in  the  ground.    This  place  alone  should  "be  used 


as  a  latrine.    If  we  do  these  things,  we  can  avoid  a  great  many  dis- 
eases. 

The  medical  science  has  made  it  possi"ble  to  protect  one's  self 
from  various  deadly  diseases  like  small-pox,  cholera  and  plague. 
There  are  many  kinds  of  vaccinations  and  anti-toxins  which  huild  up 
the  resistance  of  the  "body  against  the  particular  diseases.    We  ou^ht 
to  take  adveintage  of  them,  and  whenever  there  is  an  epidemic  we  ought 


to  notify  the  government  health  officer  so  that  he  sUI  come  to  the 
locality  and  give  thaac  vaccinations  or  anti-toxin  injections  free  of 
cost,    '^e  should  al^jays  take  advantage  of  this  precaution.    There  is 
an  idea  among  the  people  that  the  anti-plague  inoculations  lower  the 
vitality  of  persons.    It  is  not  so.    If  it  were  so  the  experts  would 
have  told  us  so.    They  are  not  interested  in  deceiving  the  people, 

Ahove  all  we  ought  to  take  pride  in  keeping  our  village  cleaJi 
and  attractive.    Every  village  ought  to  have  a  play-ground,  where  the 
children  can  play  in  fresh  air.     If  ■nossi'ble,  a  few  playing  materials 
such  as  "balls,  cluhs  and  horizontal  and  malakamh  "bars  should  he  kept 
for  the  xise  of  the  young  people.    All  should  cooperate  in  the  main- 
taining of  the  health  of  the  community.    The  government  alone,  with- 
out the  help  of  the  community,  cannot  do  much.    Some  of  the  health 
measures  cause  slight  inconveniences  to  the  individuals,  for  instance, 
throwing  the  sweepings  some  distance  away  from  the  residences,  hut 
this  mast  he  done.    Otherwise  we  ourselves  are  responsihle  for  sick- 
ness and  disease.    So  the  village  should  organize  itself  in  such 
matters  and  all  should  cooperate  intelligently  and  willingly. 


Prohlem  1,    Write  down  some  of  the  things  that  can  he  done  in 
your  village  or  community  to  improve  the  health 
conditions.    Prepare  to  read  and  discuss  it  in  the 


class. 

ProlDlem  2.    Write  short  notes  on  the  following:  1, Fresh  air, 

2.  Clean  "Water,  3.  Pare  Hi  Ik  SuDply,  4.  Good  nersonal 
hahits. 

Prohlem  3,  Find  out  hoyj  tuberculosis,  leprocy,  typhoid,  plague 
and  cholera  spreads.  Ift'rite  the  answer  in  your  note 
hook,  and  discuss  in  the  class. 

Prnhlem  4.  Shot\ld  the  people  suffering  from  leproiy,  "be  segre- 
gated?   Discuss  the  prohlem  in  the  class. 

Prohlem  5.    How  does  small-pox  spread?    What  to  do  to  prevent 
it? 

Prohlem  6.    Name  some  of  the  in.iections  which  you  get  free  of 
charge  from  the  government  dispensaries. 

Prohlem  7,    What  are  some  of  the  excuses  advsuiced  hy  the  villag- 
ers for  not  keeping  the  surroandings  clean?  kxe 
they  valid?    Discuss  the  prohlem  in  the  class. 

Prohlem  8.    Do  you  know  of  any  village  where  they  have  a  play- 
ground?   What  do  you  think  of  our  wrestlers  all 
taking  their  exercises  in  a  small  ill-ventilated 
room? 

Prohlem  9.    Do  you  know  of  any  method  of  filtration  or  purifi- 
cation of  water?    Discuss  the  prohlem  in  the  class. 

Prohlam  10.  Discuss  how  a  great  deal  of  cactus  near  the  village 
is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  the  people.    Why  do 
villagers  look  to  the  government  to  ranove  the 
cactus  instead  of  they  themselves  doing  it  in  their 
leisure  hours? 


F.  SCHOOLS  km  EDUCATION 


The  Provision  for  "Flducation.  In  some  of  the  other  countries, 

provision  is  made  for  the  education  of  all  children  in  the  country. 
In  Japan,  Russia  and  America,  almost  every  child  has  an  opportunity 
to  study  in  the  school,    Infact,  in  these  countries  education  is  com- 
pulsory.   Every  child  up  to  a  certain  age  must  go  to  school.  The 
parents  who  refuse  to  send  their  children  to  school  are  fined.  But 
in  our  country,  only  ahout  lif^persons  in  100  can  read  and  write.  The 
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reason  is  that  jie  do  not  have  enough  provision  for  education.  There 
are  thousands  of  villages  where  there  is  no  school,  and  it  is  hard  to 
find  in  such  villages  even  one  person  who  can  read  or  write  a  letter. 
Why  do  we  not  have  enou^  schools?    One  reason  is  that  the  people  are 
so  poor  that  they  cannot  pay  enough  taxes  for  maintaining  more  schools. 
The  other  reason  is  that  our  government  and  military  expenses  are  so 
heavy  that  we  do  not  have  enou^  money  for  education.    In  some  villages 
and  cities,  even  if  we  have  schools,  the  parents  do  not  send  their 
children  to  them  "because  the  parents  are  so  poor  that  they  have  to 
make  the  children  earn  something  or  look  after  the  home  or  the  younger 
children  when  they  themselves  are  working.    Some  parents  are  so  ig- 
norant that  they  do  not  know  the  value  of  education,  and  so  do  not 
send  their  children  to  school.    Since  the  creation  of  District  Boards, 
a  local  tax  hy  many  Boards  has  "been  levied  and  many  new  schools  have 
been  opened.    In  some  of  the  native  states,  like  Baroda  and  Mysore, 
and  in  some  of  the  provinces,  too,  free  and  compulsory  elementary 
education  has  "been  introduced.    The  country  is  progressing  fast  in 
providing  educational  facilities  for  the  children. 

Education  and  Citizenship.  The  British  government  has  prom- 
ised us  Dominion  Status,  that  is,  self-government  under  the  British 
rule.    Already  we  have  "been  given  home  rule  in  our  Talukas  and  Dis- 
tricts.   Some  of  the  people  vote  for  memhers  to  the  Provincial  and 
Central  governments.    If  the  people  are  ignorant  they  cannot  exercise 
their  vote  properly  and  they  will  he,  on  account  of  their  ignorance, 
unfit  to  enjoy  liherty  and  self-government.     So  every  child  mast  go 
to  school  so  that  he  may  take  part  in  the  activities  of  his  country 
intelligently.    To  enjoy  self-government,  every  child  must  learn 
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the  lesson  of  equality  and  fraternity.    In  oxir  country,  we  do  not 

think  of  all  people  "being  eq.ual  socially.    So  in  political  relations 

also  we  often  hring  this  idea  of  inequality,  or  think  of  it  when  we 

may  not  express  it.    School  is  the  one  place  where  you  do  learn  this 

Talual3le  lesson  of  etjuality.    The  children  from  all  homes  and  all 

castes  come  on  equal  "bases.    So  the  schools  are  doing  very  valuahle 

service  in  making  us  good  citizens. 

Prohlem  1.    Why  do  we  not  have  compulsory  education?  Discuss 
the  prohlem  in  the  class. 

Pro'blem  2.    Hot;  does  education  help  citizenship?    Discuss  the 
prohlem  in  the  class. 

Pro'blem  3,    Do  you  think  that  the  people  are  too  poor  to  send 
their  children  to  school?    If  so,  what  communities 
do  you  have  in  mind? 

Educational  Agencies.  Home  is  the  first  place  in  which  edu- 
cation "begins.    The  child  forms  ha"bits,  learns  language,  gets  inform- 
ation a"bout  himself,  others  and  things  at  home.    Then  the  society, 
the  newspapers,  "books,  motion  pictures,  and  theaters  make  their  con- 
tri"bution  to  the  education  of  a  child.    The  school  is  the  most  im- 
portant agency. 

Aims  of  Education.  What  are  the  aims  of  education?  Some 

people  think  that  the  sole  aim  of  education  is  to  get  a  government 
jo"b.    It  is  not  so.    Here  are  the  ohjectives  of  education."^ 

First,  health.        Every  child  should  develop  a  sound  mind  in 
a  sound  "body.    The  educational  agencies  tell  you  how  to  maintain  good 
health.    It  is  not  sufficient  that  you  should  "be  free  from  disease, 
"but  for  the  sake  of  efficiency  you  should  have  a  healthy  "body.  Ho 

TT    Cardinal  Principles  of  Secondary  Education. 
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person  is  truly  educated  who  neglects  his  health. 

Second,  mastery  of  fundamental  su^bjects.    These  make  a  person 
really  efficient  in  his  work  and  give  him  a  great  deal  of  joy  in  life, 
A  person  should  he  ahle  to  express  his  thoughts  in  writing  or  in 
speech.    He  should  also  learn  to  use  the  rules  of  arithmetic  in  his 
daily  work. 

Third,  the  aim  of  education  is  to  make  the  children  good  home 
memhers.    They  ou^t  to  love  the  home  and  make  it  the  "best  -olace  in 
the  world  to  live  in.    A  truly  educated  man  loves  the  memhers  of  his 
home  and  makes  them  happy.    He  does  not  allow  his  conduct  to  "bring 
disgrace  on  his  family. 

Fourth,  education  emphasises  the  necessity  of  learning  some 
trade  or  preparing  for  some  kind  of  profession.    Every  person  should 
earn  enough  money  to  support  himself  and  his  dependents.    A  man  who 
is  too  lazy  to  work  is  not  an  educated  man.    Often  people  are  too 
ashamed  to  do  work  with  their  hands.    This  is  not  the  mark  of  an 
educated  man.    A  tnily  respectahle  man  is  the  one  who  is  not  ashamed 
to  work  with  his  hands  or  carry  his  trunk  on  the  station  platform. 

Fifth,  education  makes  the  child  a  good  citizen.    A  good 
citizen  is  a  worthy  memher  of  his  country.    He  will  cooperate  with 
others  in  all  good  and  worthy  projects  and  tries  to  make  his  coun- 
try prosperous  and  a  good  place  to  live  in. 

Sixth,  the  purpose  of  education  it  to  teach  the  children  the 
worthy  use  of  leizure  time.    Often  people  waste  their  leizure  hours 
if  they  do  not  act\ially  use  them  in  harming  themselves.    How  many 
people  sit  hy  hours  and  gossip  ahout  other' s  affairs  or  go  to  see 
some  had  pictures  or  immoral  plays.    Such  people  are  not  at  all  edu- 
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cated.    The  test  of  education  is  tnily  found  in  how  you  use  youj 
leizure  time.    A  person  should  learn  to  enjoy  himself  in  healthful 
sports  or  take  a  good  rest. 

Seventh,  education  aims  to  huild  character.    Without  character 
money  and  good  position  are  of  no  use.    A  man  should  he  honest,  "brave, 
wise  and  sympathetic  in  his  dealings  with  himself  and  others.  Some 
people  go  to  school  and  learn  to  read  and  write,  hut  they  do  not 
develop  a  good  character.    They  sometimes  land  in  jail.    A  truly  edu- 
cated man  develops  good  character. 

How  to  have  more  Schools.  It  is  necessary  that  our  country 

have  more  schools.    There  ought  to  he  compulsory  primary  education 
all  over  the  country.    To  achieve  this,  hoth  private  and  government 
efforts  should  he  combined.    Some  of  our  rich  people  should  try  to 
open  schools  in  their  own  or  other  villages.    People  should  he  will- 
ing to  pay  a  little  more  tax  to  have  more  schools,  and  the  government 
also  should  pay  a  larger  suhsidy  towards  education. 


Prohlem  1. 


TPrite  in  your  notehook  the  aims  of  education. 


Problem  2. 


Why  don't  the  educated  people  who  have  plenty  of 
land,  work  on  their  farm?    Discuss  the  prohlem  in 
the  class. 


Prohlem  3. 


Do  you  think  that  education  tends  to  destroy  the 
privileges  of  some  people?    If  so,  is  it  desirahle? 
Discuss  the  prohlem. 


Prohlem  4. 


Y/rite  the  story  of  some  unprivileged  man  who  has 
hecome  great  through  education. 


Prohlem  5. 


Can  India  shoulder  the  responsihilities  of 

Dominion  Status  if  the  majority  of  her  people 

are  uneducated?    Discuss  the  prohlem  in  the  class. 
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CHAPTER  VII 


PBOBLMS  OF  THE  ECONOraC  AITD  IKIUSTBIAL  LIFE  OF  THE  COMTWHITY 

A.  VILLAGE  COIMNITT 

India  «  Couiitry  of  Villages.  The  real  Indian  cominunity  is  in 

the  villages.    A'bout  90fo  of  the  Deople  live  in  villages  of  less  than 
5,000  people,  and  there  are  a'bout  700,000  of  such  villages.  There 
are  t\»o  cities  of  over  a  million,  and  atout  thirty  with  over  10,000, 
So  to  understand  the  economic  and  industrial  life  of  the  country  at 
all,  it  has  to  he  done  in  the  villages. 

Poverty  of  the  Community.  The  -people  in  our  country  are  very 

poor  compared  with  other  coTintries.    The  average  income  of  aja  Indian 
ia  only  ahout  Es.  120  a  year  or  ahout  5  annas  a  day.    So,  many  people 
in  India  get  much  less  than  5  annas  a  day.    In  Western  countries,  even 
the  poor  people  have  wheat  hread,  "butter  and  milk  every  day.  They 
sleep  on  cots  and  have  furniture  in  their  homes.  Our  poor  people  have 
no  furniture  in  their  hones.    They  sleep  on  the  ground,  and  have  very 
little  or  no  "bedding.    Their  food  is  of  the  coarsest  kind,  and  they 
do  not  get  even  two  square  meals  a  day.    It  is  said  that  ahout 
60,000,000  people  live  on  the  horderline  of  starvation.    Their  chief 
concern  in  life  is  to  get  something  to  eat.    Often  they  go  to  "bed 
hungry.    Their  clothes  are  insufficent  and  are  made  of  very  poor 
material. 

Some  Causes  of  Poverty.  There  are  many  causes  that  ma.ke  our 

people  80  poor.    It  is  Impossihle  to  speak  of  all  these  causes;  hut 
ve  will  learn  something  ahout  the  more  important  causes. 

Deht — In  our  villages,  we  have  the  "Sawkar"  or  the  money  lend- 
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er.    Wlien  our  poor  farmers  are  in  financial  difficulty  they  go  to  him 
and  ask  for  loajas.    He  loans  them  money,  hut  charges  heavy  interest 
ranging  from  20^  to  75^.    The  ignoraJit  villagers  do  not  think  of  their 
fU-ture,    They  think  only  of  the  the  present  difficulties.    So  they 
"borrow  money.    They  are  unahle  to  pay  it  hack  so  they  lose  their  land. 
Fany  people  in  our  country  have  lost  their  land  in  just  this  manner. 
Then  they  hecome  either  heggars  or  day-lahorers.    Sometimes  the  money 
lender  makes  false  entires  and  compels  the  horrower  to  pay  more  than 
he  has  "borrowed.    Our  villagers  cannot  read  or  write  and  so  do  not 
understand  what  is  written  on  the  paper.    So  our  people  go  into  more 
and  more  deht  and  hecome  poorer  and  poorer. 

Hoarding — When  a  man  has  saved  money  he  at  once  goes  to  the 
gold-smith  and  huys  a  jewel  for  his  wife,  or  he  puts  the  money  in  a 
pot  and  huries  it  underground.    In  Western  coxmtries  when  people  save 
money,  they  use  it  for  productive  purposes.     They  huy  good  plows 
with  it,  fertilizers  or  machinery,  also,  for  the  sake  of  making  more 
money.    But  our  people  hury  it  or  "buy  gold  with  it.    It  is  true  that 
this  wealth  can  he  used  in  times  of  hardship  and  difficulties.  But 
think  of  what  might  happen  if  he  put  that  wealth  to  productive  use 
and  made  more  money.    He  and  his  family  would  have  more  food  and 
more  comforts.    This  is  another  reason  why  our  people  are  so  poor. 

Over  Supply  of  Cattle.  In  our  country  we  have  too  many 

cattle.    Of  coarse  cattle  are  necessary  hecause  our  agriculture  en- 
tirely, and  transportation  to  a  certain  extent,  depends  upon  cattle; 
then  we  have  to  have  milk  and  hutter.    But  the  prohlem  is  that  we  n.re 
maintaining  too  many  cattle.    We  cannot  feed  them  properly.     So  our 
cattle  are  poor  and  thin  compared  with  the  cattle  in  the  west.    It  is 
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true  that  «e  consider  cows  sacred,  iDut  we  do  not  feed  them  properly. 
The  reason  is  that  we  do  not  have  sufficient  food  for  them.    So  the 
cattle  are  not  atle  to  turn  out  good  work.    In  fact  many  cattle  do  not 
produce  as  much  as  they  eat.    We  have  to  have  cattle,  hut  we  ought  to 
have  only  fine  cattle. 

Mendicancy.  We  have  too  many  heggars  in  our  co\intry.    It  is 

estimated  that  we  have  ahout  6,000,000  of  them.    They  do  not  produce 
any  food,  hut  go  from  door  to  door  and  heg.    If  you  do  not  give  them 
food,  they  get  angry.    If  all  these  people  earned  something  every  day, 
the  country  would  he  much  hetter. 

Idle  Time.  Oux  people  do  not  know  the  value  of  time.  In 

some  of  the  countries,  time  is  money  and  in  fsct  more  than  money. 
Our  cultivators  in  the  villages  do  not  do  a  thing  for  ahout  four  or 
five  months  in  the  year.    Especially  in  the  summer  time  they  do  prac- 
ticallu  nothing.    Even  our  rich  people  do  not  exert  themselves  much. 
They  eat  and  sleep  and  at  the  most  go  for  a  walk. 

Waste  of  Fertilizer.  ^We  depend  entirely  upon  land  for  food 

and  clothing.  So  we  must  keep  the  land  in  good  condition.  Any  land 
that  is  not  properly  fertilized,  loses  its  fertility  and  hecomes  poor 
land.  Cow  dung  and  night  soil  are  of  great  value  as  fertilizers;  hut 
we  do  not  conserve  them.  It  is  true  that  we  use  cow  dung  as  fuel  hut 
it  is  a  loss  to  use  it  as  such.  It  ought  to  he  used  as  a  fertilizer. 
Then  all  the  village  sweepings,  too,  should  he  conserved  to  make  the 
land  more  fertile. 

Weights  and  Measures.  In  our  country  weights  and  measures 

are  not  uniform.    They  differ  in  different  parts  of  the  covintry.  The 
result  is  that  often  the  villager  is  deceived  hy  a  false  measure. 
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Iffho  has  not  heard  of  the  false  cotton  merchant  who  uses  one  set  of 
measures  to  "buy  and  another  to  allow  more  profit  when  selling?  Then 
the  town  merchants  also  deceive  the  poor  villager. 

Remedies .  Whet  can  "be  done  to  improve  the  economic  condition 

of  our  coxintry? 

Cooperative  Banks.  ^We  ought  to  avoid  the  money  lender  who 

charges  exhorhitant  interest.    Then  what  can  the  poor  villager  do  in 
times  of  stress  and  difficulty?    The  Government  has  started  coopera- 
tive credit  societies  to  help  the  poor  villager.    Their  rate  of  in- 
terest is  not  heavy;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  very  reasonable .  So 
the  people  instead  of  mortgaging  their  land  to  the  "Sowkar",  should 
mortgage  it  to  the  government  and  borrow  the  money.    Tou  can  repay 
the  loan  in  easy  installments.    This  good  news  should  he  spread  to 
every  villager.    Many  villagers  are  ignorant  of  this  fact. 

Then  people,  whenever  they  are  ahle  to  save  money,  should  in- 
vest it  in  the  cooperative  credit  society  hanks.    This  helps  the  in- 
vestor because  he  gets  income  regularly  in  the  form  of  interest  on 
the  money;  then  again  the  money  is  safe.    The  robbers  cannot  rob  him 
of  that  money.    He  will,  at  the  same  time,  be  helping  the  poor  farmer 
to  whom  the  money  is  lent  on  interest.    In  this  way  the  cooperative 
credit  society  is  a  great  blessing.    However,  if  it  is  impossible  for 
a  person  to  deposit  his  money  in  the  cooperative  credit  society,  he 
can  save  it  in  the  Postal  Savings  BsJik.    Here  also  he  will  get  some 
interest  and  the  money  is  safe  because  the  government  controls  the 
savings  banks.    One  advantage  with  the  Postal  Savings  Banks  is  that 
one  can  draw  money  whenever  one  wishes.    This  is  also  a  great  conven- 
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ience.    The  one  thing  that  ne  should  all  learn  is  that  whatever  we 
save  we  should  deposit  in  some  "bank.    We  nnist  not  hoard  it. 

Another  way  of  making  our  country  "better  is  to  "breed  only  good 
cattle.    In  most  other  countries,  the  people  eat  the  meat  of  the 
cattle  which  are  of  no  use.    Even  in  our  country  some  people  eat 
flesh.    But  many  of  our  people  do  not  eat  meat.    So  the  only  way  to 
limit  the  nvmher  of  cattle  is  to  limit  "breeding.    We  ought  not  to  have 
too  many  cattle.    In  the  first  place,  we  cannot  feed  them  properly 
and  they  remain  half-starved.    It  is  vrrong  and  cruel.    Then  again,  vje 
also  suffer  along  with  them  "because  they  do  not  produce  as  much  as 
they  should.    If  we  really  love  cattle, as  we  "boast  that  we  do,  we  must 
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limit  the  number  of  cattle  and  feed  them  properly, 
I  A  few  years  ago,  the  only  means  of  transportation  in  the 

i  villages  was  cattle.    But  now  the  motor  "buses  are  doing  a  great  deal 

of  what  the  cattle  used  to  do.    And  the  huses  are  increasing  year  "by 
year.    So  we  do  not  require  as  many  cattle  as  we  did  in  the  past.  So 
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1  we  should  limit  the  nvunber  of  cattle, 

I 

i  It  has  "been  shov/n  that  we  have  too  amny  "beggars.    We  oujbjit  to 

discourage  "begging.    We  ou^:ht  to  refuse  alms  to  the  people  who  are 
a"ble-"bodied  and  are  a"ble  to  work.    In  the  name  of  religion,  thousands 
of  people  "beg.    Many  of  them  axe  not  at  all  truly  religious,  "but  are 
too  lazy  to  work.    So  the  people  should  give  up  the  idea  that  they 
will  get  merit  if  they  feed  "beggars.    If  a  -Derson  is  deserving,  he 
^  should  "be  helped  "by  the  village  community  as  a  whole  rather  than  "by 

individuals.    The  village  temples  and  mosques  should  have  funds  "by 
which  deserving  cases  can  "be  cared  for.    By  giving  to  "beggars  indis- 
criminately, we  help  them  to  he  lazy  and  also  impoverish  the  commun- 
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ity. 

We  ought  to  have  tmiform  weights  and  measures  all  oyer  the 
country.    Every  villager  should  know  how  to  distinguish  the  govern- 
ment mark  on  every  weight  or  measure.    Men  using  false  measures 
should  he  handed  over  to  the  police. 

Kahatma  Gandi  asked  all  the  Indians  to  revive  spinning  and 
weaving.    It  is  a  very  good  advice.    We  raise  cotton  and  send  it  to 
England.    There  it  is  woven  into  cloth  hy  machines  and  sent  hack  to 
■as.    The  manufacturers  in  Enie:land  make  good  profit  and  the  people  em- 
ployed in  transportation  also  make  money.    Then  the  wholesale  merchant 
and  the  retail  merchant  make  profits.    But  the  poor  villager  and  culti- 
vator gets  very  little  profit.    Then  it  is  the  village  cultivator  who 
"buys  this  cloth.    So  he  should  prepare  the  cloth  himself.    It  has  al- 
ready heen  shown  that  the  cultivator  idles  away  ahout  four  or  five 
months  a  year.    This  time  can  he  used  to  a  very  great  advantage. 
The  cultivator  should  retain  as  much  cotton  as  he  needs,  and  the  rest 
lie  can  sell.    Then  he  and  the  other  memhers  in  the  family  can  spin  it. 
Then  the  village  weaver,  at  a  low  cost,  will  weave  it  into  cloth. 
This  arrangement  will  help  the  cultivator  and  also  the  weaver.  Our 
people  should  learn  the  value  of  time.    It  is  disgraceful  for  a  healthy 
man,  though  he  may  "be  rich,  to  he  idle.    The  time  that  once  is  wasted 
will  never  come  hack  again. 

The  villager  should  he  taught  the  methods  of  conserving  fertil- 
izers.   Outside  of  every  village,  pits  should  he  dug  for  the  sake  of 
using  them  as  latrines.    This  is  pne  way  to  cdnserve  the  night  soil. 
Then  again  the  people  should  he  told  to  use  cow  dung  as  a  fertilizer 
rather  than  as  fo.el. 


ProlDlein  1.    Are  there  any  more  causes  of  poverty?    Write  out  in 
your  note  "book  the  other  causes  and  read  them  in  the 
class. 

Prohlem        We  have  seen  many  things  that  we  ought  to  do  in  the 
villages.    Are  there  one  or  two  of  these  things 
TPhich  this  class  rants  to  undertake  to  do  in  any  one 
of  the  surrounding  villages? 

Prohlem  3.    Hot?  should  the  class  organize  itself  to  carry  out 
one  of  these  projects? 

Prohlem  4.    What  is  a  cooperative  credit  society?    Tell  how  this 
fanctions  in  your  village, 

Prohlem  5.    What  service  does  the  money  lender  give  to  the  so- 
ciety? 

Prohlem  6.    Pret>are  a  paper  on  the  suhject  of  ♦'Banks  and  Their 
Uses,"    This  will  he  discussed  in  the  class. 


Prohlem  7,    What  are  the  occasions  on  which  the  villager  goes 
into  deht?    Is  it  ri^t  for  the  villager  to  horrow 
money  for  marriages  and  feasts  and  ceremonies? 

Prohlem  8,    How  does  the  idea  of  fate,  affect  the  economic  con- 
dition of  the  people? 

Prohlem  9,    Complete  the  following  sentence  in  the  hest  way. 
When  an  ox  is  sick: 

1.  Show  it  to  your  neighbor 

2,  Take  it  to  the  veterinary  doctor 

3.  Administer  some  medicine  which  a  villager 
has  given  you 

4,  Sit  down  thinking  that  everything  will  re- 
sult according  to  your  fate. 

Prohlem  10.  Complete  this  sentence  in  the  most  satisfactory  way. 

When  the  money  lender  is  pressing  you  for  the 
payment  of  a  loan: 

1.  Tell  him  to  go  and  file  a  suit  against  you 

2.  Borrow  money  from  some  other  money  lender  and 
pay  it  up 

3.  Renounce  the  world  and  hecome  a  religious  man 

4.  Borrov?  money  from  the  Cooperative  Credit  So- 
ciety. 

Prohlem  11.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  lose  a  great  deal  of 

money  hy  going  to  the  law  courts  on  small  disputes? 
If  so,  give  one  or  two  concrete  examples,  without 
names,  to  show  that  it  is  harmful. 


Prohlem  12.  Is  it  ahsolutely  necessary  for  the  villagers  to 


"borrow  money?    Give  reasons  for  your  answer. 

Students  and  the  Village  Comnnxnity.  Can  students  in  the 

schools  help  to  improve  the  economic  condition  of  the  people?  Our 
people  are  ignorant.    They  do  not  have  any  means  to  know  up-to-date 
ideas  on  matters  that  concern  their  welfare.    They  find  it  difficult 
to  think  on  new  suhjects.    So  it  is  the  duty  of  the  students  and  the 
educated  people  to  tell  the  villagers  the  new  and  modern  things  they 
know.    In  other  words,  we  have  to  educate  omt  people  In  a  general  way. 
We  may  not  open  schools  and  give  the  people  the  rudiments  of  reading, 
writing  and  arithmetic,  though  that  is  aJi  important  task  in  the  matter 
of  training  intelligent  citizens  for  the  future.    But  at  the  present 
time  our  adult  population  should  he  informed  of  the  things  that  will 
help  to  make  their  lives  easier  and  more  comfortahle. 

Besides  educating  people,  there  are  n&ny  things  that  the  stu- 
dents can  do.    In  one  school,  the  hoys  got  together  on  a  Saturday 
afternoon,  went  to  a  hearhy    village  and  dug  some  pits  for  the  use  of 
conserving  the  night  soil.    On  another  Saturday,  they  went  to  the 
same  village  and  cleared  up  all  gutters  so  that  the  rain  water  might 
not  stagnate.    Then  we  have  many  welfare  organizations  which  the  peo- 
ple should  visit.    We  have  Government  experimental  farms.    The  stu- 
dents can  take  some  village  people  and  show  them  these  farms  and  with 
the  help  of  experts,  the  new  methods  of  agriculture  could  he  explained 
for  them.    In  some  places  the  Government  maintains  poultry  farms, 
fruit  gardens  and  flower  gardens.    All  such  institutions  should  he 
visited.    Every  student  should  use  his  spare  time  in  spinning,  garden- 
ing, making  toys,  etc.    The  villagers  see  you  and  learn,  themselves, 


to  use  their  spare  time  to  good  advantage. 

Pro"blem  1.    Besides  what  has  "been  suggested  here,  tell  some  of 
the  other  ways  TDy  which  you  can  help  our  community. 

Prohlem  2,  Have  you  yourself  done  anything  to  help  the  commun- 
ity to  improve  economically?  If  you  have  not,  tell 
of  somehody  else  who  is  doing  such  work. 

Pro'blem  3,    What  are  the  difficulties  which  the  student  meets 
in  carrying  out  this  program  of  economic  uplift? 
Discuss  the  prohlem  in  the  class. 

Prohlm  4.    Make  inquiries  and  find  out  how  much  corn  the  ex- 
perimental farm  grows  per  acre  of  land,  and  com- 
pare it  with  what  the  farmer  grows  in  his  land. 
Take  the  quality  into  consideration,  also.    Do  the 
same  thing  for  sugaj:  cane,  jawari  and  cotton. 

Pro'blem  5.    Do  our  villagers  have  sufficient  vegetables  for 

their  meals?    If  not,  what  is  the  cause?  Discuss 
the  pro'blem  in  the  class. 

Pro'blem  6.    Is  there  a  great  deal  of  waste  land  in  the  country? 

Can  this  land  'be  'bro'ught  under  profita'ble  cultiva- 
tion?   Discuss  this  pro'blem  in  class. 


"Village  Community  and  Industrial  Centres.  Since  the  intro- 
duction of  machinery,  the  world  is  very  fast  'becoming  industrialized. 
The  countries  in  the  west,  and  Japaji  in  the  east,  have  far  advanced 
in  industrialization.    India  is  still  an  agricultural  country,  hut  it 
is  tending  towards  industrialization.    In  the  past,  each  village  was 
a  self-sufficient  unit  "by  itself.    It  had  very  little  contact  with 
the  outside  villages  and  still  less  with  other  countries.    But  now  the 
villages  are  growing  certain  kinds  of  products  for  outside  markets. 
A'bout  100  years  ago,  the  villager  grew  just  a  little  cotton,  sufficient 
for  the  consumption  of  his  family.    In  some  cases  he  sold  a  little  to 
the  others.    Since  the  introduction  of  machinery,  the  cotton  industry 
has  grown.    England,  Japan  and  other  countries  have  set  up  gigantic 


cotton  mills.    The  manufacturers  in  the  countries  came  to  India  ajad 
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created  a  demand  for  cotton.    The  cultivators  knew  immediately  that  if 
they  grei/  more  cotton  it  would  "bring  good  money.    So  the  farmer  today 
has  increased  cotton  growing,  and  the  cotton  goes  to  industrial  cen- 
ters.   In  the  same  way  the  raising  of  oilseeds  and  jute  has  increased. 
Since  the  advent  of  the  English,  some  of  our  cities  are  expand- 
ing at  a  rapid  rate.    Srane  cities  like  Bangalore,  B=elgaum  and  Poona 
have  grown  "because  they  are  military  stations.    Then  again  they  are 
seats  of  local  governments.    Some  other  cities  have  hecome  important 
"because  they  are  the  seats  of  industry.    Take  Euhli,  Bomhay,  Ahama- 
daltad  and  Cawnnore.    These  cities  have  "become  centers  of  industries 
like  cotton  mills,  woolen  mills,  steel  mills  and  leather  manufactur- 
ing.   In  these  cities  there  are  thousands  of  people  who  do  not  engage 
in  agriculture.    They  serve  the  community  in  other  ways,  so  they  must 
"be  fed.    It  is  the  villager  who  grows  food  for  these  people.    So  the 
villages  around  the  cities  have  hecome  prosperous.    They  grow  vege- 
ta"bles  and  other  nrticles  of  food  for  the  city  dweller.    With  the  in- 
creased facilities  of  transportation,  even  the  villages  far  away  from 
the  city  will  send  their  products  to  than.    In  this  way  the  cities 
ajre  influencing  our  villages  a  great  deal;  and  every  village  today 
feela  tha  industrial  influence  of  the  city,  directly  or  indirectly, 

Prohlem  1.     Trace  how  the  oilseeds  growing  has  "been  steadily 
increasing. 

Prohlem  ?..    Do  you  thirJc  that  the  village  farmer  is  suffering 
due  to  lack  of  food  "because  of  the  articles  he  has 
"been  raising  for  the  markets? 

Pro"blem  3,    Since  the  village  has  "been  influenced  hy  the  in- 
dustrial centers,  has  the  lot  of  the  farmer  hecome 
"better  or  worse?    Come  prepared  to  discuss  the 
problem  in  the  class. 


Protlan  4.  Besides  cotton  and  oil  seeds,  has  the  donand  for  any 
other  product  laeen  stimulated  as  the  result  of  eco- 
nomic expansion? 

Prohlems  of  Immigration.  Immigration  is  of  two  kinds.  One 

is  internal  immigration,  that  is,  the  people  from  the  villages  going 

to  industrial  centers  in  India  to  earn  their  livelihood.  These 

villagers  either  live  permanently  at  these  centers  or  come  away  after 

making  some  money.    A  great  many  villagers  go  to  the  mill  to  work 

when  they  do  not  have  much  work  in  their  own  village.    But  when  the 

"busy  season  in  the  country  starts,  they  come  hack.    This  has  disturbed 

the  mill  industries  very  much.    But  now  there  is  a  tendency  on  the 

part  of  these  people  to  live  permanently  in  the  industrial  centers. 

This  kind  of  immigration  is  on  the  increase.    More  sjid  more  people  are 

going  to  large  cities  in  search  of  employment,  hut  the  industries  sure 

so  few  that  very  few  people  can  he  ahsorhed  in  them.    The  wages  the 

day  lahorers  in  the  industrial  centers  get  are  higher  than  those  which 

they  get  in  the  villages;  hut  the  work  is  also  of  long  hours.  However; 

the  social  conditions  under  which  these  lahorers  and  factory  workers 

live,  are  unsatisfattory. 

There  is  another  kind  of  immigration.    People  in  India  have 

been  taken  to  Kenya,  Fiji  Islands,  British  Guiana  and  other  places 

to  work  on  ruhher,  coffee  or  sugar  plantations.    There  are  many 

problems  which  are  connected  with  these  immigrants.    But  they  cannot 

he  dealt  with  here.    The  thing  that  we  ought  to  know  is  about  the 

movement  of  the  villagers  to  the  cities. 

Problem  1.    What  are  the  reasons  for  the  villagers  goiaig  to 
the  cities?    Discuss  the  problem  in  the  class. 

Problem  2.    Visit  nn  industrial  center  and  see  the  houses  and 
other  conditions  under  which  the  people  live.  Can 
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the  conditions  "be  improved?    If  so,  how? 
Problem  3.    Is  immigration  good? 

B.  COmUHI CATION 

Otir  dependence  on  means  of  C ommuni cat i on .  In  these  days  it 

is  almost  impo88il3le  to  transact  husiness  without  the  modern  means  of 
communication.    The  merchants,  the  government  and  the  private  people 
constantly  use  the  Post  Office,  Telegraph,  Eailway  and  Wireless. 
Daring  the  cotton  season,  the  quotation  in  the  cotton  market  at  BoBf 
hay  is  informed  to  all  the  important  cotton  growing  centers  at  least 
twice  a  day.    Then  the  daily  nevispapers  hring  various  items  every 
day.    So  it  will  cause  great  inconvenience  if  the  means  of  communi- 
cation are  suspended,  even  for  a  day. 

The  means  of  communication  are  a  very  important  factor  in  uni- 
fying our  country.    Our  country  has  "been  divided  hy  rivers,  mountains 
and  deserts.    Then  there  are  many  languages.    A'bout  150  years  ago,  when 
we  had  few  means  of  communication,  the  country  was  divided  into  small 
kingdoms,  and  India  was  not  considered  as  one  nation.    But  now  the 
whole  country  has  heen  hoxind  together  hy  telegraph  wires,  rails  and 
airplanes.    So  the  people  in  lorthern  India  are  constantly  in  touch 
with  those  in  South  India.     In  this  way  such  a  vast  country  as  India 
has  been  unified  and  heen  made  a  nation. 

Progress  in  Communication.  In  the  14th  century,  when  Ferorz 

Shaha  was  ruling  Delhi,  we  had  a  postal  system.     The  letters  were 
carried  on  horseback  or  "by  rxinners.    The  system  was  maintained  by  the 
state.    Later  on  the  postal  system  fell  into  disuse,  but  when  the  Mog- 
hul  kings  began  to  rule,  the  system  was  again  revived;  but  it  was  not 


9 


/Ol 

efficient.    Often  it  took  months  for  a  letter  to  travel  from  a  city  in 
the  Northern  part  of  India  to  a  toiin  in  Southern  India.    But  now  as 
soon  as  a  measure  is  passed  in  the  Legislative  council  in  Delhi,  it  is 
flashed  upon  the  wire  to  all  parts  of  the  coiintry,  and  even  to  the 
whole  world.    In  a  few  hours*  time  all  people  come  to  know  ahout  it. 

Development  of  the  language.  Prohahly  the  first  means  of  com- 
munication was  hy  signs  and  gestures.    The  cavemen  hardly  spoke  with 
each  other.    Bat  as  the  people  hecejne  more  and  more  in  contact  with 
each  other,  words  were  invented  for  various  things  and  then  language 
came  into  existence.    People  living  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
divided  hy  natural  "barriers,  developed  different  languages.    The  dia- 
lects have  sprang  from  the  same  mother  language.    Most  of  the  Northern 
Indian  languages  have  sprung  from  Sanskrit  or  Persian,  while  the  South- 
ern Indian  languages  helong  to  a  group  known  as  the  Dravidian  group. 
After  the  Qaglish  came.  The  English  language  "began  to  he  taught  in  the 
Indian  schools.    The  result  is  that  the  educated  people  in  all  parts 
of  India  can  talk  with  each  other  and  feel  sympathetic  towards  each 
other . 

Books,  Newspapers  and  Kaga sines.  There  was  a  time  when  people 

could  not  write  at  all.    But  some  ingenious  people  started  to  draw  pic- 
tures on  walls,  on  soft  clay  or  on  leaves.    L^ter  on,  these  pictures 
were  modified,  and  writing  was  introduced.    About  3,000  years  ago  our 
people  did  not  know  the  use  of  paper,  so  they  wrote  on  palm  leaves 
with  iron  pens,  or  engraved  on  stones.    Even  today  we  find  many  mianu- 
scripts  on  leaves.    Zing  Asoka,  who  ruled  about  300  years  hefore  Christ, 
published  his  edicts  on  stones.    Ve  find  such  stone  pillars  all  over 
India.    But  with  the  invention  of  printing  presses  and  paper,  a  great 
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stride  in  the  march  of  communication  was  taken.    Today  our  education 
depends  upon  "books  and  maps.    We  have  numerous  newspapers  v;hich  axe 
printed  every  day  in  our  own  language,  and  also  in  English.  Many 
people  huy  their  daily  papers,  and  this  form  of  communication  is 
expanding  rapidly.    Think  how  inexpensive  and  efficient  education 
and  knowledge  have  hecome  through  the  use  of  hooks. 

Postal  Service.  Today  we  have  one  of  the  most  efficient 

postal  services  in  the  world.    Half  an  anna  will  csrry  your  post  card 
from  any  part  of  India  to  any  other  part.    The  card  is  delivered 
right  at  the  home  of  the  addressee.    TThen  the  postal  service  not  only 
carries  your  letters  "but  it  carries  parcels,  sells  quinine  and  main- 
tains hanking  facilities.    People  can  deposit  their  money  and  with- 
draw it  whenever  they  please.    In  the  remote  villages,  where  no  medi- 
cine can  he  hought,  the  sale  of  quinine  has  heen  a  great  hlessing. 
Hallways  have  speeded  up  the  postal  service  a  great  deal.    Today  a 
letter  mailed  in  Mussorrie  in  the  Himalayas,  reaches  Tranvancore  in 
the  extreme  South,  in  four  days.    How  airplanes  are  carrying  letters 
from  and  to  large  cities,  while  we  have  a  regular  air  service  to 
England.    A  letter  posted  in  Delhi  or  Karachi,  reaches  London  in  a 
week's  time.    In  the  near  future  airplanes  may  hecome  as  common  as 
railway  trains  or  motor  cars.    Motor  cars  also  have  done  their  hit 
in  speeding  up  postal  service. 

Prohlem  1.    DescrilDe  what  would  happen  if  the  postal  and  the 
telegraph  service  were  suddenly  suspended  for  a 
week. 

Prohlem  2.    Hame  five  services  the  postal  department  gives  to 
the  puTDlic, 

Pro"blem  3.    l!7hy  are  some  of  our  newspapers  not  expanding  as 

fast  as  they  should?    Discuss  the  problem  in  class. 


The  Telegraph,  ^When  the  English  introduced  the  telegraph  for 

the  first  time  in  India,  the  people  thought  that  the  English  were 
"binding  the  country  with  magic  wires.    At  the  Sepoy  Mutiny,  it  was 
the  telegraph  wires  that  were  first  attacked.    Today,  without  tele- 
graph systems,  we  would  find  it  difficult  to  get  on.    Ahotit  80  years 
ago,  aji  American  "by  the  name  of  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse,  invented  the 
method  of  sending  messages  "by  wire  through  the  help  of  electricity. 
How  throu^out  the  world,  telegraphy  has  "become  common.    In  our  coun- 
try, for  12  annas,  we  can  send  12  words  to  any  part  of  India.  Urgent 
messages  of  12  words  at  Re.  1-8-0,  are  sent  at  any  time  on  any  day. 
Our  "business  men  cannot  at  all  get  along  without  telegraphy.    It  has 
helped  the  "business  to  grow  rapidly. 

Wow  calDles  have  heen  laid  in  oceans  so  that  telegraphic  mes- 
sages could  "be  sent  to  foreign  countries.    Laying  of  ca"bles  is  a 
difficult  and  dangerous  task.    But  it  has  "been  accomplished.  So 
messages  come  and  go  from  England  and  America  without  delay. 

In  1901,  Williejn  Karconi,  an  Italian,  invented  the  machine 
through  which  messages  could  "be  sent  without  cahles  or  wires.  This 
is  known  as  wireless.    How  ships  in  the  ocean,  and  airplanes  in  the 
air  are  all  provided  with  wireless  apparatus.    So  when  they  are  in 
danger,  they  send  messages,  and  they  are  assisted.    In  modern  ocean 
liners,  through  the  help  of  radiograph,  news  of  the  world  is  received 
and  printed  every  day  for  the  "benefit  of  the  passengers.    The  wire- 
less messages  can  "be  sent  in  less  time  than  the  telegraph  messages. 
At  the  present  time,  our  important  newspapers  get  their  world  news 
through  wireless. 

In  Vestem  countries  radio  or  the  method  of  "broadcasting  news 
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and  masic  and  speeches,  has  "become  common.    People  have  radios  in 

their  homes  and  get  music  or  lectures  from  distant  towns.    Even  the 

poor  people  enjoy  music  in  their  homes.    The  school  children  often 

get  their  lessons  on  the  radio.    It  has  not  yet  "become  common  in  our 

country,  hut  very  soon  it  will  reach  us  also.    We  can  hear  music 

from  lorthern  India  right  in  our  homes,  axid  that,  too,  at  a  very  low 

cost;  and  even  the  west  would  send  music  and  speeches  to  us. 

Prohlem  1.    Show  how  the  telegraph  has  speeded  up  commerce  and 
trade. 

Prohlem  2.    Make  a  list  of  four  ways  in  which  the  telegraph 
serves  the  puhlic. 

Prohlem  3,    Write  a  telegraph  message  for  a  merchant  who  wants 

to  order  15  hales  of  cotton,  and  also  for  a  villager 
who  is  sick  and  wants  his  brother  to  come  and  see 
him. 

Prohlem  4.    Write  the  names  and  the  dates  of  the  inventors  of 
the  following: 

1.  Telegraph 

2.  Telephone 

3.  Wireless 

4.  Printing  Press 

Be  prepared  to  say  something  ahout  these  men  in  the 
class. 

Prohlem  5.    Can  aji  illiterate  man  go  to  the  telegraph  office 
and  ask  the  clerk  to  write  him  a  message  and  send 
it  on?    Is  it,  in  such  a  case,  necessary  to  pay 
anything  to  the  clerk? 

C.  TBANSPORTATION 

Import  since.  It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  importance  of 

transportation.    The  people  in  this  country  have  from  ancient  times, 
realized  the  importance  of  easy  and  rapid  transportation.    In  the 
History  of  India  we  find  that  Peroz-Shaba  built  an  excellent  road  from 
Afganistan  to  Bengal.    Later  on  we  notice  Akbar  also  rebuilding  the 
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same  road  and  even  extending  it.    That  road  is  still  in  use  today, 
and  the  British  gorernment  has  "been  keeping  it  up  in  good  repair. 
These  monarchs  "built  roads.    Why?    Because  they  knew  that  the  cotintry 
without  easy  transportation  could  not  flourish. 

Ahout  80  years  ago,  certain  parts  of  South  India  were  stricken 
with  a  severe  famine.    One  year,  ahout  one  million  people  died  of 
starvation.    Howadays,  rains  fail  and  certain  parts  of  our  country 
are  threatened  with  famine;  yet  very  few  people  die  of  starvation. 
How  did  this  change  come  ahout?    The  British  Givernment  aided  and  has 
huilt  roads  and  railroads  all  over  the  country.    So  as  soon  as  there 
is  a  famine  in  a  section,  food  is  immediately  sent  there. 

In  another  section,  we  learned  how  cotton  and  oil-seed  growing 
has  increased  greatly  in  our  country.    This  increase  was  due  to  de- 
mands for  those  articles  in  other  countries,    SuDpose  that  we  grew 
these  products  in  great  quantities  "but  had  no  way  of  sending  them  out 
of  the  country.    It  is  ohvious,  then,  that  our  industries  could  not 
have  grown.    Today,  the  villager  sends  nmerous  articles  to  the  city 
dweller.    If  there  was  no  transportation,  this  could  not  happen.  So 
re  see  how  important  transportation  is. 

The  old  people  tell  us  how  dangerous  and  slow  and  difficult  the 
travel  used  to  he  ahout  60  years  ago.    When  a  man  went  on  a  pilgrim- 
age, he  would  first  make  elaborate  arrangements  for  months,  and  then 
proceed  on  his  journey  with  the  "blessings  of  the  people  in  the 
village.    He  often  doubted  whether  he  would  return  at  all.    It  took 
months  to  reach  Benares  in  those  days.    But  today  in  8  days*  time  he 
can  finish  up  with  the  pilgrimage,  and  "be  at  home.    So  you  can  see 
the  Importance  of  rapid  transportation. 
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Means  of  Transportation.  We  do  not  know  when  the  present  ox- 
cart with  wheels  was  invented.    We  do  know  that  when  the  battles  of 
Mahahharatha  and  B^ynayana  were  fought,  they  had  some  kind  of  wheeled 
carriages  which  were  drawn  "by  horses.    From  that  dim,  distant  past, 
up  until  the  most  comparatively  recent  times,  no  improvement  was  made 
in  the  means  of  transportation.    With  the  harnessing  of  steam  and  later 
electricity,  numerous  inventions  came  ahout  and  a  tremendous  change  in 
method  and  means  of  transportation  has  taken  place.    Ocean  voyages 
have  "become  safe  and  comfortable.    In  a  modern  city  like  Bombay,  Lon- 
don or  Hew  York,  a  man,  standing  on  a  main  street,  will  be  astonished 
to  see  the  various  means  of  transportation  going  at  great  speed;  under 
groxmd,  on  the  surface,  above  the  road  and  even  in  the  air. 

Problem  1.    Did  the  absence  of  good  roads  in  Deccan  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  unsuccessful  character  of 
Anrangzeb»s  invasion  on  Shwaji? 

Problem  2,    Write  down  the  means  of  transportation  that  you 
know. 

Problem  3.    Why  are  the  bullock  carts  becoming  rare?    How  does 
this  fact  affect  the  villagers? 

Problem  4,    Show  how  the  present  rapid  methods  of  transport- 
ation are  helping  the  country.    Be  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss the  problem  in  the  class. 

Roads.  Boads  in  the  country  are  like  the  arteries  in  the 

human  body.    It  is  through  the  arteries,  blood  courses  through  the 
body  carrying  vigor  and  nourishment.    In  the  ssune  way  it  is  through 
roads,  business  and  commerce  develop,  and  the  country  has  become  rich 
and  prosperous.    Along  the  sides  of  good  roads,  centers  of  manufacture 
and  trading  spring  up,  and  factories  are  built.    Along  with  good  roads 
villages  and  civilization  spread.    People  come  in  contact  with  other 
people,  and  ideas  and  thoughts  are  exchanged.    In  this  way,  new 


thought  is  stimulated.    In  our  country  T?e  notice  how  villages  along 
side  of  roads  have  welcomed  and  infact  hegged  for  schools;  iDut  the 
villages  away  from  roads  do  not  worry  ah out  having  a  school  in  their 
village.    The  roads  have  played  a  great  part  in  unifying  oux  country. 

Easy  and  safe  transportation  stimulates  travel,  aoid  more  peo- 
ple come  in  contact  with  other  people.    So  the  feeling  of  understajid- 
ing,  "brotherhood  and  national  unity  are  stimulated.    In  this  way,  oar 
country  has  had  its  national  consciousness  greatly  aroused  "by  the 
roads.    The  roads  have  "been  a  means  of  maintaining  peace  in  our  coun- 
try.   Often  people,  through  religious  "bigotry  and  caste  prejudice, 
have  rioted  and  disturhed  the  peace  of  the  country.    On  all  such  oc- 
casions the  government  has  "been  a"ble  to  send  the  police  force,  some- 
times the  military  force,  to  quell  the  distujhance.    At  times  of  war 
roads  are  of  immense  value  to  transport  arms,  ammunition,  reinforce- 
ments and  provisions.    The  country  which  has  "bad  roads  is  usually  at 
the  mercy  of  its  enemies.    This  shows  how  important  roads  are.  In 
fact,  due  to  the  increase  of  motor  transportation,  they  are  "becoming 
more  and  more  vital  euid  important. 

In  our  country  we  have  two  kinds  of  roads.    The  main  highways, 
which  are  provincial  and  interprovincial ,  are  maintained  "by  the  Pro- 
vincial government.    Poona-Bangalore  road,  Peshawar-Calcutta  road,  and 
other  such  roads  are  of  this  kind.    Then  there  are  local  roads  which 
are  huilt  and  maintained  hy  the  District  and  TRluka  Boards.    In  other 
words  they  are  under  the  local  self-governing  units.    The  former  are 
"built  "by  the  taxes  which  the  people  pay  to  the  provincial  government; 
while  the  latter  are  "built  partly  "by  taxes,  "but  mainly  "by  the  toll 
which  is  received  from  the  owners  of  conveyances  which  use  the  road. 


On  the  roadside  we  find  these  toll  houses.    They  collect  8  annas  for 
each  motor  car,  one  rupee  for  a  "bus  and  4  annas  for  a  cart.    All  this 
money  goes  to  the  treasury  of  District  Local  Board,  and  then  it  is  set 
aside  for  expenditure  on  roads.    In  this  way,  all  the  roads  are  owned 
"by  the  puhlic.    In  other  words,  the  people  own  them. 

There  was  a  time  when  it  was  not  necessary  to  pety  a  great  deal 
of  attention  to  road  Irailding.    People  used  inferior  materials  in 
"building  a  road,  and  the  "bridges  were  such  that  for  fouj  months  in  the 

year,  water  flowed  over  th«n  making  transportation  impossihle.  Many 
of  our  local  Board  roads  are  of  this  kind,  even  today.    These  roads 
were  alright  for  carts  and  pedestrians,  hut  due  to  the  great  increase 
in  motor  traffic,  such  poor  roads  are  of  very  little  use.    They  are 
out  of  repair  soon,  and  the  fact  that  they  have  to  remain  unused  for 
four  months  in  the  year  is  a  great  inconvenience  and  loss.    Poor  roads 
in  the  long  run  cost  more  than  good  roads.    So  we  ought  to  "build  good 
roads.    In  France  and  America  they  "build  such  good  roads  that  they 
keep  in  shape  for  a  numher  of  years  without  repair.    Then  again,  it 
is  not  safe  to  have  "bad  roads  in  these  days  of  rapid  locomotion.  In 
the  countries  rhere  they  have  good  roads,  the  motor  cars  run  ordin- 
arily at  50  miles  an  hour  outside  the  city  limits,  sind  the  speed  is 
considered  to  "be  safe.    Then  afeain,  the  roads  are  so  paved  that  there 
is  not  a  particle  of  dust.    The  people  do  not  have  to  hreathe  dust, 
as  we  axe  ohliged  to  do  in  our  country.    On  our  country  roads,  it  is 
positively  dangerous  to  speed  more  than  30  miles  an  houjr.    Then  again, 
the  dust  on  the  road  is  indi8criha"ble.    So  it  always  pays  to  "build 
good  roads.    Good  citizens  should  not  grumhle  when  they  have  to  pay 
the  toll,  hecause  the  money  Is  used  for  roads  and  they  are  ours. 
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Problem  1.    Make  a  list  of  the  uses  of  roads. 

Pro'blem  2.    Write  a  short  history  of  road-huilding  ir.  India. 

Consult  history  "books  and  Government  Gazetteers. 

Pro'blem  3.    Find  out  how  many  miles  of  road  you  have  in  your 
district,  and  name  some  of  the  important  roads. 

Bailway.  Since  the  "building  of  railroads  all  over  the  coun- 
try, travel  has  "been  greatly  stimulated.  The  railiray  has  added  com- 
fort and  convenience  to  speed.  It  has  also  greatly  reduced  the  cost 
of  travel.  It  costs  only  ahout  3  pies  a  mile  for  a  third  class  pas- 
senger, India  has  an  extensive  railway  system,  and  has  ahout  41,724 
miles  of  rails.  Every  year  the  railroad  is  "being  extended.  At  pres- 
ent, a  great  deal  of  commerce  is  "being  carried  on  the  railroad.  The 
railroad  has  greatly  speeded  up  mail  service. 

Some  of  the  railways  are  owned  "by  men  in  England  who  formed 
companies  and  invested  their  capital  for  huilding  the  railways.  The 
shareholders  in  these  compajiies  receive  the  profits  from  these  rail- 
roads.   Some  railroads  are  owned  hy  the  government  of  India.  In 
fact,  there  also  were  once  private  companies;  "but  the  government 
had  made  an  agreement  that  the  company  relinquish  its  hold  on  the 
railways  after  getting  profits  for  a  definite  period  of  time.  After 
the  lapse  of  that  time,  these  companies  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
government;  and  so  the  government  is  managing    then?.    In  the  same  way 
some  of  the  other  companies  will  also  come  under  direct  government 
control.    So  whatever  profit  the  railways  may  earn,  will  come  up  to 
the  treasury  of  the  country.    In  other  words,  the  government-owned 
railways  have  really  "become  the  property  of  the  pu"blic. 

Motor  Cars  and  Buses.  Another  form  of  transportation  which 
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is  "becoming  very  common  in  India,  is  that  of  motor  "bus  and  truck  trans- 
portation.   A  feu  years  ago,  motor  cars  veve  almost  xmknown;  tut  today 
they  carry  passengers  all  over  the  country.    This  industry  is  growing 
at  a  very  rapid  rate.    Even  the  remote  villages  are  "being  touched  "by 
these  passenger  "buses.    The  motor  transportation  is  "becoming  so  common 
that  it  is  seriously  competing  with  the  railroad,  and  in  fact,  has 
already  affected  it.    Motor  trucks  are  "becoming  common.    In  some 
places  "bullock  carts  are  going  out  of  commission.    However,  motor 
transportation  has  not  "become  universal  as  yet.    In  a  few  years'  time, 
most  of  the  transportation  will  pro"ba"bly  "be  carried  "by  motor  vehicles. 

Boats.  Indian  rivers  are  rapid  in  flow  ejid  so  are  not  suit- 

a"ble  for  ns.vigation.    However,  in  Assam,  the  river  Irrawady  offers  an 
excellent  waterway  for  the  people  to  travel  and  to  carry  commerce. 
The  people  depend  a  great  deal  on  the  river.    Water  transportation  is 
very  much  cheaper  than  railway;  "but  we  do  not  have  many  navigahle 
waterways.    The  Indian  coast  trade  is  mostly  in  the  hands  of  the  for- 
eign company.    Only  one  Indian  company,  known  as  Scindhya  Steamship 
Navigation  Co.,  tried  its  "best  to  get  along  in  coastal  trade,  "but  due 
to  keen  competition,  it  was  crowded  out.    So  the  coastal  trade  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  foreign  companies. 

Airplanes.  fhere  is  one  more  method  of  transportation  which 

had  not  "become  common  in  India,  hut  will  increasingly  hecome  common. 
It  is  the  air  transportation.  Just  a  couple  of  years  ago,  a  regular 
air  route  was  estahlished  "between  England  and  India.  Now  it  is  pos- 
si"ble  to  send  a  letter  "by  air  mail,  which  reaches  England  in  7  days. 
A  "boat  usually  takes  15  days.    So  the  time  to  send  a  letter  to  Eng- 
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land  has  "been  cut  "by  half  through  the  air-mail  service.    The  airplanes 
carry  certain  kinds  of  packages,  and  also  a  limited  numher  of  passen- 
gers.   As  the  travel  hy  air  hecomes  more  and  more  safe,  there  will  he 
more  and  more  travelling  hy  this  method. 

These  methods  of  transportation,  and  also  the  means  of  common- 
ication,  have  made  the  world  really  smaller.  Distance  "between  coun- 
tries does  not  mean  m  much,  smd  so  a  hetter  tinder  standing  among 
nations  is  "being  promoted.  However,  we  must  not  forget  the  fact  that 
these  very  methods  of  transportation  will  cause  a  havoc  in  case  a  war 
"breaks  out  "between  nations.  So  it  is  increasingly  important  for  peo- 
ple of  all  nations  to  understand  and  sympathesize  with  each  other. 

ProtlCTQ  1.  Discuss  some  of  the  advantages  that  have  come  from 
the  railroad, 

Prohlan  2,  Find  out  v;hat  happened  to  the  food  supply  when  the 
transportation  was  hampered  due  to  the  great  Euro- 
pean War, 

Pro"blem  3.    Write  down  some  of  the  conveniences  that  the  modern 
traveler  can  command,  especially  things  like  the 
waiting  room  on  the  station  platform. 

Prohlem  4.    Find  out  how  large  pieces  of  timher  are  transported 
in  Assnm  and  Kashima.    How  does  that  method  appeal 
to  you  from  the  point  of  view  of  cost? 

Pro"blem  5.  When  a  passenger  travels  on  a  pu"blicly -owned  rail- 
way without  a  ticket,  whom  is  he  deceiving? 

Prohlem  5,    Show  how  means  of  transportation  help  to  hring 
ahout  hetter  understanding  hetween  nations. 
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